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j,Q by D*vo (Reel Paf7 - e — 

,und an looked. So q 
ids from me. I lot 
,_I«d looked at ***?*; 

That catamount dld- 
jat shot and right 
1 come sol It scared 
I'ttrv shooting again. 

J It ftook off the 
as the time you shot 
t. i shot a oub 
were comeing down 
©. I aaw what I 
a man named ^en ^ 

about 100 yards. 

een°to"a”zoological garden. Jk." 

of"me and I aaw they were bear. 

- 11 ° We , d d s 11 D?Il^ S -- "t r them 
rttiiin. I had a single 
:er when they got through 
\ big log ran right along 
i uncle Harmon Sharp say 
a yell "yenk" to a deer, 
t. So Just asthe bear 
nd she stopre d that quick, 
choed the other way. I 
aot her neck off. But I 
. .(partly behind a 

c againBt a uj-g the shoulders,in the breast 

►we heard If you shoot ^ behind the^shoui^ ^ ^ nf<jk 

t wouldn’t kill them, du J ^ believe. I was afraid 

i 1 °c/e .r: 

fing^to°put ridge l."y Kun -d dropp- t.o »• 

«t f ron. ». She jumped ee elo.. to m. ..that door. I Jue 

Bun down like thl.. 1 got th. anell just .terted In. « ^ 
d 20 feet down over the hill* oo soon j. * , uii 

loaded, I took off down below to nead her off. SI: did you kill 

Dad: Yes, I killed It but I didn't get It there, ohe had 

to the road at Ode Olbson's (a recent man) —Just below 
nd she turned back to get the cub I’d shot. I 3 j ood 

shot for 150 yards where I saw them oome down If I*** 
as at. She rad now there and came right back up . Thlscub went 
he run where the water was. Ihe blood had sprinkled the snow 
Ides. I went on up on top of the high point and there was a 
L tch there. She wen In that laurel. Blood was flowing out on 
s on the snow. ilwenTup In the laurel—she might have eaten 


by L.D.- harp,«•- 

e Chora looking 
p you know 

that thing—*I 
# that I tfufl 

nt know where I wub at. ilu wa 
into that pine top where I WHfl 
me todeathl I came oft l 
wasn't trying to me 
other way. Boy I wa a scared 1 
a cub ear off a log? Dad: 
bear off a log. There were 
off the mt. I'd never seen a 
thought was 3 black hogs# 

Varner. I was sure they were 
I'd seen pictures of a be ^r. 

They came down to about ° 

They Just dropped down in the 
hot because they were running, 
back on the mountain. I thought I 11 
shot Winchester. The jumped up out of 
wallowing . The old one bad her tongue^ou 

besle a sugar tree and aom® J b ^ 

about bears. You yell "halt" to * bear^an 

and they'll stop and give you a chan 

• M fT flllVAP tVQQ I holler 


Stories 
Ihe wildcat ca 
* 60t down like this 
°racked down on 
sights so Ion 


a de ^: over 20 b 

wasn't over 
bered afterwards, 
i.u_ rpifit beed 

^ “ga - ss f- 

a„d you “Tlt l Ol 
° f ch S? ®« Bnow'lt. Ttj 

31! «*•» ^u b» *«*" 

That' ... UP on Slstyfork 
3 of them together. The 
be ar In the woods befc 

t ha t'TSh ought 
black hogs 
pd never b 
7$ yards 
water and 
A man na 
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8-22-49 by Dave l«eoi 1 ■*=• 

Sharp (lived on iddle Mt.) 

• 11 come baok here In |Cl 
down to Ben's and then \ » 
L be ir. Next morning 
"those bear won't stay on 
Everything is snowed over 
I and' get Henry Sharp's dog for 
ything and you can't get on the 
i right if you reason it out. 
weather and snow went off ana 
Ha said:" who killed one of 

over the mountain 
e Johnson Fiat. S 
t. Some one kille 
left them. That wa 


Stories by L.D.Shurp, etc. 

aaid: let's don't go any furthe 
a bear dog. You go gee that be 
morning. I said: wall. *1 1 rJ -S 
ng the old road home. ! told my 
snowed about 6 inohes tnat ni. b 
tyfork mt. They will go 
we're out of wood 
: ' e isn't any use - 
il". 2Jy father told me 


. Henry 
r dog and we 
t # We came 
father I shot a 
He said 
to Cheat tonight. 

I wouldn't go up - 
you can't see an’ 

^ _ , that, which was 

So about two weeks later it set in warm 
>'000.8 Dilley(/) ran across uncle uarraon. 
those bear over there? I follows an ol s 
and went back the next day and Jumped tuam 
She bad one cub. I followed them tillthey 
one" sad; well, it was within 300 yards of where 

another ti..e over on tb. otner alde of «. Jgor 

I saw where it looked like someone had fragged £ drac-ed all that 

roughest place across mossrocks. I wondere 0 down rright 

m °8 3» making sucn a road thru the brush. I ^ tQD D f the flat 

tnereand went on up abou, a 100 yards and then upon top of the flat^ 

and there was a swamp chere. They'd killed a P b an<i a 

dragging that sheep. There were three others with her, 2 cubs and a 

yearling. All of them went thru that swamp. Law sakes a } iv ®» wtia ; a 
group of bear l I went on up on top about 100 yards and 1°°^® , 

them eating on that sheep. There was a felled tree and she was laying 

on the other side of the* tree. I saw her head on the other side of the 

tree. They killed she yearling the next day. It wasa 1/3 bigger than 
the cubs. They'd fight like pigs. If you've ever seen pigs sucking, 
me would knock the other one out and he'd run around and get another 
teet. That's the way they fought there and I stood and watched them with 
my gun this way-—cocked for If? minutesor more. Dave: whjr didn't you 
shoot one. Dad: well, I was waiting for the old big one. The wind was 
going strong across that way toward her, I thought abe'd get up directly 
and I'd kill her first and than kill the whole bunch. All at once she 
got a whiff of me. They never looked up. If they'd looked and then ran 
I'd have shot. But the let that sheep go and ran for dear life 1 The 
old big one, she just came up out of there and put her feet up on that 
log. I had the fairest shot in the world, I reckon, I drew the gun 
sight in to her neck and I never touched a hair on her, ha. I came home 
and sent word up to old man Bill Gibs on. I tokd him the bear are killing 

all your sheep. They went in tKere the next morning with a bunch of 

dogs, and told Bob, my brother-in-law to come down here and tell me 
about it and for him and me to go right on to the top of the mt on this , 

side and they'd go in on tne other side of Slacyfork and take the dogs 

tnru. So Bob, may have been disappointed because he couldn't go with 
them, he thought it'd be all ower before we got there and he didn't 

come at all. So .. they had gpne down on Slatyfork (creek) 

in that pine patch (head of creek?) and they put the dogs after them and 
ran the yearling bear up a tree and they killed it. The (dogs) fought 
the old she clear up the mt. and held her until the men got pretty close 
to her and she'd break away and then the dogs would catch her. She went 
right on up to the op oi the mt. where Bob and I would have been if he'd 
come on. They said they'd give him time to get there. So they only got 
to kill one bear. I've had the moat expenerienoe not to get a bear of 
almost anybody in the country, ha. 

Bad: I ve lost 3 deer ri ht in succession. I killed one here about 3 

years ago. I got It. Dave: you have a picture of it. 
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> am ., .... „ of .. •»•»— —• ** “* 014 

'*'•><• tlo noml root offloo -.•> •>■• ~ ,,r “ a **“ * “ l1 * 4 

V * l >- Xnoo-. Sh . rp> oro.wr. .«*» In ... —“•*»>' •‘» n4 “ 

°“ *•» <>» tooohor ... vMddIoj hi. -f »u« th “'* 1 ”‘ 4 

* 1 ' 11 *haa i|i c . Beu «hi\ but ha didn't whip hi* a *® r# * 

Th * -SiBSod a. h . ol ... . 1## ,^ l00l hou8 . that w*. hiilt .tout 1875 v.r... *. rt,ad fm 
“» »barp Cmfrr (plat m *mUhI). Tb. teaohar ap»«r«**iy Fontganary AmXth***. 

— aall.d by tha "»u- Knthi#..-. Apparently - Puns’' «M 'hpri far . ayllall* 

in thp v ari "Xo ntffomiT ... la nay hare iiccw county auparlndandai* l*»ir 

had thraa flnxara on ana hand md two on i}» other hand. 

A *°*l tha atudanta wba at landed thara «>ara tha children of a H*« Sharp, Shall bannah, ata. 
Uthar tfcid Oua Kathlaa waa a atrong dlnolplinarlnu, naing "hl«i*r-ir" taa* (vhlp) at arary 
opportunity. a. had m "•ooraoiotion" for the oldar nrnttv rlrls -*n* strongly di*o<nirayad 


b rfiovinf Attention t# thn 


m rq oao-rooo tohocl vtc nt+r tho co*fl\joneo of ^lr trfork crook *nd H.k Rlr»r. 

H kurno^ tkout 19'? oftrr koine rocont * fov yor*rt # T#*obert wore Alllo QlVoon (1911 


*r # Tb*rp # Sa« 91« Wannob, >4a $Y*rp, *r. Cvrtlo 


indent • roro ohlldron of Dario 


*an*h, San Kaanab, «aa Clbaon, Tlayd dalfard, Saw Calforf , Fr. Paint ar ato 


-ha I gnrt fe * nd lergaat ona-rooe *<ticol wr.a Hilt about l?lo, *»hlefc now la tha Olatyfbrk 
Hat fiodlnt chmreh. At on# tlaa a oartltlaa we a Installed to aaka It a tva-rooa aahaal. 

It eloaad t« tha *>rii* of 1°30. Taaohora ware Taullr-a <>iyar ( Vlolot Llttlaflald, Doak 

, Ruth Connloyh/vai, Oayn Hannah 


tanuah, OonoTio^o 


.. . , h ,„. t„ ... 

9U *“- "-»• «1». flowrl,. *„ M . „u„„. . M 

^'•nnah, KnnnmK w* *- h 

•"'-b. ohn Tlotar, Floyd Oalf or d, Paga Bannah. 

Oaer*a Crtair, tha l"nn#ra. .... . 



v« 





th . <.- d > 
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Storl«. by O.D. bnrp# " pi.no. . bill ) 1 D ® 4 * 1 

“-s 1 iffi n . 


starts: Si piayi 

Iiad * (Regarding fchu 
high" aohool I wont 

Tr A i i -% _-» 


■u.«n" aohool I worn. *« ‘ c ud tell you how ol 3 years old ® n fln , 

77 (1075) It was built 7k y° ar3 father took «« “R built it, o* d 

-- ‘V “. L ch ?.°J;r on lived at WW“i„ Sharp A* 


a 110751 It was DUixu ^ . .. facner , IiAad. DUJL 1 & 

f ch ®J *>nt mu up thurfl to ach ^ * J n lived at Vail V iioory Sharp 

i3M it. George Painter and l**®* J on ;Jld dle mt 1« th * 7?^ fewllo*. r / /, 
-an George anl he used to H v ® * an d j watched.•••• shaving, ^*T 

house. ;,.y father took me up there^ would notice. He d ^ 

you wouldn't think a fellow 3 years ol^^ Planed it by hw f> 


•—** a:iu no ^ an /1 - . 1 - tffl a ntlSVl ^ 

house. y father took me up there^ ld would notice. He j 

you wouldn't think a fellow 3 y®^® lnS ide. Planed It by han 
you know, planeing planks to sela 1 *y father would go, 

cho shavings fly. I'd go upevery and sealingu. 

watoh him putting it together,— the would tske me up there to 

inside. r was three und iJ.la anc * r to i a y on. (during school)# 

d bn.y'd tain a sbeepakln for a. to W mother toid th . 

n th. *h<i.p*lcln asletp. *J, }, d go In the 
sh for me# I'd corae homo for Ceii/MM a winni nu 


school house and they'd take a sheepskin fo time, mother told tb< 

Tdd lay there on the sheepskin asltep. . inner I'd ;o in the 

Cirls she'd wutoh for me. I'd come home for * f e ii oW a running 

mornings, she said she'd seu the liittl white headed 1 1 

down tho road. , r w 

tldaj ihu om -kr,f t• h nArr.P.mhop tliflt. Dad: she reason i reraoni 


down tho road. ^ r 

Ada: it* a amazing that you'd remember that. lads the reason _ . . 
aha/) f ka — ... i.i.i l . « ai i»nva t"r»i h me# Ada: now | dio tney 

. . . _S ▼ J 1 .3 1 



—— * xwo m/uttZJUJg -LU10 JUU-U romtiuuoi- —- a* A +V%a-t n! 

ered the age, was ttihat my mother always told me. Ada: now, dl ° ■'“r* 

©at their luch up there? Dad: well, Welinda did #••#•«• and I did later 
°n. Mother said i*c say I was coming home to n eat gravy 11 ha f ha# I wa ® 
raised on gravy # ha. Davo: are those lo^s still up there? Dad* some 
ara Just as solid as can oe. Dave: I wonder if one could build a camp 
out of them. Dad: those logs could last 200 years.... 

...that church over yonder ( the old log church ?) over a 110 yeare old, 
vue back part of it, you can “catoh __ your hand in It.... all of it (rotten) 

~ 3 ata *ids. It's gonna fall dowi one of these days and kill a lot 

L5 0 6 ° p 7 t f fc J U3C rotted. It was never weather boarded. 110 years. 

I said’Cv^ 5 on . lt » J)l 3t llke on a lo 3 heap, and it's Just aa rotte. 

Jac^JtL^) C fi 0 a°i d d ne «r 3 Sir!!: tor u- to be m ere- But 

up and gut co^vto biLL Ld pu^lt*" rt a w U t h b< ’ £ J °° ke “ 

pj.aoC.^^xr.^nrr^r ousht 

Th.r. was loo pioplo there ths^othSJ 8 ^ h?® 17 ° bOUt ^ ther « that paya. 

f n js sw^r«- 

STr 2 .-S 2 .Kffi! -• “p»taih3. e ^ tx * 

was eiectia-on. . ru ^ d the country! ar bUnd 


buiioTdasrc*^ ^ sr {s -d i?] l ru i™ 

that was elected that was . there w a ha!* h dld » wlth 200 

bunch of the are a bunch J 3 , 01 * 0 ®^ as he w aa ! 8r a in the USA 

preparing to Tz 1J?**™ 0 * -urt[? n ^ J 1V ? rced People. J?! 

told her not to aa sh D ° b #hen was it*, ha * <VIr ®. Hooaevii*- (Jolcin Sly) 

to lose the office 5° , et in f <>r off lo e lnH * aS 

book) rtan.,,1 _ ®* So Il m tol A r r 10 the whl-. ehoU8 ?? and same of t^ m 


who shook her hard) w?® 3 * 1 heardd t* >8 * R °oaeveit ^*** ^° oa evelt' 
(amona up in her t ? " unt Sl : (pr^end^ 6 OUt , 

• Th "“ - ^°z^r 

0nd -Port.,, — 



you 
on « of the 


And he ( 






Storioa by L.D.Sharp, etc. tape * Rooaeve It" ^ / 

Th«? dolpb) 8aid (wblaperinij to L'««) and .ny bende were (dirty?) and/ 

yaald I had ray shirt tail banging ° . ttr+ glvaa me greet honor 

e 0 ' L° Ut *h.r. among all of M end Iimldlt f hi. * .ha. 

■j- j ® ha jt° the hand of tho first lady of the land r tho ught of 

•* Pres b‘® reporters cams in the store and 8 . . id "timoa are hard. 

® n w oflc"I“SHfi t) ani t y Jen they shut works down and they'ci haraly ge 
I?"® y e nought to live on!" They said'Wl it's better than it was 4 3rears 
icn! WH8n, t it?" i said "no, it's nothing like it was 4 y ea f a a 6°, and 
IVhit- nrtVer got any better as long aa they keep that thing there in the 
•looat„ fL‘ aw * Judge dhurp said he rend a p^> er out west about ..-r s. 
th j 11 ^ ® ^oppi ng at a country store and the merchant told tho reporters 

hiflj | n 8 w °re hard and would never bet any better as long as they kept 

ft °nci if. , »hita house 1 ha. ha. Dave: we saw a report of It In that 
newspapor 6 P *f° r ' They'd taken the clipping out of a .Vaahington 

and told In ‘' iley 3a ^ d they'd stopped at a Pocahontas Co. country store a 
atore i'qt « fi b°ut it. ,>e cut it out and had it in the showcase in the 
fcight be out -°^u tlwe * Ada: I,d iiked to bar e seen that. Dave: It 
thif ik. dut J? I, sCore now * Dad: I don't care, I say Just what I 
y°c of Old /?ioaeve £ it' ae h alr ‘ 10St ^ to hear tbe name of old Truman and more 

°v £°"Tt fS,TLi" thre \* hl£ « untry 10 a .that 

that*. ° tSd tl “ t tl “ tSlg'"i do mi r f ?,. aar the night before he 

evorv^r ryt,Un S be did carrv fut . J U u g0 a/ter Prohibition, " aid 
ChriIt hl ° S ln the world but tL *1?° he fiofc ln fchere he changed 

rfvi"; and "Uld to. c^dto?; t aod the bjrth or 

* »n »lth ?o oMno? lt ? nS) !i “‘ ald you think of^hl’a, . d ° Chaa S ed Th®ks- 
rind a i le I? principle. j le wouldn't tin ?h**, aaa iJan? Dad : 

Si*V S yoUi ’ °arae? * pfl- tha f, enou « ht Dave: (prec^din^t ‘“*► h ® Coul< k M t 
an’ail 8 U noce ssary r Q r bf! I L * D# Shaj, P. and he's a 6 n t0 a re Porter) 
reDr^ nOLLnC61aeD t by onr* *t - to add that 6 ha h„ I * re P ub licanl ha. 

^7^- wTSSff- & t n °'r u 

ft'O" Senator ~2, td t‘>* both ald« , rhaa « «w politic! :e3 ? ar Hy 

atld gontlonent and Set hla »*ewoo?i, 1 Ideation.? w. ff, 1 / 1 '* 1 * 1 " 4 ' 

d °g food this iv* tune in next week P M inCfl on him. nr- _ . n ow hear 

eat S * w °oderfui Now a *l*ture If th? h ° Ve you bought vn y ° ' U * lad lea 

Ul nlght, *Cf ^ U C h ; d V a 6 Th 25 ^J^T P " 8 


\Q 




top of the II Wn bab y wi^H 000 13 a litr? rl sht. / Dfl h I Ve b i*oken ^ 6 ln b he 

™- u -“aho r V d ‘ ^5 tha '^ ad y n orlt ^<4 ha o? h b 

Tips win , u 3ay « . n do? Oh a f*** a With Vhen the - her»? i 

Ufa - *hat*« P 1 ? 0 ,l ® 8 "iu^d a ,” a ^of. tCle brd ^°bab;. 1 “ toUchad t h . 

»fe^ e /am, 1 yod be ^ ® y * Oh, ^ •?®«thi tJ I I ®Peak Up 



«y . ° 9 ** th 8rc 

. 

•*-: lu.° ou «y 


r Up 


tell 


Y0Uf11 get y* " he P^ide°of y ° Ul% 

oaa, . ToUf »lr. ° f «v 


Ud 


^«th 


®1* 


** re 

you» d 


Work 


at 


«y 
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ato 


tap 


Storl.* by 

on the farm All ov»*» , „*•_ 


. 0-22-49 by 1>nV p you’d flfc * y 

«“ --J r« fc * lOP ' rr>« lOV* 


r’d 



To 

that 1 

make no 

It seem 


to roam haby fco m ® *. 
oouni-y tro wn 8R «o great 

•“•r. you .r. ,«y low.- JJ°.j!iSg‘’*b , J ,, gt'<*£<»• 

sSt°i h ;r l ;iu. throu f.‘ Jr “--.Jt 1, s£* 

..except to you# l 1 ** iar little K^ r ^‘ .~ na throw®** 

V.ry strange but lt« tftt ion of “ t o 0 ost. Tb ® ‘ . nR your fU r 

Ada: jow till# 1* '»y l" 6 * 1 ^. „ fl tone U* 4 * pm stroking y t7 Did 

You-r. .. ... and ua OOld «• 8 little JJ*£ # CB t. W *JL & you "1 th 
out and l.ft you there all whtjra littl they pound y hurt 

© cat r 




you don't never purr, * * [do'ilttle cat? t me that* DO , 

. 


Why did 

aaua 

And 


_ — y° u 

very bad, when you dior 

l tiorw 1 s tears In my eyes# Anri i*ni »»* j ~ . ldo k» v»»- *•#* 

UU1. o.t. Think ol- that. And l m - rh , ! 6uck.d ... »or.. 

burry in the soft groudn, 1 oan tt hurt you no . 

ail around , littlo oat, ^ *' , a H 1 l ° i »dnWfl OP©®P f roin 

So Juat sleep quiet like a cn evening, when the ov the boy the...* 
Another: Some t lino a ln tho qulct^^ngS'you .“Og, “’'V^tad?. that. 


boy 


nuuhiiuri ,iumoi/uu»“ *■■■ til ht 

the welt. I think of the W1UB“ boy with on. • •• -- that b 

.. you loved(beat ? boa t?)»•••• YOU aometlmo. long wn 

lonS long ago wua (thine) I *ond«r t0 -an*. •■tatj. 

oh little mother of mine. Hut no* C<J wou ld believe that hes 

a talworth in body and ia utrong. Yo ' years have altered 

1- *. ^“0 »•» by .. °" ly 


you 

the form and the life, *■«« -- ~~~ - 

thy boy a. a goal. Oh, little '" ott J® po ^ k * an< j on her honeymoon. She 

Another j They hud been married Juat 3 tfrmni7 man noted for his 

wsnr«r, anargetlc young udy and bad ».rrl.d a young m» Qn th . 

lack or nobla qualUloa. On. nlght ^hllo th.y «r. on *F the 

groom was awakenedby aoba from the bride. .Vhat a wrong, -dream 

.tatter"? "Oh, I've Juat had auoh a horrible dream Well deur. 


matter"? "Oh, i'VO juat nan uuuu - --—- „ 'i*. tell 

lan't anything to cry over, ' hat did you dream? Oh, I J UB J 1 '®}L- 

you. Oh, I dreamed 1 wua over to ‘Aarlinton, and I saw a fign In a window 

that aald: Bridegrooms for sale, boo-boo. All the lady s were going 
in and I want In too. Well Dear, what'a the matter,, what was it all 
about? Oh, there auoh good looking husbands there, that sold for $10,000 
a piece. Well did you aeo any there amonth t oso $10,000 jjulxw crowd 
that lookod like uio7 Shot's the worst of It. You were with the ones 
that were tied In bundles and sold for 30 cents a bunoh. boo booo. 

Dave: Turn on your radio next week and hoar some more poems by Mrs. 

AHu Curl.ulii. ivlnuf wn I 1 1 hnvn mil* ml Hnl rrhf. knmin. nnauno.. Un—— >.4 — 


Dad; Story of 
two weeks bef 
of diptheri 


cenevleve and Ada started laughing hilariously for two & 

(Si i jlayln,-. the piano ) 

oTna Hannah dyingi Well, he took diptherla and died.About * 

. .. .. . ’ lin |' ono of th ® other boys, Joe, a mlaoheevioua I- JJ - J 

of diptherla too. ihe paronts were uneasy About him because he'd 

been converted. They thought he might be lost (to hell) Otha wi. 
m«vbe an hour and he Qunifl tnn - Ua aa( J I J V._. 


never 


-- --- ...wj w,. uu^.iu 14 ti IILL^UU U0 103 Z l to hell 1 nt-hn wno 

maybe an hour and he ouma too. He said ho«d huL !n / OUm was dead 
Buzzard who*d been deed for year* She wltn^m ' \ 1 if,liVttn * Aunt Martha 

and .ilOUt.d all n.ur tho .Jh,, 1 f 1 ov » r th ” “ounty 

Buztai'd. II. knew hur and a nu2i„ J Aunt “btha 


lived up on 
Thu Savloo showed 


euid to 

eat. I want to eut with vou"" l ' Q Ilke You to fix somathl 

ooi® to the tabl,. h« Went * tQ th * “ r “id*? meth ^ n 8 an d told him to ° 


e knew her and a number of piooliTk™ «r" T" Martha 

Klk, that took the Lord's name In v.,? 1 8QW a bo Y th *t 

ahow»id me hn wnn i ■* u-y. a ? m ® ln valn «nd he was In hell. 

ked him "why did you 

.t b-utim-puir^ Hnl* zz: l -‘:' S r SSS"S.'?i!,«) 

ink u z li ir n ‘ hl "<* uki !. good ' mi » h « 


Thu Savloa showed me he was in hell 5vT « . nn 

take my name In vain”? H^waJ ?! aak « 

tormented for takin his name in vain H«T! of fipe * 
wua tho moat beuutiful nUn.. _ . . ® wn * last. 


tb. un r*.:nci i°„i d 


didn't eat 







Whl£* ‘ >ho wenfc aho «d and ate and asked him why he didn t h ^ n ^ytt 

nd h« f 0 ? " ere eating the Savior fed me «m light loal, mil » T c ^ n 

* ald of a amall baby there (Mary, who married Sam Oibaon). I can 
^fetaice the baby and put in the fire and it won't burn or harm it. He 


St °^»= b, L-D.3harp.oto. taped 8-22-49 by MV. 

•‘■lie v She Went ttll ead and ate and asked him why he didn t eat. "e said 

And 

****etake 

-•"ted the- b “ b ;To £1 hfco'ui'3 dp.'but^they -uMn-t |l»e 

th« 6 ? 5 1 ®* lle said I can take this handkerchief and throw it up gainst 
the i 10 ^ and 16,11 bang there. He threw that handkeroheif up J^alns 
blfn °f fc and thQ y said there looked like the difference of a knife 
lade between it and the loft, and it stayed there until the next day. 
Grandmother Hannah (Hester), had a small baby (.Mary) and didn t go to 
the funeral (the next day.) She asked them what time they burried Otha. 
Ihey said about 2 o'clock. She noticed that handkercheief laying across 
the back of the ohair at 2 o'clock—at the time they put him in the 
the handkerchief came down# 

said, I can show you where heaven is#(thl3 was alter he 
life) He went outside and showed them back in yonder and 


f 


to 


came back 
a lad that’s 
he aven. 


where heaven la. It was all lit up (after dark) , the whole —-- 

,J o»» this is the way PapAs coming, down this way. He'd (David) been 
to a sale (on 41k) The said a light lit up like a flashlight, the way 
he was coming. After a while he arried home. Otha told him all about h 
heaven and all he'd sen. He'd never seen Aunt Martha Buzzard. Soma 
people say we'll know peiojle in heaven. He saw her and knew her. Ho'd 
never camkxk met her in his life. She died before he was born. (His 
lather, David said:) : well, son you've come back to stay with me. Otha 
said, "only for a short time.. I can't stuy. It's too beautiful over 
thert in heaven. '* I'll tell you what you bought at the sale. lie told 
him of everything he bought. You boug.t a colt and you were going to 
give it to Sarah and me. (Dad: "that' s my mother"). He said that that la 
right. So he finally at last said: "I'd like to lay down before the 
fire. Make me a pallet befa*e the fire." He lay down there and never 
moved a hand ncr foot. They looked later on and he was gone. I got abut 
ahead of ray story. He said to my mother (Sarah) "can't you see the Savior 
and Joe/ ihey re just as plain as can be. Here goes Joe and there's 
cne Savior right there in the room. She couldn't see them with her 
natural eyes. He (David?) was uneasy about Joe, but he was saved. He 


— ab ° ut m*. -t sr* 


waa 



course, he believed from his training. (Dad quotinz the Bible) 

"Te «ho believes m me shall not perish" til the famUy .ere creat 

to lie or steal. And you'll nev J °° d Lord 8eea y° u « They taught us not 
when I was going to school U *-h!~ prosper. Along that line of thought, 

they oould got their flnrers on-! Ti w ° b °y a that stole everything 
i:i V age, one la 3 years olden etc. they're old men now, about 

them. ,Ve all had the same r *ha * ^ l8Ve hardly olothes enought to bury 

mother said if you steal so ^ fathe rshad farms about equal. My 

’"ould steal and thefve tod a lo3e 8ora ® other »ay. 

r h ! rd «\ rhe «ood Lord su^efy hn^ me ° f U a11 Ufa. 

Lassiters: " on e of ^ 7 y has baken care of me. 
on acooui.t of not registering &nd ° n ® Wa “ sentenoed to thepen 

-in oalif. giaterlng. One in Jail wrote me a letter last wl 


Those 
I've worked 


winter 



I 


Mt. Dave Sharp 

Sharp'4 Jewel eAS 

3049 Madison Road 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
• 9 



VeM «*. Stop.- had icrU t„ 

TIU& it a voAtj beZatcd thank you note &oh ‘jouh un,ivcA&tt'j nijne. ycat'h 

the Uniovuity o(, Chicago, loot iaU. I had ^^pemdence, that. 

a 9°p and they cu ooztt ou> I iveAZ flooded with to 
wz wzac unable to catch up icith all the Z&ttdAA . 

j , . . • i_ j- iBf%nh inthoJt cO'Oth me f 

i veAy much appnecUated youA *>ha>ung ti 

and 7 would natu/ially veAy much tike to 

iatkeA made 20 yeaAA ago about tku> tit tle boy 

Ves, we axe convinced that oust findings axe the txuth, and I do uilsh 
people would be aware of it. Vo shone vxith me as majuj details as you na 
It would be gxeatly appeciated. In the meantime, you have my coxxect add 
which is listed above. 

Again, my apology fox this texxibly late thank you note. 

Coxctially, 

/{, /Ls //.J 

Elisabeth K. Ross, M.V. J 
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<zMt. & cMu QXioe cSfiarp 
4171 .Paxton HlaoJi Quae 
Cincinnati Ofuo 45209 
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D «*r Dr # i Illn ola 60422 
yot* r r# * R oaai 

“* d ® •bf** lc** 1 1 *■ a tap'd raoordlnf *7 fathar . Laifaar D. Sharp. Sl*tyf4rlc # ¥. Ta. 

dl *d vhix # hi^ ar * mr °* fact# hl * aothar aad fathar told him atovt Lit aothor'a brotter «fco . 
i“. •».■> ■lies tvtj at a sale. Deal apparei* lr a f #w hows. 

■*ehl n # tB M Is about U atoates of ay fathar talking. I llsl#*ad to the larger tape 

'•r ■» -w rr 0 "*:* thi• oeanatta froa It) ad typ#d rery oloaa to hla oooTaraatlon lm tha 
othar 1* f(r y° n madarata^ tha poor qaalllr of ra ra-raoordl«c • 

®t ory f rotM . *• a ^ to • Wot 5 ninmtaa of a oouain, Mrs. Alii# Olbaon vho haard tha aa m» 

^ atorp h # f* r " oti * r *»■ a ala tar to «7 frthar. I had na?«r ha ard cgr cousin arar dtouaa 
aatlx^ * *afora my brothar Si, cot • raoordlhf of bar raoaa tlj. You 1 !! haar ay brothar 

°usstfc> 11 , .bout It In tfae recording. — baaloally th« eaae as mj father enld. 

I’re heard 

• rlefiy, n cy father tell the story star tlae* froa the tlae I was a child till hla death, 
hla fetbe to °* dlDth * r1 ** father went to a fara sale 4 all** ava/. Oth#jr died while 

vhet he hedvT^ **nn*h. waa at tbs sale . When hla fathar returned at eight , Othejr told hla 
''at-er was * **** nt th * »ale. saying Vou height a* a poney* aaoag othar thing*. While hla 
^ nearen . \ *** 0th »y <l#d. oaaa back to Ufa, told hla aother about what all ha saa la 

Jo# who hed°di Cbbtst asking a nan why he bak hla naae la watn, saw hla brother 

hla wether ^ 1#d • bortl 7 hsfora of dlptharln, etc. Othey said he ocald take the baby that 
Inter nn ' S * rRh,t Mother too) was babysitting for (baby naaed Mary, I bailers, who aarrlad 

a red bnd * rr v SfiB 01b,on * -nd 001 11 ln « th * fire place arf It would not be tamed. Be threw 
p r-cioek"?** handkerchief up to the selling and said It would atay there, which It did till 

' hen OtH, r .« eTu* < ** r Wh “ B ° th * 7 burrl#d *** ix *> •» f*ll aoroae a chatrback. 

■n<* Oth.-r .M" b< ‘ r * “ Tld froa the asla, he naked Othey If ha oaas to stay 

Mr* / IT « n °’ thlt h# J '“ t b,l0k t0 1,11 h ® ¥ ^*antllhl It aaa In heawen. 

’"hen *.*!, ? f aBnBh bFuJ #u PM«r ready when ha gbt baok froa tha a.la. They all sat down to eat 

hla 'erloa^hnd J l J Vhj h * 41dn,t food on Mb plate. le told hla father tint 

tl»n- usual It 1 ^* f ‘ " llk “ d h ° D#r fr °" tb# br »^ b o*. (ll«ht loaf waa delicacy 

»fter that 7 ™ rB J r *®d ^ J[ h * f«lly said tha broad box anal lad of honey for a long tlae 

ooulJ ^ down a T f * * ( > ,lUo * ) t0 ** * 0i« flrepidc. ao he 

story -y father t!w IinJ°t“ B IlI '°° n ”* ° Ul#tl7 **"* d Ma7 ‘ l " V r *° oll * otlon ot 

^ l ** nolo * #4 tyi*** 5 «heat to help you hear or understand the side of the tape tint la 

If .hr. a «rtld, forth.r I ... h.l. 70n 0 . tMi> pl ..„ ^ 

Sincerely, 

9 . si Yo “ wrot * M^roh 24, 1977 tl»t you'd Ilka t, 

Dare hoar th* tap* of *y father, but huntli* up thetew 

:«» 8 ; t t t o r i.s*tKr “ oth,r b ” n * h ^ 


V OOtlh* 






L). Shur 


* He I:?? ®bel reading a letter from l*aui a 
T P ® lled bQ ck to a neighbor in Borger who 

£ ad «Paon i< alon 8 fine. Kour-plnt blood transfu 
01, Xmtta °®Pi Cal. He got a wire from Violet—tfc 
■~SsLi .. LoVe Haul...._ 

H’OWeli ^ flee a coon on that limb and I told 

to the h ® ,n oved a little bit. Next shot he 

ter h» a °f the cellar and put my head up agai 
the doga banting when I got to the old 

*° n t dowr *° Pe awa y U P the creek. We went to the 
neadow ? ni * across the creek am went up there 
nll e Ight from that big walnut tree and he tn 
ihan *r 0ni *bere we were at. Best ooon doga I ev 
‘nd r 1 Wa a 12 years old. Well sir, he'd la 
>uld r ! ll . suid ^be'U fall in the oreek, what'L 
r „ h £ don t know. I'll just shoot It lightly a 
ro,.-i° once “nd missed. I backed up far enought 

but he didn't move. Next ah 
"whj didn't the doga go In and 
Dad: I don t know why. But th 


crei£ aP sf nkl ?, hlm ^ 

in Si Sald: 

Che oreek?" 

• lUe doga oan swim can't they? Dad: the wat< 
e ty neark knock the daylights out of a dog. 

Mie creek and he hung on until he was plumb dead 
*nda anil feet go and came straight down and he 
a chunk of a calf. And I hollered and hissed th 
and the dogs ran to the water and wouldn't go in 

uncle) and Lowell 

r 

to the bridge 
but he was 
one 

I expect we scared out 8 or 10 from aka mother's 
one was a big one. I wanted Jr. in on it. I’d 
and some extra If Jr. had been along. But It's 
looking sL ong the oreek. But he hung up there (in tree) until he was 
as daad as four o'olock, as the saying goes. SI: I'd like to see a 
good ooon fight in the water where a dog goes in after him. Dad: They'll 
drown every dog, they say. I only saw one dog go in ahole of water in 
my life after one. That was the other dog I had when 1 oaught those 
2o one winter when I was 12 years old. I set it down in a diary. Set 
down everything I killed that year. It was at that hole where Pennington' 
lived (below church). Treed it over the hole and I shook him off and he 
fell in that hole of water and that yellow dog swam In. It was daylight 
when I got there. I heard him from over here and I went clear over the 
hill and town and he was there below Will Gibson. It was daylight. He 
seemed to sit in the water. The dogs swam up to him and he sat up on 
his hips and he Just pulled his feet up like this and poppted that 
yellow dog's head under the water and he got strnagled and had to 
scramble to the shore. I hissedhlm back in but the ooon knew to stay in 
the water. And then I shot him 

Chineese oheokera: Dad: when Mabel got glaying good enought to beat me, 

1 quit. 

Old cellar over the Hill: Dad: ft enry has potatoes inthere. We put 15 

bu. of apple's in - there and some one stole them all--all but £ gal. and 

2 or 3 bu. of potatoes. It was old H. T. .. I guess. H. .. ",ot a 

buggy rake kaafckxaai tool and drawed the s teeple (for look) He carried 
them out on his baok. I ha/ e a p4 n at the ball of my right heel. Hurta 
right Into the bone 


Uncle George (V.abel 
was on one side of the oreek and me on the other, bu 
we couldn't see where it washed out to one side or the lOther——clear da 

_ i. It was dark. . If he were stiff he'd lodge (against a 
warm and should roll out on the bunk. He certainly was a 
I hated to loose him. Oh it was the finest night I ever saw. 






of L. 
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oalf with two heads 




ar»^ . n &lv U/U ^ had a oair with two ho a da ' 1 

»«o how they oun do that, do you? —standing over there and 


H\ 

J 


I — to you 000 now thay 

Qpeei, * • • Hannah^boy^illed a bear. We wont up to the head of Slatyfork 
QObi D and h «ard the do a going Ground the top of the mt. and I decided 
and c r "® 8 coming to the^head of the creek and we oame out of th ® rc . 

°f kiJ m th ai * ound home here and fchey beard . ;tozle H !{?2 a SiSon l Slace and 
w e tbafc tho bear was coming around up there on the Gibson place, and 

Sam J ^?P ed in the cars with wr guns and uncle George went up here to the 

touri* ibson place. Tiero were a whole bunch of us there watching and 

But^J^ 8 c omlng along aid wondered If we were watching for a i 

the* Pe Camo 31 around directly and said they already killed a bear up 

Plo?:, at Hannah's. Wo all went up there and SI took acme good 

than*' 68 - Boys that was an awful big bear. Ills arms were bigg 

Dave-** ,aan ' a arms. Jne bite and he'd kill a sheep. , k T 

-of * Wbat tlmo will you get up tomarrowV Dad: about 6 o clock. I 

8et u °ole Geor/e ud so he'can get out at 7. I got up at 15 -o 3 

was 3 to go^coon' hunting. One morning I went over the JftHd^two and 8 
dragging a big coon. That night he went over and we killed two and 

got away. Gee, believe me, I had a load. I went down to the old 

a Son house and got a piece of wire and ran through their ham strings, 

you know and put them across my shoulder. I'd go a little piece and 

have to sit down and rest. The fun was all over when I killed those two 

coons. Aren't allowd to kill but two coons at a time. Very good tning 

the other one got away or I might have violated the law and I might have 

overdone myself carrying them in. 

Dad: ^ld Jaok was barking at the hog pen at Henry 1 8 e X was going up 

to the sheep and I cd. led him away. He was back >here barking to beat 
the band. I went up there and he had two coonstreed up two trees. 

Loral ne was coming to help pen the sheep. After we shot one out I had 
Loral ne — it was before daylight—to see whth a flashlight and she said 
yes there * s another......... 

Dad: Then Keith haw was coming up f rom the church and said a coon ran 

aorosa tfc® road right down there. Lowell and I went down therd and by 
the noise of the car and lights it ran up a big oak. Lowell said he 
saw it and shot It out. That last one made 20 coons. You take 20 coons 
and t he clean out the cornfield and tear it up like a bunch of hogs. 

Sharp said hogs aren't equal tp beavers. He said he had 15 acres 
of corn on the river, ^e said a halg couldn't hold a candle to a beaver. 
They cut the stalks off and carriedthem oflf In to the river. He didn't 
mind t elli ng me. He said he shot six of them. Dave: Is that the 

same GX M& 3harp that killed someone? Dad: It was his boy, I found out. 

One of his boys shot a hole throught the top of Gay's hat. (garawarden?) 

Gay would never go back in that country after that. Heanow shys that's the 
best plaoe to hunt because the gamswardens never go back in there—you 
know after he got ^hot through the top of his ha$~ 1 ha, ha. But that 
Gay, g when theyoane over to kill those bear, he oame 

and asked and wanted to know who went up there bear hunting that day. 

Jake Mace went up there because the bear killed his sheep, and he went 
up*~£here and oaught him without a license on hla own plaoe. Took him up 
before a Justice at Huntersville and fined him $20 and cost. I would heu e 
oarried that up. Dave: They change the law ao you can kll a bear for 
killing sheep? Dad: _Si and I changed that. We redly did. We wrote to 
the Times and the Times took it to the Clarksburg papers and Cal Price 
wrote how awful the bear was. The next thing, a rule cone that Pocahontas 
county and a couple more, there would be no law on bear. SI wrote the 

best piece you ever saw. The Clarksburg paper gave Cal Prloe credit 

for ■ ritlng that piece, you too1 . 
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^he t*Q should have been immediately foolowlng che atory about 

calf—near top of page 2 --I overlooked one ah a at one f I 1 

) 


Writ- uttu—near top ox pu 

c «n aheet whan I typed It. 


**®y p U t i^ ofc dear)... Dad: . She's biggest liar I ever heard. 

n *iU8cl r out over there at Duncan's house. She had twin babies. 

Da d . after Lee dibaon and the other after Fred Hefner. 

muc *dy and UB 80 tlred I could hardly make It In. The roads were so bad— 
?!«>>•. ? duahy and slick. I had that coat over all this winter aka* 
, v ® had*i 1 «ot so hot. tfe hud a lot of fun though. I'd liked to 
*5 dUnute 1 ** alon S* Dave: "let's go out tonight". Dad: I got up 
en °hgh k 8 ti;L1 3 o'clock and got that big coon. I don't have vltarr.ena 
en °Dgh* h Ut r,OWe;i -l will GO with you In the morning. He's got vitality 
la g 0o< ! ne 'H Jump right out of bed and go. 4 o'clock In the morning 
12 o'ol* Eddy at night and late In mTnlng. They must retire at 
dark andt^ You can hardly catch them then. They travel Just after 
they (jo" ttlon again in the morning again. It seems that's the way 
Usd: j* 

°n Gaul WSS •?i? 03 t eaten up one time. I was 12 years old and went down 
Sharp fco wtlor ® a man named lurry had a corn fi eld. Uncle Har mon 

Went d ther ® a few nights before that and caugTTt 7 coons. So~^ 

top 0 f°l^ there and there w re no coons in it. So I went out on the 
In, A 5 > e bank, and built a fire. I had a dog I had so much confldenoe 
the fi °^ d boy to go down there and camp out . I laid down by 

I'lghtJ 1 * 6 and about 11 o'clock whe down In a laurel patch the dog was 
gg—something down there. And directly he was hollering like 
Went w °* e lng. I waited far him to come back and I got scared. I 
ri ht OWtl ttu, ° u Sh lioklng for ray dog and couldn't find him I hit it 
was l °° down to rtiver and waded across the creek . The water 
next^H * . and * bit for borne. He rant into a bear down In there. The 
^ r -T - y about 1 or 2 o'clocke in the afternoon he came In with hla 
,- iet e a lhe torn out. You could see his insides. After so long a time 
a n° That bear might have eaten me right there and you'd never 

kllle^that^d^ * ***• **** ba.( about five lafighlng with him) He almost 

(Dav e j lea, I guess If that bear had killed him, we would never 
have seen him l ha.) 


Page 2 -b 








taped fall 1949 by Dave snarp r*g« ^ 

d: Yea, 1• m going over and start 

hill. Got Lowell and you all can 
m- You'd have a good ohance to 
Juat drive the oar up there and 
The creek might be up ao high 

is the creek. I’ll 
Get your shoes on. You and Lowell 

the iiill.(not clear)... fa 

tti ... a box of. — 

and there’s catnip in 
or if that’s how she smelled 
that’s my natural sm€ll", and he'd 


o£ l 

Jre you going coon hunting? f 
X ain't able to go over the 
c he hill You've got a lot of v 
* Unci© aam HA Gibson's place. 
u nd go under those apple trees 
they come off iauley Mt. they can’t get aoros 

^ and Shep over in the maddow. i _ 
f and you two can go on over _ 

(about a girl he knew using perflume) . 
gives you a porftx.e. It smells prett 
wanted in to that and lie aske 
» and she said "yes sir, J| | _ I 

to her any more i ha. lia. ha, 

and she stepped in where some one had 

church and I could hardly stand it and I 
ha, ha. Sis maybe she didn’t wipe 
her aftdr that. Bverytime I’d think of 
In church .... on the way, and walked 


r 6 —u. 

9ev© r . IQ6 ; 

J5Sr?«. 

Oevg- ,* y° u know, over at the 
ha wi^ ed that girl after that, 

her riri iu 1 never could kike 

t 0 C h ““Ink about that, ha. __ 

(other U fj and in the church and they smelled that. 

pe side of cassette) Dad stalking a deer in a laurel patch on "bear 

p if'ht dse " on 0a uley mt. Dad: ...rl .ht In the lanrel patch. 1 walked 
a g^ r ° n out and the air was drawing from the deer to me. I walked to 
X c tree, I remember it as well as yesterday. I stuck ray head around 

cockerir^ 8 Pitched ray gun rl ht on top of that doe's back. Well, I ,,, 
I ot th 8un * * ,d never shot from my left shoulder In my life, ha. ^ 
bead r 6 pretcle3t si«ht you ever say. I was juat looking at the front 
#* ri -hi- nevep once thought of It till It was dl over. I drawed the bead 
the d. fc ° n tbe middle oP the deer and pulled It odf and never itouched 

litrhtfinf* 1 bet 1 3hoC a foot over lfc * Well » it want out of there like 
it PAnfk ' 1 J ura P ed off in Che lanrel patch and fired a gain at it as 

mornlni/ t OU ?!j ln the bruah * b Y b didn't have a chance. Well, the next 

shoulder 1 ? la t ^ 3 : lly Marcus( '•)"let's learn to shoot from the left 
the left-’*, 1 ?? uld have killed that deer if t'd learned to shoot from 
did (practicing? 1 '* ph '’? nfc °I! t and you ' ve never seen the shooting we 
shot all his lffe - 111 uf* f°r^ 6 u aa betfcer than I was. But Uncle Hugh 
closer to a deer in ah ° uld e p . (Dave does too J) I w asHhever 

Dadf Ja 8 ha'^yes‘th 0 ^ 6 ' *° U ^tu^key^he^^way *** 

“fa- 

way and when the gun cricked she head down * facing the other 

f«rrrv r ‘^ tr r 

‘“•--only a natural 


/ 








, Sharp 

h ido to make sure you 

tomorrow night, K _-«, 

wouldn't go away back 
prove It because we 
it hat apple orchard, 
just i*unnlng a fox 
rest and he 
ves. wool on the 

. dog- s tock. Th. ftr.' 
•n 411 */#ir*can sa w this 


77 taped fa il 1949 b * raV * 
to produc. .loo" <-■“ 

„et one tonight or 
rfance to know 
ere. There's 
now be ran L 
d in ray mind 

he decided he w 
.(Snowsnoe i_ 

t od'*.ir troET.t 

and I donit think I l*"....,, 
hot »t It and I «snt to L 

t panther". I ““^ a ^d .here 
ig as a aheep, nthur " I never 

I icnowlt's a P a " bbur be ye iied: 

slipped alon g fi ^ doW n it went- 

n the £uncracked down 

ooked every bit that tall U- 
We brought It out to 
hit^as snow, with long ears 

Si: you know, tha ^ c ° ld --“ 
ayed about zero about u 
at the high rooks over an 
ust like they do In Canaca 
in the store upper window. 

ai?o, thru yonder at the meadow. 

100's of tracks In Gauley up 
one and never saw but that one ai. 

oe atrin/ 7 * When my boy3 are — - 
Dad ^nS have him on the movie at same 

usually Friday is ray 
y luck. I was 
che deer and another man 
rldav So Gat. I went back to my 
fferent direction to one of my bystanders 
1 Doled it a little bit 


that do(4 
no way to 
the coon fro: 
that he wa 
■_wanted to 

rabbit) pad 

ITa big Ha " 1 
al nee 

Will. L- 

oolor it was• 
it w as, 
heard of a 
"wait, 

I went up 

demonstraed it) 

home. The biggest part 
ears. SI: They'll get 
-inter in 1917 you know 
all* through Dec. and Jan 
Slatyfork that was as 
. We've got it me 

I a aw where on 

round top l 
there 


Will Morgan 

He missed it. He 

He said 

He said "If rlgbb - 
white panther 

wait. I 3 ee if* . , 

to get it and held 

That was nls 

of them is 

brown in a 

how cold 

'fie caught 

white as 

unted end 

- crossed 

of the hill, 
at the high top, I 
_ d I killed It. Dad: *;* 
here I want to make use of them. 

time (on front 

~ " _ luc ky day but I hunted 5 days and 

ahnut' to kill a deer on the 5th day. I * a 
about to UU« ed u >>ty _ ao j d having 

old stand. The deer was 
i. He shot about 

. It ran away.*rom hljn. I shot /<&, 

Another fellow said "go down in the 

brush, there's ak big deer there on the s ^ de . hard as I oould 

fellow didn't go in the brush ao I took off down there a 

do.nln the HoUo» and I brought Urn don. Ha waa a 6- pr one 

Now if you vim t to kill deer and want Q me ho usually 

He's a real chum and a real hunter and if I take him with me he usi y 

gets game. Dave: (kidding) where's Lowell? Dad: /e's right here. Oom 

over here Lowell , lie and I are hunters together. He does rtiateyr I 

tell him. fm7 he . ha. Dad: After I killed that fine big deer 1 8 ® n * 

Lowell baok up to ray stand where I'd been s tending for 5 days and a 

deer came thru there and he shot 6 shots and the last shot he brought 

him down. It was an 8-prong buck. Boy's did we have luck that day l 

iVe had two to bring in. It was a Job bringing those two in. Boy's we £m*v 

did have venison! ha. Coon hunt:—Da.: Why, we had quite a sport t 

killing coons. One night won there was no one here my coon hunting 

partner wasn't here so I waited to gp hunting ao bad and started out and 

went over the hill to the other farm and the dogs put 3 coons up a tree. 

I killed one and it Jumped 25 feet down over the hill. It got away In 

spite of everything,I couldn't get che dogs away from the tree as they 

knww other coons were in the tree. So I shot out the other two. BelleVs 

me, I had a load carrying those coona home, I wished my ohura had been 

ttnre to help. Those dogs are just pups, but red. ly good coon dogs. 

They won't bark when tracking. 

(..label's experience at the bear chuBe) Dave: did she run? Dad: The dogs 
were ooraing toward us. ihe ran to the oar as hard as she oould run. 


jumped in and auth the door. They rant two deer out and came about 20 
steps iron* 1451 
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- bL US ? d fc ° have lota of turkeys. Back on the “obtainther® must 
n e ' n 5° hoad of them. I followed tracka up on the Hat a *"| r JJjf 
tL f, thln ■ h mile of me. I crawled up over the bank and was pic 

bl &geat one to shoot. But a man came up on the other side ant 

hang" and away went all the turkeys. I was spited U ‘ 

Co ohoke him a little bit. ha. Another time I was up on the ml 
“■ oalli ng turkeys and about 15 of them came in a now across the 

** hard as they could a oalllng and cutting. I banged in with tl 

and knocked down four of them. I ran up there. One Jumped 
high and I could have shot It. I was ao excited with It jumping 
nal iy jump e( j up and out through a hole in the trees and sailed a 
i mile down In Buck’s hollow. I went down there and looked the 
ry over and couldn't find It. So I went back up and I had three 
poung turkay gobbl eers, about all I could carry out of the.-e. 
n C do that anym more because we don't have the turkeys. rhey'r 
arc e aa hen , a t6eth> Dse d to hear gobblers In the spring of the 
*ou seldom hear that now. Hunters and red and grey foxes abot 
led the wild turkeys. I'd like to reed. 1 back when my young das 
little wnile to have the sport like we used to have among the 
jame—turkeys, deer, etc. Fish 1, we used to have fish to galor 
>dness, you co Id go and catch a b sket full of fish In Just a 
1 while. But we can't anymore. They stock the streams every y« 


£un wouldn 't go off. I tried both barrels. They had their 
crossed each other--lined up. Their old beards looked 
ihes long. By then the started "cutting"(danger signal) 
nd flew out. V.'hen they got about a 100 yards, tte un went 
as could be. I felt like taking the gun around a tree, ha. 
a better chance In my life and to think that old gun would 

gun down that way (demonstrated) and brought 
, you see. It wouldn't cock half the time, 
gun clicking. That was the gun I got from 
for ordering a large shipment of hard oandy. It wasn't 
That's some of your give-away stuff, ha. >Vell, Ira to 
I may take some corn ovur and feed those turkeys. 

I'd go in the car.(not clear).... 

where we expect to meet again. Like ;artha 
» I had to leave, and I said "we hope to 
we will meet a 3 ain. I'd talked to them at tta 

lot f“x« SSTl 1 "f4 b r. ,ae#? > 

battsr SSfe'7* 

took him to the Marllnton hospital and h ttlat * He took sick aid they 
False. He said It was better in ^eyond^ ° V6r - iUa name 

Dad: my mother told me that Wf D r 

her, "mother, you're goinr* tntn/ lew daya bef ° r « ahe died—I said tn 
Sot If, leg took,. to that 

f uiuonia and die. She said: whv do 


uo rae ™at way m I broke the 
it baok up and It didn't oock 
They flew when they heard the 
a c andy com pany 
wr oth a dimeT~ 
go over the hill 
If the water wasn't up so. 

Dad: . life's . 

Gibson, I was talking to her 
meet again" She said: ' 
market (sheep?) . i hadn't 
I said this worlds* 
always. I'd heard a 
—a preacher, 
would permit it 
for living on 
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Py about ■*&** that. Luther? It'a better on beyond after this 
W, '«n L° V ' r- pne^onia and dlo die. 

I I'op.**■ a otirlatlan and She had him to sing the mo t beautiful song, 
anyona®! " lmt lfc w “s no« (she apparently requested It) There waa never 
V °te2%^° had * better mother than I did. There waa never a more de- 

bp otha* laclan - Lhe was permitted— gave witness to ^ 

* b o d *° d ca.,e to life and he told all about ^ 

hl m ul? ln haaV6 n. Told them how beautiful It was. T..e savior took 
°n mT 1 ov ®i' heaven and let him look down Into hell. He said a boy 
naiue f* ® wic ^ed boy, and the savior asked him whid did you take my 
Otha —be was in the flaraesof fire. dm told what boy it w 

ap a _ aid: "Joe's saved. He's here with me, oan't you see him. (Joe 
the^° ntly had died shortly before Otha with diptheria). —and there s 
a.id ° avlor * Dad: Joe was'a mischevlous boy and never joined the church 
by aa never converted. .Maybe never had the chance. He was raised 
he ^hrlstian parents (David iiannah) They were uneasy stout him because 
p h aa ® mischevious. He died about a week or 10 days before that. 

^ ^ ^- 3 what made the family such devored Christians. One of them, 

c le George, became a preacher. Otha could pe rmore miracles. said 

3t ca " throw that handkerchief up against the loft (ceiling) and it'll 
, f there" h e thsew a red handkerohief up there and It , they said, 
ooked like Just a space of a knife blade between it and the wall, and 
uayed there through that day and night and next day when grandmother 
astfued what time he was hurried—she had a small baby (Mary)(and 
couldn't go to funeral) and they said about 2 o'clock,when they put 
him in the grave, up there above Marvin, ah (uncle ) George Hanna h 3 -- 
•at'a the iiannah graveyard. She said she noticed the handkerchief 
laying across the back of a chair. He (otha) said: I can take that 
child and put it in the fire (fireplace) and it won't burn". They 
wouldn't let him have the baby to put in the fire. Otha said "I cun 
snow you where Heaven is. They (his mother etc.) went outside and he 
said "up there's heaven—right back of Sam iiannah'a—the whole heaven's 
lit up. Otha said "up this way. Pap's coming. He cd. led him pap. 

;e was coming home from* a sale (Up Ilk) He told grandfather (David) 
everything that he bought at the Sale. Among the tilings, you bought 
a colt for^Sara and I (brother and sister) Grandfather said "yes I was 

going to give it to you and Sarah (Tad's mother) David said "Son, you' 

come back to stay with me?" Otha said "no, it's too beautiful over in 
neaven. I've come to stay only a little while. I wish you'd make me a 

pallet befo e the fire". After about an hour or two. 


ve 


He laid down 

Just 


- -— —-- - - - - » ••• wv* mwwmv# uuui u jl v n uo X a I 

on the pallet before the fire and didn't move a hand nor foot. , 
like going to sleep. That is what made them, well they were good 
Christians anyway. Grandfather (David) wouldn't eat anything cooked 
on Sunday. I do ' t know if it waabefore Ahat or not. It had to b e 
cooked on Satur day, iou know, when it rained manna from Heaven to 
feed tht Iseralites they culd only geather it one day at a tima If 
they picked two days at once it would 31 oil. If thay geathered It on 
Sat. it would stay good on Sunday to eat, 

George commented that he heard a preacher say "a man who fed stock on 

Sunday wasn't a Christian. I disagreed with him" Dad: your're right. 

Because He spoke one place: "tfho Is it that won't pull the ox out of 

the citch? .Vhen they went through the field plucking corn or wheat, 

you know, some of t,.e people critized them--the deciples plucking 

wheat(of grains) because they were breaking the sabbath, and he said: 

"I am the Lord of the sabbeth and whAoh of you if the ox fell In the 

ditch wouldn t pull it out on Sunday? That means that things that 

have to b e done, I think , possibly, it would be more harm to let the 

stock to starve and suffer than to feed it. YOU'd be doing a righteous 
act • 

2 first 1 sidl I ’ eel " t °- reel ta P e - Start on 2nd reelto-reel. 
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faoe to face. I know 
a vision he himself 


l^ad • 

m »« ’n»f nao/vDo yle said "I saw Jesus, I suw him 
/**): . ,liet him". (Jad apparently telling of 

^ 1 Orj: » ^ ««ld r, I tiud the same axporionco#" but IM didn’t tell it* 

a Ubt X*h„i . Wus out here on top of the hill about 5 years ago and an 
3 Oiae othe* 11 *^ Seen in years. Aunt Lear ( or Lehr) Hannah. There was a. 
hill— L r ^nan , came up from the old school house and comAfcg up the 
*°Oke<j 1 , Watoh «d them and there was aunt Lear. I»d forgotten what she 
year 8 /—Uncle ,eor e ^annah's wife. She'd beencead for several 

y®ars r d sho said "Luther, look yonder, look yonder", and for 2 or 3 
I apeak of that without crying. It's h 








lo O(ed VlUan,t speak of that without crying. It f s hard to do it yet. 
j h «*e cto« a Tu_ und und I never saw the heavens’ so beautiful In my life. 
tf U a ear^r tbe ^ av ior with the most decorated stars( TT ever saw on 
3 targ y 0 “""*11 around on his wings and crown. The most beautiful 

f" b *hind srr 8 e w ln this world. He came on and there were two others 
wife, Lg uim. j waan tt to know who the were. I believe was my first 
Seen dolrfT* and daughter Areola . They were decorated. You've never 
ab outabout 3 .u ecorated that could compare anywhere. And I wonderdd 
I worjdern th ®y got Christ's picture on a pocket handkerchief(?) and 
Talk ab * ^ that was a pictu,« of him on It or not, but It Is. 
face of/ Personality—the finest personality I ever looked on the 
--a poor • nd 1 ^ind of had a fear—entering in to the presence of flod-- 
yard bin W6ak 3lnn6 r llkeme., and he came on dovn to top of the grave- 
with was no timber there at all. And I said "shapke hands 

It wa a n hS reQC h®d down and shook hands with me. (Dad weeping), 
it. ^8° It was a viaion « Aunt Lear called my attention to 

Aunt Lea 3ald Luther look back yonder. And then when I woke up. 
when t Qnd thl3 ofcher wonian was walking In their ordinary clothes like 
3kv waa i #ere her * e on eapth * She said "£uther look yonder". The 
coming cio«° ra ^f? With 3tars of various colors, gold, silver and came 
that n««r!i r tllX chey cume to the graveyard. The speak lixiiuli 
I've al pL!! a / no ^ P ena ltted to look on the face of their creator, 
hands' that prlvll °3 B lf I “»er ••• Ms again, and I shiok 


hind 
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•Ve 

r «, 






o™ 5* 11 ali'ha'v; 

ah , f 7ou 18 
ab out you 9 

napp, 



Si. W© 1 ve been loot'.itvj Q t ® me 

- v V» j ■ n n ■ i i. a • • a *•!«#« tin i.ii u i 111 ia i ^ . . • 

Pictures 

SH£«r 

- - Genevieve and FTEuld like to be txp there with you. It 

-.-one to be dundav und vmas up there with you. . '•••* . 

Piayod it to Dad Xmas night: He laughed happily about lb ; and 

® b ° ut hunting: Dad: I started in on Monday morning at 1+ o clock and 

hunted all week. .aw several aoes and on Friday my lucky day, I saw x 
a deer at a distance and I had to back out from where I was and ".o 
about a ± a mile around to get up on the deer and got down and crawled 
and had everything going my way, and I had about 30 yards yet to crawl 
and don't you know that big deer that was feeding was in a i air opening 
and Henry shaver was watering f rom a distance when we first saw It. Ana 
a acroundrel, I don't really know what you'd call him, ha, came up on 
the other side and when I got up to lay my gun on the rail fence to 
shoolt the bl_ buck It was "gone. That'show he soared it andran it away, 
i lo t out and lost faith. fften on Sat. I went out and Henry Gibson 
aaked if Lowell could .o along. I said "yes, I need a partner, and so 
Ivan, Ralph, Lvan was back on the mountain and I t hlnk they ran the deer 
to me. i shot and broke It's leg and followed it • a track about 300 yards 
and that time he laid therel a 6-prong b uck and he was a dandy. Well, 
just after killing it I looked add saw 4 deer going across the ridge. 

One was large. I told Lowell to go back up to wher.e I wason a stand 
and I'd follow the deer around and go across at the head of the other 
hollow, as I wasn't alio .ed to kill aay more. When I got over there they 
had gone through. Just now I heard Lowell commence bang 1 bangl bangl 
He shot about 6 shots and the last shot hit him In the back bone and 
dropped him down . When I went 


MtA 




. rr __.... - - up ther he had an 8 point buok, a dandyl 

If you don't call that luck I don't know what you’d ckll itl -e'd 
hunted all week and then on Sat we had our first luck after seeing so 
many iun does. ha. Uncle George here (label's uncle?) 1st day of the 
season he wasafraid of getting shot. Wouldn't go in the foods so he 
aat up on the mounoairut and some one ran a big buck by him and he dropped 
it. He came to the ho ise and said "Henry, come up here quick. I got 
him--I got him l" I hollered far Ivan and Ivan came by him and helped 
carry It in. It was che best luck we've had far years. I gave Ivan the 
head and hide and horns, and he is having it mounted. And Uncle 0oorge 
is giving him his (Dave: these must be the two deer heads of Ivan's 

mounted on one board--?) I didn't know Ivan would mount them so I messed 
up the neok of Uncle George's. 


r'umire 

Dave: 


----- 0 w W . 

° 1 Celling a ' J out someone backing Into Frank 1 8 car etc. and about 

In 2nd world war. 


llmit. have the beat coon dogs——most any ni 

tVe go over to the apple orchard acrossthe creek 
the house and over on 
tonight? Dad; 




-- w.w.b, .Ve don't go so far from 

r o:i the other farm (old home pkkco). Dave; can't we go 

’ , .1 : 3 ~ unaa y night 1 - -my boy. Don't you regard tk»e 

sabbath and keep It holy? ha. ha. si! (adding) Dad<. doga hunt on Sunday. 

H a mad. ua go to ch.roh on Sunday but h. doesn't «*. th. dogs 


gol 
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jp dm 7** «> x —1949 or „v- h ^ b rr«.if“«d , 4h. do g . t^ 0 d’. 2 i^r 

*eet from 

tho tree. 

* 2 * 5 ^ 

J*f* 1 bunted UP . -Ire ■* tied th- 

Si? ► , • j * aa worn out when I got hone. 

s?££ ss’.sjs -n n »pr 

“•ay 1 '"."’? 7 ' P ^“y ““ d t,ie darby tbnt wo. enilstlng in ” b th °". an ,i. 

or k he•d been in previously. Darkey, ^u, i narkovi, well, 

?v. , dilator: tbor. «■-»*£«•“£ Sw**!? in ££• 

"“fu* t.r, .C!t S wore they? Darky: the ba “ 16 . ““J 1 l• you 

L£r tlT b «£\£ 

^ sure ran | Recruiter: what about the battle with your wife. ar ey. 

8 h » 1 surrendered l ha, h?. He then said to the captain: I J wh 

do me one fuvor. I don t watot you to put me In the cavalry » 

J he captain say's "retreafl", I don't want a hearse to hole me back in 

>h£ retreat." .. .TT~. sane not clear. __. 

Sl£>... GUJ u Mathias.then Si telling about a teacher going up on Elk 

and~S51idFTorAndy) wouldn't study. Parents told teacher to make him 

-y anyhow. He sale "I. him once but id doesn't do a bit o good , 

So the next morning he (teacher) said we'll aL 1 study now. Andy, ge Fu 
your book and study. He said Andy wouldn't open his book. So he went 
back and caught him oy the top oe his shirt and he said he just shook 
him almost out of his clothes, tore all the buttons off his shiirt. 
tie set him back in his seat and Andy opened up his book and he studied 
from then on. The teacher stopped by the home and they asked him if Andy 
studied? He said: didn't Andy tell you? They said "no, he never tells 
us anything. The teacher said he studied fine. I Just shook him till 
all the buttons fell of his shirt. The* old lady said: "that's alright, 

1*11 sewa them back on", ha, ha. 

Dave: Dad, did you know Gum frjathias the teacher? 

Dad: I reckon I did nilow^Tm - 1 - "wasn't you and same other boy going 

to whiji him one time"? Dad: Davis Hanna h, Joe Sharp and I-we saw 

him about beat She daylights out of otht ' kids~I He Had a slfick about 20 
inenes long—-he'd cut on it as a regulator (a ruler?) and he used it to 
prop up the window. He'd just Jerk that out of the window and grab a 
youngen' and blister him right l --almost wear him out. So we three 
made it up that if he jumped on6 of ua we'd~Joi- n to gether and we 1 d Hole 
the old man. We were in our teens (Is?) ha, ha. a*x One day....he always 
would court some girl (student) —pick out some girl to court . Gum 
Mathias had 3 fingers on one hand and two on the other. (Pave: Ragpnond Mace 
wrote me the same thing l) Dad: He hud high shoulders. A head as big as 
William Jennings Bryant. Smart enough and all like that. One day we 
were out there playing draw ball., and they threw, you know, the baL 1 to 
the other side and whoever was hit it put you out .. and so I doved for 
it and someone missed it. He yelled: "you jumped behind that girl to keep 
from getting hit"l He talked so independenat and mean, f looked for the 

i . _ L-.l. JJ.I - •« . ■ . A _ . . - - _ 


other boys but neither was there that day. 
do it 1 I was beginning to think about the 
"don't you tell mo you didn't jumpe behind 
hit." I said no sir I did not. Dave: did 
no, he stopped there. 


I said "Gum Mathias, I didn't 
girls too, ha. He said: 
that girl to keep fi*om getting 
he do anything to you? Dads 
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my un --* :. _ , noW birds ou In the snow. wmie x was 

thrown? °? g " lfeh me lhope r kill one of them. All you 

had r 1 8 Ch ® ha ^ off the 3tack 1 toI 7 hl fhat irun So wiggled around 

nud to do ... fl h.nai tr cbo trigg'r on that gun. £>o « wLggx. 


I *»* a hold of the atack pole and .•eaching down to the 

5* hammer down and He" touched that trigger and the thlt 

aiae of mv T lust fell. I was numb. WJon I &oZ over imi. 

Tea tn 83 * W JSFV&J to“aa If blood. I “ u t . U 

Pa P 3 . hafil ih?p me to death"! I saked him If he saw any bliod and he 
said h 6 didn't. 

-tory of Dad scoraping a s kun k to death 1 siatvfork creet 

Had: I wes coming up froSlhe PortiT Morre house (mouth of siatyfork creek 

--up that st.<ep oath--aide of the hill near da yfork cree.i. I'd been 

down to Uncle Harmon Sharp's one night. I h- ard something coming above 

the path in the leave?. Skunks wore worth about £2. Honey was acaroe. 

It was a skunk. I jumped on the skunk akrnmi above a ollff of rocks and 

my feet slipped ,,,where the bank is awful steep. I landed at the bottom 

and broke ny lantern -.lobe. I was hurt so bad I thought I'd lay there 

a minute. jid gone 20 feet--rolled down to the bottom By the way, I 

felt something digging under me. I'd caught that skunk sliding down there 

and I hud It down tight and it couldn't do a thing. So I raised up Just 

a little bit. I got off as soon as he started kicking and scratching. 

0 h # land of moreny, 3 it threw that scent all over me and I got up and 

stomped that skunk to ceach. ha, ha. Those boots I had on they stunk 

every time I'd warm them up—(Dave: I guess before the fire place that 

winter) and I'd think of that old skunk , Ha. Well, I got the skunk alxl 

alrightl Another skun k s tory i 

Dad: i.ly father and I, we tracked some skunks In down the creek bank -- 

back under a big flat rock. We got a mattock and went to d igging. We 

built a fire In below it trying to smfcke It out. You can't smoke them out 

or we didn't th it time. Ve blow the smoke back under that rock. So we 
^ampadx&Dfc *uitL<tr^Dlg^tiJky'K-.iip±;iil:fllag.uiniXbajil.:iia^iamHX jumped in and thou, ht 
wo could dig In back behind that flat rock. We dug down. I.'.y father was 
digging and told me to watch below. He said: I'm coming through on It. 

The mattock broke In to it here. Now you watch there with that stick. 

I w as watching. The a moke^ had strained my eyes. He puched down In there 
and Instead of the a,oink throwing It out hla way he filled my eyes full 
through that smoke, Ha, ha. Gr' at lands'. The reason the~ cjog wallows and 
rubs his head In the grass. It's not the smell. ltJLs butns Just like fire. 
I strained my eyes to seta dn it was about 10 feet to the creek. I made 
about five Juppl into the creek and stuck my head right down i n t he water 

to get it out of my eyes. I washed and rubbed it out. ,.ly father final iy 

killed the skunk. # 

Story of Uncle Hugh chased b, r a bear 1 

Dad: That's wnen Uncle uarmon Sharp said he heard an old deer and she had 
fawns lnihere (up on the mounuainTTln a brush thicket) Undo Hugh, Just 

S bb h^H «°f?rrhfc iuh 6 °K ° U ' da I “ ornit ^« 1Ie had * dream that night that 
he had a light with a .bear and he had a cane with a knot on it. He'd 

»:rz.r n o c £. h K./ r ‘ h r 
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--I'wo lu u« r •* ’ * ’ * ' 

« hn'f 0 the not .ho in Llio thick brush, so ho made a Jump In there rA 

bonr , rlr ^* to catch the fawn. instead of n doer It was an old nhe w 

bravo r 1,8 lf «Pt suylnr "akh, akh, nkhV und backing up and putting up a 

ran down over 




nd ho nald "I 
ould go-If that 


tho h!if° e to th « hear till he Rot outsLde. and he aald ho 
Just it, Hb was Juab a boy. tie auw a big hollow log and 
bear h t° d lnto “hut old lo; and went In as xnr aa i could 

Jio Qd followed mo that was Jot where ha she would hi* e wanted me” ha, ha. 

, > c he bear think he was brave until ho got out of there. 

® bah**** Dad: liv rybody bias an influence on some one. I was wutchlng 
fc he mother's ar.iia. The little fellow yawned. I stopped in 

Y iddle of my talking and ywwned. So I said: "Kveryone has an influence 
th t U i? ay noL think ao, but youm do." I 3*ld pardon me, but I watched* 

T h ittlo baby and It had enought influence over me to cauae me to yawn. 

..iore h 11 ^® u tfhed. " 

__ , er huhting—not clear: on the mountain—Henry Loralne, Lowell. 

Lad «« n<5 atrategy etc. 
jT—Plying hio first car home : Dad: 

Y us in 19l"5~'that I bought my flrqt cor . (Ivan thought it was 1914) 
f4ir°1 n C ° UOt it up--15 from 49 i® 35 years. I went ovor to I'larlinton 
Then ^ l f ounda (to loarn) and drove it aro ind two or three times. 

- (lp they took me out (out of the fair ground) aid started home, and 
car- 1U1 * r Wh ° Waa wit h me- -und another fellow was following us in another 
(Th~~ We d ^ dn *t hove good roads then They were muddy 

u_ ®y turned Dad loose chore at Campbell town and l ad started home on 

... I drove 

w ju li w*j w w \jiu%j\j uu / xii a VIOK.WU* tllld t hQ 



th X i^«iu 19030 tiu caiapuoii oown ana i aa suaruea 

e old dirt road) (Tape la blurred but here is some of it): 
v/ n to Charlos McGuires place .(someone) in a wagon. 


hor° eS afcarted hollering (with fright) I stopped, and they held the 
ses. 1 waa B f ra id the horses would jump out In the road , you know. 

t . f ? on do 'J ,n to Page Hannahs, . ha, ha. (Dave; I remember h.m 

that he had to back up on a curve there with great difficulty.) 
-—and he came on home. 






Starts r ^ Un ’ G «n«vieve, Dave, Evan ) Sat, Dec 31, 1949 
"Slttl Uad and Iv 11 sinking. Then eating at the table. Singing 
(blur * ? tar °f Bet hi eham" . Then Ivan saying the blessing at the 
and L,f a , -I va n : "'-'ur dear heavenly Father we thank thee for thy goo 
t 0 a indne 3 s, and watching over us and taking careous and permitted 
of 0u Se {“ b:Le around this family table again. Bless this food to the 
in tt bod i es and bless our fellowship together and at last save us 
_ 18y kingdom, we ask it in Jesus* name. Amen." 
ad? y ° u f 8 «lves. 

) av ;. hel P yoursel 

leard are you Soing coon hunting tonight too. Dad? 
ier« / "HD" to fall i --only that time I wasn’t there. 


Ivan: Fverybody 

VioLet: thank you. Sylvla--wanted some of the hot bread 

f. (a lot of it unclear). 

Dad: you’ve never 
ha, I go over 

iow across the creek)(corn) when nobody else goes. I hive to 
Jlf. Ivan: have you got any sideboards for my plate? Dave: 
you going coon hunting tonight, too? Evan: yesl Dave: aren't 

i of coons? Dad: well we have a slim cha ance.Dave: Ivan 

>ar about one coon fai ling in the river? Ivan: yes, I heard 
-• Dad: I hated that, I believe that was the biggest coon 

He fell out of the tree asdead as a door's nail. Eunice asked 

t term got started—she'd heard It i 1 her life. 

won’t drink any mild from his Dad’s cows, he's af rai t it isn’t 
Cinti. mild. I believe he’s afraid of the milkfcgg (Henry 
ilklng— unpastenrized). Dave: Ivan's a traitor to hia 
e’s drinking tea, Ivan: my wife, "Eve" persuaded me. Dad: 
ny ioe for ray mild? Dave: If It hadn't been for th6 Boston 
maybe we'd be drinking tea. Dad: How was that? Dave: 
study that in histroy? Dad: no, I didn’t. Dave: The 
ted the tea to payfor their soldiers over here and we didn't 
so our men dressed up like Indians and threw all the tea off 
.nto the sea. Dad: They did? Dave: then the revolutionary 
l. Ivan Taxation without representation. Dad. Then the didn't 


j> we have any raajsle syrup? Genevieve: here's some apple butter 
van and Jr. do you want some of this maple syrup? Dad: J r. go 
.n the delco house, there's a whole case or honey brought back 

J 6 *iT 1 f' e u the other da y ( trl -P peddling in Randolph?) and get you 
that honey. It's already In cartons.. Ivan: If you're going 
in Ing, better eat a lot.al The dogs are barking to go now. Dad 
ise do ;s can bark l ( Eund ce came in kitchen) Gr-nevleve: Hi E 

..(Everyone said"happy new year" Dad: come eat with us.* 

nally sat to eat) . (food mentioned at the table: strawber 

cken, ham, salad, apple butter, beans, pudding, cheese 

ad, cranberry, etc. 

ta h? DaVQ & ^ ylvla to church toraarrow. Dave; are y 

m uZrtnV n lUable yea * . (calendar shows it to be Sat, 31a 

m i.lorrran) Dave: la tfdzar sMli i ^^_ » f . 














Dad 


Storl 6a of L. D. Sharp 12-31-1949 ta P ed b * Dave Sharp Paf?e 

(from Heul and Cassettes tfn ) 

l Thayer did thft/blGt£ e3t ^ Eunice: Lowell out hla one time. 

!? ad: .Ivan, one time” a^ltVtle fellow, sat down to p at his hatr cut on 
the olX^ House oorch! I had the clippers . Then I had to go from the old 
house dmin *■_ ku- „ .- a r.Unn hnllered "Hello" at the store. I aald 


back he f d atarted 
to cut bis hair all off 




down to the store A fellow hollered Hello 
there ivun wnlle I go wait on him. When I came 
oii hox»e and he cut up to there. So 1 . p , + 

no 0l \ b to 3t raightedn it. Dave: Hememtxr the time Hiat S1 Pa “ 1 .®'* 

1 °nald , a hair off short? There was a c lrcu a over at the old place (In 

upper creek meadow) They just shaved to top of his head lo ?^ . 

Jl ke a t)ald-he aded man. He was Just a little ooy, about llke ***"•' 
b bey left Just a little hair around above his ears. Dad always said we 
bad to go to church, but he wouldn't let PQjaftJ-d go for a month. Dad: 

He'd attract too muoh attention with everyone laughing, you know. I 
scolded the boys about it. ha, ha. Mabel; Dave, you cut Freda fares’ 
brother's hair' off one time. Eunice: wasn't his name Jim? Dave: This 
Rhea up here that carries the mail. ills boy came down and had me to 
cut hla hair. I Just cut a road through the top. 

&ad: the only time I ev.r had to whip Jr. In church —you were a little 
1 allow and pinned a clothe on a fellow's coat tall, ha. ha. And I gave 
him ana awfu3T^ood~whfppfng over that, ha, ha. He was an awful rolschfcv- 

lous little fellow. he waa about the age of Evan. 

(coon hunting tal^): Dave: You're not going to take a gun are you, ’van? 

Ivan: If dad will want me to. Dave: Give him a shotgunl Evan: (knowing 
1 waa kidding aald) "hu hu " Dad: you don't have a light gun like a 

22? . Dave: Dud you might as well ride over there with ub. 

Dad: We may go to Clntl and stay a few days, ha, ha. Ivan: I was think¬ 
ing why didn't you and Mabel come down to our place for Xmas and then 

come up with Dave and Sylvia. Dad: We Just couldn't get away. If 

we had 100 Invitations.we know we have an invitation ± 1 the time, 

so we don't need an Invitation. Ivan: If you'll come down I'll bring 
you back any Friday auc night. Dad: This was awful d angerous wasn't 
it,—Dave coming in? (snow on roads). Two years ago It snowed 15 feet 
deep op on Middle Mt. meadow. Ivan: these tires will help you an awful 
lot. Dad: I bought two tires—knobby treads. Ivan: yes, they 
should be on rear together. 

End of the big reel ffB . —— 

ir thu cassette Ta turned over It will be garbled until last l/3 
and It may repeat wnat is on the first side? 

Some of it may be ta clearer than oth*r side. 

There is some talk about the first cars (after the war?) If so, this 
tape may have been before 1949--niaybe 1947 ?? (At one place Dave said: 
"it was about Augueat when we got it. They started making them about 
Feb. or March....) So..:???? 


The box the if 8 reel was In Is dated "Dec 31" Then /label said she wanted 
Dave & Sylvia to go to church tomarrow (Sunday) lndloatli^ It waa Sat 
that the tape was made. The onlly Saturday Deo. 31st la In 1949* 

90 • • • • 


uuina 









by L.D.SiiA.<y . 17 U9-1950 

(l^h # u X y an » Otex Oiboon, Ralph? Lowull? si 

1 half ol* LD and 2nd half of reel 6 is ol !«rlela ) 

a 1 -~ here wanting to buy aheepji and said 


taped by Dave 
Reel £ 6 (A) 




0 




a - fallow told i»i© # he coma -- -^ - 

^omaona told him ijiinyj n Hannah wanted to sell all the sheep ho had this 
ea.r f because they had abortions and war all losing their lamb::. Some 

+ ioae their lambs before their time.cause cows too. ...should 

***• that owe frnn the other sheep. It's a disease. Ivan: (or :4fca)?r 
jo h «a lost 4 calves this year. Dad: He only got 5 oalves. He had 
nin ° and lost h of them Otis: i'he Mace wonxan down ther, she lost twin 
oaivea. Dad: r feel 3or ry for her. Who*s cow had twin cnlves? 0KKI1 ^ 

? tla: one ol’ he.’S. Pad: Holla lace' s? Lately? * Was tollin' me 

‘ 9 J® last week "I was down at Harry's' and .and she lost 5 cows. 

°ad: "ell, she lost three when . well there must be something 

wrong \ gi. ,. /hat WQa with Voo» s calves : Ivan: Veo's not lost 

aa y before^si . Da d ; I think he lost two last year. Ivan, well la3t 
yarn* i ie i 03t ono ^ but well he just had a bad time of It. We lost two 
last y ar b ecause of carlesaness, and this* year I aet my head to there 
wouldn't be any carlesaness. If we had losses It wouldn't be our fault, 
and we never lo 3 t a one out of 11 . 

pad: He said she wouldn't l ump three rails .... bought her and took her 

Home and put her In a x 3-ra ll fence und she oleared It l and went baok 
on old H. Sohearor and told him you said she wouldn't Jump a three rail 
fenoe. Ho said: "she won't, she won't —she 'll just ste p over It l ha. 
He vra3a pretty slick Grader. He sold a horse" to a Yellow, lie was asked 
How he pulled. Sohearer: "h, that horse with a wagon, when you come to 
a hill he's right there . The .nan bought it. When &e gof to a hill 
He "was there" 1 lie kftsk booked and wouldn't pull a lick . ha. 

Had: uith a b uggy rake she backed all over the field. If wo had the 
rakes pointing the other wah i ha. That old big grey mare, welching 
about 1500 lbs. Do you remember her. Sit SI? No. Dad: I don 1 1 know 
who we got her from. She wasa bay mare. She wouldn't run off or kick, 
but when you put her in a buggy rake she'd commence backing, backing. 


■5 




You couldn't make her 
her off, ha. 


go foreward. I didn't keep bar long. I traded 


•••••... in a wugon, 
but when she ^.ot to a 
been spoiled. Dave: 


.ind when she started In a wa£on she'd pull it all. 
Bteep place or a heavy load she'd Just quit. She'd 
H Your Dad cu_t n hor se's foot put of the log barn. 

Dad; That was alack Sam's (negor's) horse. I can sHow you over in that 
old burn now where he choppe d that hors's foot out. I'd like to show to 
show it to you sometime. (Dave: Dad showd we boys the notch chopped 
out of the log in the log barn near tho^old store building,beside the road). 
Talk about an axman--thure never was ak better one in this country 1 
He chopped left or right handed. That horse got down In there and rolling 
and ran his foot thru the barn in between the logs. Black Sam came to 
stay all night, him and Marge . lie was a c olored man . And sir, when that 
horse put it's foot between the longs there was no way in the world to 
get him out. he couldn't lift that big ole horse up and he (Silas) took" 

an ax and. Black ham said "oh, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Sharp, b e careful, 

.ir. Sharp" Dad: He just chopped onek side and turned to the left 

nard: 




side and chopped. You ccxild hardly see an ax mark on either side, 
xie chopped that horse's foot out of there. The horse walked awy naif 
nothing had ever huppedned to him. That ole darkle. I can ho*r him vet 
saying "Oh, ;4r. -bar , be careful". SI: ^'v'hhre _ dld the live? Dad: They 
liv'd down here at the Tome place (bklow Slatyfork). 

0 d: Another black man: One day i was hungry and they had the sueep 
penned. Ian 1 t i.t wonderiul now children can remember? They had tne sheep 
penned over across the creek at the head of that meadow and there was 
a rail fence clear around th.it meadow and they built a pen there and was 
shearing aheep* I wanted something to eat so My mother sent over here 
h “ u . B . e y ol ° house—bet ho se now?) for a piece of bre d. 











at hor hands, how bluett they are” My mother tried to f lx It up 
‘ lnoVf It wouldn't make her fool bad, ha, ha. Mother said "oh, her 
. ai%a clean, they are Juat thn t color", ha, ha. And I didn’t 
1 1 ha, 

who Wia the black man you scared? Dad: he waa tho ono that 
Ptfu build that concrete bridge ovt>r the hill. I said "how do you do 
• -unnah" and he thought Mrs. Hannah was right there and scared him 
st out of his boots, ha, ha. Dave: what was he doing? Dad: "What 
° doing?" x knew you’d come to that, ha, ha. Dave: did Ills pants 

Dad: there wu3 no one (Mrs. Hannah) near him, ha, (The black 

’ Va3 taking a leak) IIom was a stranger to me, I’d never meet him 

°* That’ 3 why he thought there really was a woman right there i ha, 

arly Jumped out of Ills hide. He said "Oh, mist a Sharp you soared 
^7h 3Carod me 4 ha, ha. Dave: Didn't you get soared one time when 
-d-iD3pn^3 _wife came down the path in the woods from their house on 
fountain and you didn’t know it? Dads No, that wasn’t me It was 
other fellows. Well, she ran on to a co pie"other fellows" that 
working along there, ha, ha. and scared them. I can't tell you 
iy how that was. If you’ll turn off themachlne I’ll toll you how 
6ls , ( ("someone" hud a call )f nature on buzzard mt. path end a t 

Gibson came down the path an d he 'Flu d to pull his pants 

1 ll A Itr nl I. . J J ^ A. I. m Hi I ^ ^ 4 ■ ^.4 1 M “ Z ■ * ■ M - 


acaool teacher 


there 




|,, a . 3T °WtB iiY L.D.SHAiU 1 

ti *?“ .*? awe the sa 

hiid « 1 ^i % e--dxdn l t nave an- % . , , 

think ff Pa * 1 smoked «n±n a plpo. I didn't have any gloves 

8, »okii lt Wa °°ld whan I went up there 
got 0 y(. * C to warm my hands, am 

Qn (■ * ho t U 41U 1 XX^UU w»* V* - - - 

/ , r '° aot it on fire from'the bottom and In the meantime I sucked 

r ° ot ina) amber down my throat. I never got sicker in my life. ,hen 
X ‘?® to the spring there at Frank .lann ahs. I thou&fet I'd die nearly, 
j ° led off the horse to get some water* 

X al “® d t° roll of right at the spring as I didn't think I could walk, 
theh ac:ae water and got back on the horso again. Instead of going to 
tl0us « (thulr house'.'’) I rode out to the old barn. I reraernfoor as 
s *. yoetorday. I roue In under the shed and rolled off off end 

kill Vorait lng. If 1 h.id n't vomited that nlootine, it would tin ve 

, ^ I believe it would. I never was sicker in my life. 

e ard of u w,-minn nnn time whose husband took colic and thev wanted to 


7 Taped by Dave Pare i 

teacher and I Reel 

left there after night and I 

I don't 

And I put my hand on the pipe 
d by the way it ourned all out. 3o I 
and filled the pipe with tobuoco. Then I'd blow in a 


neaaers Note: Most every story is copied verbatim—word for word— 
. ° 0 • ^opy little was not verbatim. It will be obvious where it 
■not berbatim. Also, extra information or explanations have been 
put in parenthesis— for lnstanoe:"(Elk or adray?)" 

One reason it is verbatim, even if some of it is uninteresting, 
or superfiuous, is that it gives the mood of thinking of the old-tl 

the detail ln t0 tllelr live3 « future generations may appreciat 
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i lkoPloa by L,. D^ilm rpr 
Ivan, Dave. 

OPles : selling honey, Hugh anako-been, 

uad • _,.. '—- 

M either spoil the rod or a 

v,>,, 8 ** r on thorn. Pud: you have 

D«rt 81 v ® Ron? _Dad: .Friday 

niAvK Oood l * nd ° r r °y 1 No u8e 
; you should try to oat slower 

nj® • hurry, I ot hungry aid my 

j" Q: that bull dLdn't look very good 

ought hm £op sorvlce. lie's well marked 

ticatlona of a registered and maybe he'll give 

lave: Tell U a about iiallie McL.aur.Hn . ( 

1 « road to Murlinton whe 

*>uldn't do, ha.say 

. yea and nea and nee 

^ ou aslc ®d about 
with her (on a trip)a 
didn't know what to order 
what ever Hally takes. So they 
Fave: Didn't jiou go with hi r? 
w>s too old for me. (Note: w 
lather wanted the mure serviced by a 

to Elk. Her dad sent her to I_ _ 

mare 

the mare while the man had the stud servic e the mare 


Sally MoLauglin-( mare) 

poll the child. Tonovleve: you can't uae 
to use Judgment .TRow many licks did 
Night. Ivan: ....at conference, 
to B^nd my pants to the cleaner. Dave: 

Dad: I don t know what. Well, 1 

mouth won't "open enough.... ! 

.... I didn't buy him for looks. I 
Ivan: He has all the quali- 

i better service. 

i, (ahe having the mare s ervice d on 
~she met' the man with the a tud).' Dad: No, it 
something els© and the conversation will be 
" you have to be careful what you say. 
ally MoLauglin. She had AL Benoh (?) along with 
~Ke couIcTrPTrread nor write. At a restaurant he 

He couldd't read^the menu. He'd say I'll take 
afterwards had that for a by-word. 

Imd: Or no. That was S ally Olbson. She 

Dud wouldn’t tell on tap© a'Sout Sally. Her 

. stud that some man was bringing over 
Marllnton on the mare aid told her for them 
when they met on the top of Elk mountain. She held 

_ i. Then she got on 

to towp. ) Dave: tell me about the time they put a 

_B B MB s be es. Dad* Ho, that's too funny. Well, Toy lor 

Ha : sey had a patented snake and he put it at the bee gum and put the 
head at the hole of the hive, and Uncle Hughe thought it was catching ' 

bees as he came around looking at his bees. He saw that snake there and 
he got a stick and slipped up, you know, and slammed down on the snake, 
he knew the/fHamsey and „ira. Showalter ) were watohing him and knew he 
wae beat (Joke on him), why, he turned the thing on them 1 ha Dave: how 
did he do thut? Dad: I couldn't tell that, ha, ha. (uncle Hugh did some 
fast thinking. He turned facing the house and opened his fly and tinkled 
on the ground --in front of them They didn't tease him about the snake l'jha 
Dave: Uncle Hob looked alright today. Whad did Dr. Eddy (Cincinnati 

— there fishing) say about your heel? ,Dad: he looked at It but he 
didn’t know any more about it than I dfcd. HA. 

(Dad heard his voice on the recorder for first time) Dad: forgive me if 
ray voice sounds like that J Now you talk and let ua hear your voice. ... 
Dave: did you find your ’’traps" (strictdime) in your drawer? Prd: i»ll 
pay you for it. Dave: you already sent me a check for it. Dad: you 
didn’t cash it. Dave: the banks down there solid it wasn't any good. 
.....SI: ($o 1 iid) you give me enough to pay for that treasurer's book 

and we'll cull it square. Dad: there's |l5. Si: no... Dad: this is 
yours. Si: well go ahead... you I don't want to take that. Dad: take 
that, it's yours. Si: did you take out for .... (day's work'*)? What do 
you pay them? Pnd: $2 a day. Si: well, there's half of that. 

Di: well, I don't want to do that. I didn't go cLfong. Dad: Carne'.la In 
New ?ork. A lollow (at train station ) asked if anyone would carry 
his suitcase up to the hotel. Carnogia said "yes. I'll carry it up for 
you" He carried It und charged him a quarter or tfb cent*. He said: 

I might need you again sometime. Where do you live? He said: “I'm Carnegla, 

the l That fellow aald ln the P a P«»* that as long 

aS ii S? * 1 ? he u d nevor ask Qnyone to do anything for him t at he 

^ U ihem to take it * alwa ? a ,^jlg. if anythin,; is offered 

(Da^e- r'da'j; d 1 ? ivayou that. Si: I know but right la 

right. (Dave. I don t remember which won Q\\t, 1 ho. \ 


Davie 





Storla. by L.D.Sharp 6-llf-*0 (Ueol #1 2) ta^ed by Dave Pa^ e _2 

„, D « d l down the valley (Tyuart) they plant their oorn by and and they 
PW both way.—oriaa-orosa. Sis well. I think wo'll have to get down 
o doing it that w»v- l^ev use hand plnhtera. They don* t have to kuia 
** lurrow it. Just cuke u tractor and aboard and measure and put a spike 
^°»n at eaoh place, see? You drag a 2x1*. board behl d the tractor. You * 
^Sht the tractor down thru yonder and sight it. Dad: Then you drop tha 
°orn by ha«d, don't you? Sis then you turn and go the other wuy and thera 
your checks, so y u juat take the hand planter and stick it down In 
u, t square and open it. That's the way Veo Hannah does. Dads that's the 
* u - v the did nown Tygart valley. you dont have to stop and cover the 

°° rn * Kyle and Churlle lealos all checked their's off. Dad: then it 
wouldn't h ve to be hoed? Si: Archie Gibson takesthe tractor and harrows 
rows at a time and plows both ways and there's nothing to do (hoeing), 
i ter it 1 3 planted, your biggest work lis over. Dave: we used to get 
Uown and dig ..eeds out with a hoe, and hoe and hoe., and between morning 
“nd noon you'd only get down to one end of the field (one row) —then 
T t,d be dinner time. Si: well, tney only got it hoed once over Jui here- 
(across the creek) J1: Down in Tygarfl bailey they raise oorn with less 
labor and sell it for 6 and a bushel on ears. Dad: and they have 

r °°^ n Pickers to run through. 

‘ 2° : I asked Lowell if he wanted to work this morning end he said he 
didnat think so. Si: Sweckers was down and said they'd planned on going 
flailing with him today and it rained. Dad: are they having a ball game 
J P at Shaws ton&ght? Ralph said he wanted to go with Lowell up to 


OI honey at 25^-(po.- lb.)--In order t get out of th< 
was a beer Joint right across the road. A young felloi 
fellow came up and said "Howdy do sir, howdy do sir, 
just as drunk as a hog" and he turned around and wall 

.Dad.about 20 years ago.... investigate! 

strictlne there at the drug store and Dr, Ga mmeron si 
Cameron made oath that she didn't die of posion. Shi 
(burriedv) of coirse that finished it. (who???) 
(Jessie iiannab postmaster—retire^.— wife poatm .ster 
—, SO pay retirement —moved to Elkina etc. ) (Mr Mo; 
(Davis Maoe) Dad: I was up there to see Davis when 5 
was up ther$ to a shooting matoh. Dave: I was tber 
and we didn't get a. ything. Welia had the match, 
handy man to have, ile was an awful good man. Si: 
boy. Dad: No body could say any harm of Nella Mace, 
neighbor. If she told a story, she'd tell you who t 
wadn't true you oould trace it fcaok and see she was 
blame her. 

.(apparently ^aul or Dave hadn't written Dad for 

away to aohool and aj 

that was used in such a situation 
to your randraotiher" 1 •.KAUlIxyoiiX 
your grandmother" and he thought 
you must have been mistaken. It 

remember ray granmotner. ha. h 

Shaver has said: "you wouldn't ea 
(Cars hard to get.) si: it's been 
tney.why. Bill Miller's 

go t 11. 

0 A. P uMtS$ tks 3 

grease in there.... it might do it 
Si: ouuso Sharp (Cilff'a boys?) r 
Dad: you can tell cause it smell« 


some time when 

pparently Dad had written In tils letter an old saying 

--"you Jwouldn 1 1 even write to your 
Dad: I said "you wouldn't even write 
I meant it, na. ha. He aaid: why. Dad, 
must have been Ivan, because I donflt 
a. --It was an old saying, —like Henry 
t your granraother's cooking", ha. --Dad, 
5 years since the war (broke?) and 
uas been trying to get hia oar and can't 


ease? 



znrrns 












Stories by L.D.SUarp f>. 14,80 (Heel #12) taped by Dave l'a-.e J 

„ i'il Put aomo on my heel. Sis put a little on your ear.(sore 

® ur J- Daves Didn't uncle Dob Pibaon aay It cured hla aatruna? SI: you 
n °*» no ganyfi could live or stay near Ills ear In that grease) ha, ha. 

Judl to ahow you 1 have f>ith In bear grouse I'll put ao me on top of 
•y h ‘‘«d ( « out there?) That' a the flneat thing l or rheumatism I ever 
-ried. y Knees w«s so.... that I oould hardly get up, down or any plaoe. 
It cured ray knees. HAa fea air 1 




— wu my Kntuia, m «xi • 

1'Apparently Dad want to Randolph Co selling honey) Dad* Soya, I had 
beat hog meat today 1 I went to that restaurant—It was 12 o'clock 
1 * n sot there (Huttonsville?)The boys (Ralph and George-label's 



(ilutt 


^ncle) took two hamburgers. I said I'll take ham. They ordered 2 
Hamburgers. i ordered one ham sandwich but they brought me two. I oould* 
n bite it oi'f and I a 3 ked for a paring kni fe. She found one after a 
good bit, na, na., und 1 used it. jffTwas good hot lean ham. They enjoyed 
rh ^lr hamburgers. L told Ralph he'd better got another glass of milk, 
so he did. j usked the waitress if there were any girls aro .nd there 
^hat we_oould hire that we needdd one at our place. She said r I'm from ^ 
41111 creok7~T _ aaked if she had any sisters that wants to hire out. She 
sald » I had one but she went to N. Y. to her brothers. There were 10 of 
u * in the family and they are all gone and now I'm gone. I’m 13 years 
old. si: 13 years old.) ha, ha. Dad: and when thw woman made out the 
“ills she skinned out (left). She'd asked who to make the bills out to. 
sold her to me. bhe left the girl to bring the bill to me. She (woman?) 


M 

// 


//> 


took a pound of honey, deducted that off. Si: let's see—a pound of 
honey off —left 7 2 cents. Dad‘* It cost me with 30 cents off. 4^./ , 

ieorge said "sue charged you awful hi h, didn't she? SI: what kind of 'Tr*v 


hamburgers were ttwy? Dad: just ordinary hamburgers. SI: they must 
have charged 25 cents a piece. Dad: lad They wer big hamburgoers. 

Si: they used to not be over a dime. Dave: Odie Johnson used to charge 

a quarter for a hamburter, but he'd give you a big one. What happened to 
the 13 year old girl? Dad: ahe brought the bill out and I said T1.58 
cents and 30 cents comes off that and she said I ilready took that off. 
fhe ha m sanuwloh ea were 25 cents each and the milk must h . ve been 4/ glass. 
(The only Monday in the summer of 1950 was in August) 

Aad: thie is Monday isn't it? No paper. 

(Dad was sitting in the car and Vonda shut the door on Dad's hand) 

Dad: .... and after a bit I got sick. I said "IAra awful sick" and Paul 

trained in first aid ran to his car and got a kit and gave me some amonla. 

I fainted away. I didn't know a thing. This up here (demonstrating?!^ 

*111 be worse than that, I believe (2 different cuts?) Dave: did you 
loose your fingernail? No. it was up on the hand. See there, I guess 
that's the cause of it. Dave: what is that thing right there( a bump 
on a finger knuckle)? Dad: well, I guess that's what started it. Si: 
that's what we've read about in the papers--aome people get them—-some 
kind of arthritis. Dave: maybe you could put some bear grease on it. 

Dad: Yes, I did, Dave: what are you going to do with that lln ement? 

Dad: put on that there. Dave: does it hurt? Dad: now it doesn't hurt. 
Dave: then why put llneme nt on I t? Dad: Old man Kryln . made Rrvin 
linement that smelled Just like this and there was a cancer or something 
like that on a bull's jaw and it took it right off. If it took a cance r 
off a bull's Jaw^iL ought to take this off my finger, ha, ha, ha. Si: 
that's not a bump on a bull's jaw, ha, ha. Was he a doctor: Dad: oh, 

yes, he was a Veteri nary doctor, ha, ha. Si: he was a bull docto r. I 
wouldn t wane him to~work o.i me. ha. Dad: lie'd doctor anything. He got 
this bull off of me and cancer came on it. Well, he didn't get it "off" 


of me, but i sold it to him. ha, ha. ha if you want me to explain it 

to you so you can understand it. j.Iy boy s are a little hard to und erst and xxl 
K syxk ax tilings, ha, ha.—you have €o rialce thlngsplain to them, or you 
gan't get them to understand, ha, ha. Dave: what are you going to do 
about the linement on your fl ngeritonight? Dad: I'll let^ it dry a little 

ftLVfiulh'a liawrCTli’a.^' s, thlnc * 111 be Bone— Just like that oanoer on 

ldi And ?° «U1 Mahal., ha, ha. 


fam. 


v, 




v (Snrm 








ol ^12) taped by Dnve !a K° H 

And so will Mabel l ha, ha.-—smell » 

e l ha, ha. ha. AVV 

onlng when I came In (late from 
cull supper Is dinner In the cities. 
rotkY had: no. It was in Huttonsvil e, 
"something ubout Mill Oreokl TCe 
aaed around and peddled hone to 

k on main street. 

? t of the city above the road —out 
about 50 yards and Ralph and I was 

. Halph said to park here and then 

* i told him that I usually sold honey 

to the bank and I said I didn’t 
I sold you a ease last fall. I want- 
Another big fine fellowln there. He 
He said he had plenty . Lie was awful 
ther fellow said I believe I'll just take 
back to tiie oar I stopped In at the 
b I'd like awful well to have honey. ’.Ty 
t and he just left to go up to Valley Head 

She hustled 

’ # 

While you 1 re at it 
ha. She aaid’ ,f, lf 


OI%loa by L.D. Sharp 6 -llf-BO ( A 
of Jaw. ha. ha. Si aald 

D nC ) : ' Uneraont and that boar &roa 

Sandro 1 e Waa Poady tor leave this e 
.. iQol Ph 00.) _ _ 1 know what v/e 

Da a•""u* Dave: did *0u oat in Mill 
tim* ^ Q lph # (Joor o and I found out 
evt.fi- 0 * down i» -ho lower end and or 
D a< j. ^ouae on evory aide nd i,ot 
tow it* Wo wont tlirough a #>od par 

9C ' V Dickons. We wont ou there 
you dln ^ on doth sides of the road 
l Q ^ an So up yonder to the bunk. 

c ne cuahier in the bank. So I went up 
you, d want any honey because 
Wn _ ? ooxne in and see you anyhow. 
n » office space by him 

^ e > clever and nice. The o 
Pound of that honey. On ray way 
• 10 xt house and the l.^dy suid "I'd like awful well to have honey 

t an Insurance agen 

1 11 see but I don't know If I've got any money or not 
around and she had li| cents. I suid for her to take the honey anyway 
that we'd be coming by here some time and colleot 
take two of thorn and I'll have sometiilng to stop Bor, 
you don't oare I'll Just take t wo. She gave me t he I 4 c enta and Just as 
;^ot me paid here the man cn 3 in, ha. He laughted. He said t'll just 
pay 6or it, I was wanting to get the honey sold. By the time I got 
back, my boys were .one. Oar was gone. I walked awjiy up there and sut 
down, for 1 hour. Ralph came up in the car and said'^o you want a ride? ha 
Now we went over some ground, I tell you 1 I didn't see brother Brady . 

Si: were they (state) working any of the convicts today. Dad: there were 
about 15 but they had no scripes on them—running a bull do,er ^etc. 

D_d: Ralph said let's go to the penitentiary ( to sell) I said we will— 

they've got to eat, wouldn’t oubt but what we oan sell them somo honey. 

I said let's go on down and stop there on the way baok, but we forgot to. 

(Ice Cream) .Dnd: .ice cream. Dave: who did? Dad: Ivan did. 

four pints of ice cream he won . They had a guessing game .... -hey had 
some sort of social and he guessed with in a few beans of the number In 
a pint cup---tjtyfta 1,300 an dsomething, and he got I 4 . pints of Ice cream 


(End of conversation) 
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a ®a©ng#r plgoona, old log school house. 4 


(Dad pigeon©, ola io 

Dad: r hlng HaL P h Tiger Jonea fight on TV. ) 

a n( j' 1 1 w©i* on *t ao tired I’d go over there to the end of the meadow 

White e 1 *** #h *p* He'd tret a coon right away. He's going to whip that 
®ve n H ®' 8 about got Tilra.... Now, he's about got Jones. Pretty 

(Dad He's tired." ...(Jones won.) 

, Playing the organ and doing very well 11 ) Davej that's good Dad. 

know la » ha » ha. Daves What's the name of that song? Dad: I don't 
8 Juat came In my head, ha. Dave: who was that woman that 

1 °^ Ked bay? Dad: Ronald Pennington's wife. The beats hand I evtr had. 

It t * in my life. She'd run from one shook after she shocked 

gb ° the next windrow to get started again. Yes, and the whole day long. 
T V e 3aid she learned from Mr. Tyree when she lived there. 
t av ® 1 Paul, Dad has a "talk letter" to send you. (this was Intended to 
e mailed to Paul and Vonda, but got mlaplaoed) 

"hi Pgul. V onda and children . It'd be better to hear you say 

hello DacT" and greet m with a kiss'. I hope you are all well an d enjoy- 


Dad: 

M u _ 




en Joying 


and I»m ao glad ay children are all Christiana and seeking that eternal 
home where we oan have a great homeoomlng xomeday. We'll not be so far 
apart and be together always. I'm looki ng forward to that happy day. 

gathered 35 gallons of strawberries and our garden* Is coming on nloely. 
We have our sheep sheared and have sold the wool. I made out a little 
check for your'a and Thayer ' s woo l. We're having several bee swarms. 

^ne big swarm went off yesterday, but that happens every year. Our 
Sunday school is hojilitg up good--we have cibout 6o and that's good for 
Slatyfork. Well, I've been working hard to build up onr church and have 

at least a few stars in my crown. saved through our works. ... 

through the precious blbod of Christ, oan we be saved. So live close to 

Him and trust Him and our meeting won't be so far offf.I Ivan and 

Genevieve and gvan oame in a little while ago and Sylvia and Jr. are here 
to say hello to you. Each of you have our sincere prayers that God will 

be real good to each of you. So goodbye t ill we meat again. Lot's 

of love, from old Dad. 

Dave : Pau£^ I went fishing at the^£11 about 3 times and caught a few 
small ones. We've been here a week—oame up Sunday and going back 
tomarrow, Sunday. I was over to the Friels yesterday and Kerth and I 
fished down on fireenbrler river, but didn't catch any. I came back to 


Slatyfork and went over the hill and nailed some boards over the front 
windows of the old house where someone threw rocks through. 

SI j Paul, VondaT'THayer and Barbara Jane. Dave £_a n't shoo t any better 
TT^&n he ever didji Ha, lie can make the groundhogs fly^ T’ake care of 
yourselves. Come up when you oan Goodbye. 

Ivan : Hello Paul, Thayer, Vonda and Barbara. This is your brother Ivan. 

I'oTgetting older. But ray youngest son talks courser than I do, ao foils 
on the phone sometimes want me to tell my mother about the affairs of the 
church eto. Evan and I went over on Dry Branoh and fixed some fenoe. 

This evening we came up Elk River from Charleston thru by Bergoo and up 
by Granville Brady's (dry branoh) and took the truok part of the way 
up on the hill. Anyway we worked until after dark and came on over here 
and ate supper and see the folks and have a good time talking. We wish 
you were here with ua. Jest of Joy and happiness to you all. Good night. 
Dave: I'm having trouble with theforward speed on this reoorder.—It 

slips. I have to rotate it with my finger to keep about the right speed. 
While I was here we hived about 10 swarms of bees. We doubled up a one 
swarms in order to get enough bees for one~hlwe7' ( End of 1 aide of bi^reel) 


WUU *° out of sight 
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some hunting 

Did for aome chestnut a. I'll see if I can 8«t some stories from 

In h D * Ve: Dad, tell us about the first money you borrowed and starting 
to K U *lneaa. Dad* I didn't teve any money at all and I borrowed v30 
£or Uy calves ^rom a neighbor/ I borrowed from John D, Ji^nnah 

° r “ —- and I bough? the cal.es. *Io, he wasn't 

s Considering money then he had plenty* 

I invested in t hose calv es and sold 

next year and'TT.d ?09 profit. I neighboFT>oy said 
a . that money and we • ll"Tn^ein:b in b^Lng furs’* He said ^noticed 

^he Edrav Dost office a Drioe list that vfas away above what people was j 

dn!*M for furs. So Igave him some money and we both bought furs and I ^ 

oubled mv mon«y mo t stared buvins fur from that day on and I made v 

on every^onlDment? So I Tlnally~ saddled up an old horse about 


thro 

Son m year and - 1 bought cne oaxw 
. mai *rled my slater later on. 

tham I *l 1 J! t ® d a -12 _year old boy and 
nem the n« T f ~ o T, A n 


Part 


I 

4 


* 


*> yearroirKd”^„Ten o^r^^^n^Vltoin^J^ng furs. Bell.,..' 

you don 't find many boys 12 years old that would do what M*»« ) ^ 

a " d X did to b et started in life. The trip down .Ik River: 1 went . 

ab °ut 20 miles on the old horse to my aunts, Melinda Rose (Sarah a sister)* 

‘ ir to a home where they had ^ 


* 

i 

$ 

i 

< 


^d stayed all ni, ht. Then went down further to a home where they 
same prime minks. The old man wouldn't sell them to em. I told him I'd 
P^y him~ir5at~I~could afford to pay. He said "you've got to go 2 miles 
down to the scholl house and bpy them from the boys. Whatever they take 
Xs QK. £>o I went to the school house and called out the boys and aBked 
what they wanted for the minks. One said ’’I'll jtake 25 cents a pie^e 
for Uu mine” I asked the other and he sai^^TTlT take the same for 
mine" 1 said "what about the coon hide and skunk. They asked about 
two priows for them IJ -- more than I oould get. I said "alright and 
paid them for the furs. I came back up and took the hldea off the boards 
and put in the sack. The old woman asked me how much I__pald-^for them. 

I said "I paid them all the y asked ", ha. I waited till I got the furs 
in the sack and then T~told her I'd paid them 25 cents for the minks. * 
She said "you didn't pay them anything" I The old man said "now you shutt 
up. Tills boy 8 aid he paid them all they asked for them, Ha, ha. So t Ji 
those minks brought me about $>3 a piece. Prom then on I bought fur for > 

25 years. I finally had 6 men buying fur for me all over the county? ‘ ^ 
That's one way I got my start In business. Yes, T "kept going back down ^ 
Eld river buying fur. I went back to the same place and asked the old a 

man if he had any furs and he said the boys had a>me. He said to come 
on in and look them over, so he let me buy them from himl 
Dave: Did you pay the J> back? Dad: Oh, yes, I waited a year, I went 
back to pay old man Hannah. I didn't know anythin^about Interest 
or money, ha, ha. I said "here IA r. Ha 
it*, ha, ha. He said "that's alright 
expect any interest from you. Dad: 
it anyway. , as he thought a lot of 


4* 


1 1 know anythingDout interest v 

Hannah is your $30 and^TRahk - you for •i'f 
ht " ha. ha. Dave: maybe he didn't >: 


D n ve. 


No, I doubt if he'd a charged me fox^' ; 

„ . „ w -- __ my father and mother, ha, ha. 

what about the ^atfield gang ? Dad: Well, they v/rote me a letter 
and told me to put $ 5^0 in a box up at the old school hous e and signed r \ 
it one of the gangs. Hut"chey" weren't the gang. TTTMsas a man, they 
found out k ter, was a teacher. Down in Webster county. ( Doddrlll ?) was 
a teacher at one time. He was planning to get this moneys I took a box 
and put it at the sohool^huse where they said to put the money--"if not, 
we're oaming aftor you" So I put the empty box at that place. I went 
with another fellow and watched for them to come, but they didn't come 
late In the night. He want up the next morning and there was his trakk 
and he threw the box away about 30 yards from the sohool. People thought 
the Hatfiel ds were coming. 

Dave: you told about the first ca r coming through here. Dad: it wame 
down Elk by one of the neighbors. 2 of the boys were down working In 

the field. They'd never seen a car before. One said "look yonder, the 
borsas ran off and the buggy is atill going," ha watohad till out of sight 
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iVhere did you see your first train ? Dads I went to Mlllborg , Va 
*a 12 years old with another party after a load of salt—Johnny 
-^«fucop, after a loud of suit for Hutdh Sharp . It was the first train I 
w« T — in 'Ullbor . There was another fellow along with me and he 
r n “I ,t into a saloon and wanted a bottle of liquo r and the man said "you're 
of age" an£ j h e yelled "....give It to me etc. (fast tallcin.) and 
(n n Uloon keeper gave him the bottle of liquor and he held on to It — 

^Pulling it from the saloon keeper). Another fellow went to Millboro and y 

***•••• like I was, and said to the conductor: "I want to take a 25 cents 
orth of ride", rave: did you ride it too? Dad: No, I wasn't with that 
of°up of wagoners. So that fellow got on to take a 25 cent ride and 
nought he'd Just go few 100 yarcs, and they said it took him 2 day s to 
aik back, ha, ha. . . de had his horses there ready to'Tvaul a load 
01 oooda, da: : there wore many funny things that happened away back then. 
Java; IVhose wagons went to -lillsboro? Dad: Everyone, about. In Poca¬ 
hontas went to Virginia after salt. Farmers, there'd be maybe 3 or 4 
WQ <60ns with sheets and lay on the ground (at night) Davo: what If It 
rained? Dad: We'd put the sheets over the wagons, like a covered wagon. 
f and we had blaa*tets. V.'e'd take our food with us In a box to do us 
4 days to a week. ooraetlmes It'd take a week. Others about 4 days. Ax 
back then we had some pretty tough times. When I wasgrowjbng up, we had 
4 for fnn ri. We had meat and bread for breakfast, and bread and 

fflokl for dinner, and had both of them for supper, ha, ha. And we got 
a ^- on 6 Just fine. ,Ve could go out and catch a mess of flah or kill all 
the turkeys we wanted, and there were plenty of deer. I believe the _ / 
farmers enjoyed life just as muoh as they do now with the airplanes and rt<* e .// 
automobiles and the fast life we have today. They'd go to a neighbor's" < 

house and spend all day and enjoy the day toghether. Now we're in too 
6ig a hurry , only to say howdy-do and goodbye. Dave: You used to take 
wagons to Kill Creek didn't you? Dad: It was Beverly . I used to haul 

. goods from Beverly (meaning It was shippeaBy rail to there)) 

• e had our own wagons and brhorsea. One time, another fellow was . 

my horses and wagon. Ihere wwre two other men's wagons too. One for 
cU6 store at Llnwood and one for S ara wood s at Mingo. Sam Woods had about 
4000 lbs of goods and Fraak( Hamilton?) (at Llnwood) had 2000 lba and 
1 had about 2000 lbs but mine wasmostly all wire fenoe. They had about 
O cartons of jars. They stopped near KLkwater to stay all night aid 
they* saw a big storm coming and they decided to go up on the hill to 

stay dll night at old man . and stay 4 1 night. So they put the 

horses in the barn on the hill on the right hand aid e of the rive' and 
they went over to - Cogg ers?— There was a oloud burst at Mingo and 

washed a big heap of^Iogs near Sam Woods store and took away.the 

bank, and it came down the valley and washed away the old Stalnaker 

house that had been there for 50 years, but no one liv*fcng in It. It 
picked up all th ree wagons and carried them all away. The had a time 
getting the wagons back together. They'd find a wheel here and there, 
jut mine, -he wire was within a few 100 yards. They got my outfit back 
gogether again. People said they saw those jars going through Elkins 
floating on the water. Jam Woods lost about 4000 lbs of all kinds of 
merchandise. L think I lost a barrel of sugar . The ill of water was 
from one side of the valley to the other. A maa who lived up on a hill 
wont over to see about the flood aear our wagons, heard the roar 
oomlng and there »as a big pine log about 4 feet over laying over In the 

fLea-when be got VVe^he'^^^ Tog'noat^ay 

0f ^ h :.r Se V: r “ ^-(houaeV) t ':ver r " a ,b:°bUVwn aWOO 

j arda away. x ve gone enru many a hird anell in nr* w* j , 

been good to me, as I look back over Uf e [ 11 1 11 f but the Uord hal 
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250 i .apple -ay age, when about 12 year, old , 

: MtT—I floured up aometli e ago, of families then, every 
hem have been oulled away, but L.D. Sharp. I'm the only 


h& 


out 

°P of 

4*4 m h M-kn. i*i t» 

■t on# nr f 

that * a living of my a^e. D a ves we hope you live another »• 

Yo i^„ , 80 ih 1» sui»er. Dadt ..11. I Ilk. life. rTTTE. 
ii»*- -«* - ^ ' - - - - ^ -— T have • • • •. fluid a 


I . —■* *ou ’ ro ^ kj j vuxo * - 

Vw forever if the good Lord wiuld leave me* I „ 

on 0tty tou «h time for u few yeara. ( cancer of pMtak. prostate. He may 
r may not haV0 known ll6 had it. If he <hd he didn't tell ua). But I m 

J? ot °<*nplalning. After the 8th day cf June,-I'm ftolng on 9°. According 
° nature I oan't stay her^ many more yeara. Many of the young people 
P? 83 lbly ^ gQ b J. or J j In called. But one thing sure and I'M certain 

I'm trying to make preparation for my eter nal . J?om e, so I oan be 
^ith my mother and father, slaters, forma* wife and daughters. I m 
looking forward to that day to a homecoming and I 1 ® expecting ca;h ie 
°f children to meet with me there on that homecom ing jay • I ,m 30 
Sl«d they have 4 1 accepted Christ In early life and I trust they are 
living true and faithfuil 
r . (End of 1st aide of cassette) 

It may not be far off that L. D. will be on the ohher shore. I'm 
Praying that the Lord will spare my lif e for a fewfaore years. 

I'*Ji glad Jr. and Sylvia came to see me. I can't Express how I love my 
children. x can't treat them as I'd like to treat them—“by not havli^ 

°r enjoying health like I am, I'd like to be more Jofrly and go on the 
mountain (with them) and taw* take a little hunt, — s<$u*rrels, and n ^ 
Pheasants with Jr, when he was here. According to my health I'm not Jj 

able to do that. 3ut I'm thankful to be able to — ****■“" * ,r 


& 


go.After death 'aj/ 

i to accept Christ and V ' 


we must meet the Judgement. I advise my friends 
be saved so we may meet again on the other shore. 

Passenger Pigeons : Lave: You used to tell us about pi -.eo ns. 

D d: 0K7 there were thousands of wild pigeons. Thousands' come In in 
one bunoh. They'd light right down on the ground and a oratoh through 
leaves and eat a ways, they'd fly ovor the ones ahead o? them and 3tart 
scratching leaves again. . 

...we'd shoot araoncj) them sometimes with a musket loading gun --loaded , , 
through the muzzle/j He didn't have any shotgun s then. Still maybe ^ 

a haLf a do r en would fall as they flew over. P. 

Pigeons used to roost on t rees on Gauley and they nearly broke down a 
whole pine patch’. Thousands and thousands of them. My uncle went in 
there t see about them. Hundreds of them killed when limbs 
broke off the trees. (Uncle Harmon?) You can hardly believe It. T 
Thousands in one cluster of than going through the oountry. I haven't 
seen a pigeon for years 1 

Buggies : Dad: ^es, Ellis Hannah, my borhher-in-law bought the first 
buggy in this country. I had the first cart. I went to Greenbrier 
county and took a horse with mew and bought a 2-wheel part. I used that 
for several years, nave: what did you use it for to ride in? 

Dad: courting ha, Dnve: did you go to see mother in It? Dad: yea, 
and I married while I huri that. I wasone of the first to buy an 
automobile in the county. There were 3 and I was one of them. I bought 
a Ltudebaker. w|e had muddy roads full of chuck holes. You couldn't 
go 50 MPH like you can now. (bought It about 1914-1915) Between here 
and Marlinton, one time, I had 3 flat tlres--aharp rocks in the road. 

( Singing ) --Pod: Yea, we've sung at several homecomlng e In the past few 
years in diflerent counties. One had 15,000 people. Yes I've been 
choir director at the church for severe years. When I was 12 years old 
my father went me to a sinki ng schoo l and when the sohool was over they 
eleoted one person to lead the IshoTr (group) for three months. Difl’erertfc 
ones were elected Harry Jackson, dp)j._GJ^AQn, tjl l a Hannah , and that boy 
' LD# 12 yeara old wre eleoted for 3 months. I oan remember It as well 

»• y ..t. rday. I sot up be for. th. congregation end my kn..a Juat 
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*} 4 H* b * b.D.Sharp 10-23-gj. (Real #"6l") t«p«d by Dave Pago 5 

b Umf,«5 I got up before the oon .rogation ond m knovp Just 

any if Cl °R®th.»r—I ao oxoitod. But now 10,000 peoplo domin't lutve 

Of ,, 1 «ot on me. At one of ttxe homocoraln '.a they Juut had our group 

■ln-ln 8l Someone from anoth. r church told us they enjoyed our 
In tn 45 UIKi w * nt «d US to be at thulr homoooini R. Onoe wo had about 0 

0 av ° h °lr and we went to the Indian i raft church homeooraming. 

Dad- Dld th «y touch you to keep' time when you were in singing sohoolT 
Oh yes f acid we used ahappd notoe and I uae them yut today* I 


v 


Oan «* V *7 ~* aim we used snappu muuwj ^ - —- w 

' shaped notes off faster than the round notes. They've 

I all?? U * to aorae homecominRS lately but I'm not abfce to go— been 
(. **? b oarry on like I did. I guess I'll have to give It up, I re 

' M tt [In 1 Kl U — -_ • 1 I . L _ . __ _ _ A_ _ I mm . BM.. 1 r\ / i n r\ / I 


a iok* 

reckon* 

«--2£ AnherLtsk ri) Dave: Didn f t your parents ^ive you a.arn* ^Land and some 
/ ... your Sistersy Dud: They &ave me tt fcraot of l* lld wViere we lived 

® old home plaoo over tlie hill)—-over at the old piaoe and go ^e euoh 
, them (slaters) 200 acres of lurk! . The only money my father gave mo 
1 ®y lifetime—for he wasn't able to give in* any—he ft*ye mo 
nto a °ld aoune timber and guve oach of us, ^frla , B elinda and myself £i>0 
t>ach # M eli nda n ofc hi r land over on 31 aty fopk (up the mountain iron 
^latyfork orook above Lowell Gibson's present camp) , and £Lla got the 
Alum hook place (on left aide of la tyfork creek--thure'a powdery ylum ) 
under a cliff near the oreek 1 or 2 hundred yars above line 
Tenoe) --goo acres there . MeJLlnda got hers back on top of the 

mountain (Busiard?) 

Dave: who owned the land on 121k where Klla lived. Dads Old man Billy 

Qlbaon. Dave: Who owned thac place where Harrv Varner U vea. Dud: that 
was’part of the same place, I've been there a many a time. Kll a married 
old man Billy Gibson's son, Robert and they lived at that place (Varner 
plaoe?) for several years until old man 3111 glave then the Bob Ql/son 
place when he (Bob?) built up there. I went to a danoe near there whan 
I was about 18, and 1Lslipped off from home. There were _3^_ there at the 
dance at old man Jim Gibsons and every last one of them are deud except 
Li ,. D. Sharp 1 So I've been thankful the good Lord has spared my life 
as long as he has. (Story of the d_anc e in another section). 

Dave: Didn't your dad help build the old log school you went to? Dud: 

Or yes, I was only 3 years old , I saw them building that house. .<ty 
father took me up there. YolFad uldn' t think one could remember baok till 
he was 3 years old. But 1 neard my parents speak about it ao much. I 
saw them building thac shboolhouse and I au« old man fainter seining 
it inside and running a plane. I saw them making the blackboard. Hlla 

and iJelinda was older so they went to school a few 100 yards from home. 

They'd take the 3-year old kid there before it got too cold several times 
They'd take the b lank et (another place in these series he mentioned 
a aheepsking) for me to lay on. They had long benohes about 10 feet 

long on both sides of che sohoolhouae. I'd come out of the aohool to 

go home and my mother would watch for me, She could Bee the little # 
white headed boy coming running dom the road fer dinner, I'd said’ 

"I'm coming home to e at g ra__v t y with moan, ha, ha. 

Dave: Dad, I thank you xor the:ie stories. I'll keep them and it'll 
be nice to plav tnem back from time tok time, 

(end of #"6l'' tape and end of C&ssette-4side 2) 





10-5-54 by Dave Shurp 


3hur »b 


ip ' »p r ^"^ #t# * 1 vita 12 years • Id when ay father let we bey a ia««AUlu rifle— 

• **** ^lr»t y§kr I k:• />t a dla^y ef what Ikilled aad r«»«uft«r distinctly 1 

"qeirrele, 3 wild tuiTceys aod I fer get how mapy olgeeas . There were pl^eone 

^^J^a aadg and 100b of thoesands fcud reared lix» a train eeaing. hat that 1 b • vr r 

a A the past ( 82 years #f age) One time bnak ee Slntyferk mountain I saw 3 r> 

• Ca eojeeiaf de wn tie me*ntai*i that I theegiit li«lcu||;ed t# tr Varner, Ben Varner, 
oleeer, I saw they were ft big hear and twe tuba and they eame dews - iu front 
la the little ran and I had a single shot Winehester. I kept my eye en _ 

aaen as they get *p I'd try te kill ene ef then I'd aneet the eld ene 

killing the others, Se when they case enJTt ef there they Jamped ea ^ 

20 steps frea me and I hellered "halt M , I'd heard my father say 
heller "halt” te g at them te step. There was a big tree, rigig as the tear 
S * e tr## I hollered "halt 1 1 and it wassn't like a deer they finished tneir Jmmp 

• atepeed behind the tree and I conld enly see 4 part ef her. I cored tack (la 
••t en?) there was a tree beside thc.t one, T ere was a en on the leg and I 

dewi over the hill. There was qnite a hit of snow en and I tried te get 
*od kept trying te pat t he shell in with my t infers, single shet, and t m eld 
off thtii W d 9t ft® I £•* the shell geing in the (ka, right off toward me. 
sennd was helew. She leekded devn the hill. I eenld Jnst see her neck where 

leeking dewn the ether way. The se aid echeed down the ether way far h 

n 15 feet of me and I Jnst Jerked the ge* dewn and fired at and 

i m arly te death. And she ran dewn orer the hill and I ran 
off at— I knew they 'd eeme eff at the highway (eld mad) aad 
where there was a pine patch where ti»y nenally ereee. 1 steed 
te hack te where I was at and went dewn te where this one fell 
•ed all erer the pmd en beth sidee. They'd eerne back and went 
d Lave shot at then fer 100 yard* I recken. while I was standing 
oe me are and te ne.I went np en the little Hat, there was a 

crec. Into that lannel patch , and I saw where the eld 
there with this ene that had laid dewn that was hadlj 
iat lanrel patch. There was bleed where the onb 
ds and get eshaky-like. and I went dewn te Mr. 

* bear and fer hin te eeme «p end help ae take”a 
“id me te ge np en the ridge and when 1 went *p there 
aaifl den't £p any farther. We'll ge back heme and get 
*• ^ we'll p after the*. Se he was 

;• .I'd iMid behind a tree and Jmaeed <T 

’/“• Mil1 ***** and we were eat ef weJd“£d 

td itsn.wed cheat a feet that night. He .aid -why 

f.n „ r*V iad th *“ N H * talk * d »• Of pin 

fallawad th« B from Clarar Liok, U.ada Billay ho 

•* ¥9 " » H.td f.H.w.d tho«“ OT .r 
th.. h#r **“ Md •* tko Jokaao&'B flat, Ja«t a faw 

rf aLi - * 

> o—w •' lir i v “ 4 tk. I ... 

, r , 0 “" 11 *• 1 “»■ .»«r o. Q ..1 l.y 

ni Sv ‘ 0f »•« «u.d 

u« sr* *” r , “ r tui u,t 

i si.trf.rt a.rdi, 2 *‘.«t kill.* 

l«. I... ..Jl “•“* k.r. m, 

' «i* t. ».t » T , r jrnrv^r . 1 “»«!«* ..17 

,n * ... tu. 1 ! 1 :^ 


• r um anH 
tu * *2 

a i.« 3aY * o chan.* 

■t a k, * ** d ra “ akaat 

*.u u 

Shf th* ar 

l * t i w e th. 

h.r ok kit of h *r h*ad 
«-M* “ Ukl 

«» hiS‘J L“ 

tk;r.l lik«, .... 

S; r * * V' d * * »* u 

rlL * ^ #<: fcBd 

hlU 

waltla « f * r tk-t. 

(1 , tiM ' r * «d I wait U. I ra 

'•Udad 3 . tk T ! th * r Wk ' ^ 9t *^ d 

aar lain 3 a 1 h ** rd th ** tw * at of 

arnara f* 1 ''*" t 0T,r 200 

Uad a. h * 52 ? W “ 1 tb9 ^ ^ ,d kit, 
‘and, sa ha did. Ha t*.b- Q 



■ Crfiutdfath«r Haanah. Graad aether iBnah'i aai« was ^fgttr . They had a 
Th«r« * 9T9 tv« of the toy* that died fwriuc i k* war with diptheria. Cat tha ir 
--■oLaar'a hrathars. Oma (aaat har) was a praaahar. Thay wara all vary relicieus 
WA ® tha preacher (hrathar af Sarah, Dad 1 a nether.) I thiak I had own/mt tha 
'*** ,Y# r lived. I putsa nest everyeae alea thiaka tha sane atewt theirs 1 . 
a C reat iomm, a pod aaa, a * ad relicieus uai. My mat hr r waa amtatamdia* la 
# wa » £e ad ta tha aiac aad aayaaa aha aaald help. Oat thiag 1 1 b crateful far 
Oad ikri.tia. parsata. * i_ur 1 .ee 

w” a t har • vara: Htmr y, B eraa rd, Hama a , aad Hm^h aad oaa sister^ ,1 t hiax 
*ut aha dlad with dietheria daring tha war, (hurried helew tha etara, 

^ oa tha hi^h haak). Tha J haya that wara killed was Luther, l4vas aaa ad aaft< 
laraard. Marfaratf - was 12 yaars aid. Taak dipthria . €*a It ear a was a hard 

f* a adsaramtB ta leearthat aaay of thair family—feur a*t af 7. Omly thraa lived 
Oa# af tha hays was feuad with am apple ia his aeaket aad ay craadaathar 
Lgjj fraa thi s^appla aad aaly 3 af than crew. Sha cave aaa af tha traas ta 
fcrp aad^ima ta ay fathar (Silas) aad aaa ta uaole Huch. Thasa traas craw ay 
far uaay years. It leekedd lika thay raarasaatad —ta shaw that Just 3 lived 
tha crea. t Ciril War. 

sha was a preacher's daughter. There wara ahaot 
i, Edcar Mar cam KZX Nianie Mar cam, Lana Margaa aad Laura 
aathar of tha ahildraa). 


. 8#1 * # 

Vu 4 * 1 ® Haas was Laure Morcam aad 

:,/* lQ ^ at foully—Bill“Ma?caa 

wlf «- (Edith w». tk* ; 

l ^J sisters wars: 

B«tho war. aldar. „a 

#ld “ d EUa : 

E lk) Whan I 

af aajrba 200 

“11 diad aff. 

!■ tha past £ 

ahamt 80 . I t a q 2 

hara on Elk. Whala faailias haya 
asad ta, hat I dan't 
ta masd thasa L 
*••tin* Laara (mothar): 

my wifa had risltad thl 
asetin* with bar sha 
swine, ha. 
arar a ttaadad 
anr a lattar— 

«m rt shl p as bast as I 
time I arar drank lama 
fhara hadn't baas any in tha 
uara waucarfnl (tnan tha laa 


EllaOibs aa (Mrs. fiabart Olbsan) and Malinda_Haanah (Mr 
liUa was 5 .vaars oldar and Ella 3 ysars aldar. Ma 
mnst hara baan abamt 80. Thay liyad abamt 4 alia s 
was a bsy thsrs was quits a nuaber af paapla llrin* an 
>r nara thara was, tws yaara a*., aaly 6 af than Ilyin* alsn 
(End sf first Bids of lar*a raal taps). 
ysars thsyrs drappad s ff and saw I'n tha anly ana tknt's la 
I'n tha anly ona th at's llylat sf that *raat_nnabsr s 

Asssd si. Ss, I'a eain* yat pratty st 
kaaw haw lan* tha *ssd Lard will laara m hara. Bnt 
*raat many paapla I kn*w In ay bsyhssd dnys. 

w#11 » 1 *•■* ta a piski s. first on# I'd sysr »a« 
s picnit with aaathsr girl, ss I tssk a fancy 
sesmsd ts talk sa nil s. I asksd har If sha'd taka u 
3o that was ths bs*lnnlnc smr sawrtship at this sisal 
sr I was thars with har thara a faw hanrs, I thsm*ht 
siaa l.ttar aad sas if I nisht hara a data . Aad sa that 
aaa ramanbar. It was naar Llswaad —abaat 3 alias 
a<a was a t this plssis, ha. I thsn*kt it was sat 
1 ••■■try up ts that tins that I know #f. I i 
• .aaoaado) ha, ha. Aad sha was ss slss and arsrj 

J T Vi** 61,1 #D ¥ * Mh " ' “• “ d fl*«lly ws 

I had ta *a harsabask than. Didn't haya any ssu 

■f tha sauntry. I did win ant if t n.n _ 
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tha au.Ljf.rk, W. V*. tfh.r jm by L.l).Sharp, 



d 10-5-JU pat a 3 ^ 

*• (Jftklac). *•, X 



1^1 



^ xt €iy., fc.a. w. sUfbt soaaduy tajay. Camstlas* *£•* af atarmlty t#c*tho 

! • # f tray#?? * r * al Jay La know that thoy ara all living far Shrlat. 
t,# 41 lura t * wll#l1 11 bay: H.re.buok and "f.oLbuck" ua, aa. Wa althar hud ta walk ar 
’•• r « kaf #r# * ^ l,? *r had . n uwLoa.blio ostlll ubamt 1915. Wall. 1 daaU kaow... a fav 

* Mt —ftkaat 1 1 ^ftftCbt a buggy »«nd aajrba a aampla af th#a, 1 wara lh au> pratty all wall 

^•ft fr t . * ^kaj didn't mnt bat abaaL $100 ta $ l 2J UQ< X aajrba aat that amah. Wa ardarad 

first aat* in ^I' 1 fr# “ 41 ?*<**•& thrra. 

at 6 Hi I I'd aaaa,ft Daatar flxad up mm kind af a aalar aa a bm&gy. Ha rau 

flxad It n V U ° * #mr « Ha dtava iiramud a faw tlaaa hero aa lilk with that Bat ar, 1 gmans ba 
ftftau hi* P ta ran that bs^ g y . Ha had softa kind af a ataarimg arraagauaat. 1 1 d 

**irn ,rtwi “ 

bars. ril ;J Ai ^ftwa k*. It 

" lBf '•»" (pr.^iy 


"laak tha 
Laak a t 


it 


M 

A 


didn't 
1 *••»«»* It 


hn v« 


) 




(ftt JCd ^ W44# "•••^ih* waadarfml whaa wa laid tha phaaa pat la aad 
H ru J) 3aa»a aakad If tha aasaagaa aajM la ta amr phaaa avar a 
a. pi * 4 "ftHd wlra, Phoaa a uniat hiiva boon champ thaa. Yam oa mid 
whl- lhui ' d ftft»t $6 ar $8 now. Caffaa aaat_wa said oa ffaa a t 


tlBaa. 

fck, it aujuaarar a hill uud 2 naighbar bays, thay yallad 
t tara away from tha bi|(j aad tha baggy la still gp 1 ug yat. 

au apprapgfrata Jaka far thaa ta tallu aa that aacaslaa 1). 

f v^-A^ 

talaphauan thaa. My first talapkaaa waa aramnd aayba k I 9 OO ar T Paapla X^/S 

»aa abamt 12 alias away 
hallow vira. 1 Laid thaa 
bay a pair af saaaa far 

Wl *p« u.w. v ViiV . «»•*..., i« mu mum * w 12 aaata aad 1} aaaL a 

? w# fttartad tha atara. Now it aaas $1 ta $1.?5* J'lftftr said far abamt $4 a barral la 

j • ftft arrala. *awr dollar waa worth saaetblag thaa. I thlak wa wara aa wail off thaa aa 
*• ^a today. 

«ftd. 

1 " chi Id ran wara: Ada (trirrlad PYX Jaha Johnson aad thaa Will Cmrtaia) , Vialat 
uiarr ad Hmfwa MarkJaad) Imau (oinrrlad OanaTlava Oradarff af Arbarala), Craola who diad 
^ 18 , 0 811US af Slafcyfark, Pawl ( who isurriad Voada Lawa af ^wakhaiauaa, and 

ftrtar bar paaal m; au.rriad Katha af |iart Naahaa Taxaa, umI Dura who inarriad 

Bylria Frial af maar Marliataa. 


1 

» 





t.p.rt 12-25-59. a e . 8? 4 6 »g 
(Taped by Dave Sharp) MU 
• bT) The first I loi.v effiJ 
•If, Ve sought the first ^ 
t»r •*> PM?1. k. £ *n kuyln* 

Did you hava any traukla with than runnli* 
tliay had ta ran la, you ml*ht say, kaoausa 
aeons cut rats la th. i»ads. Thay nad a 

1 tha had roads. Wa had dirt raads W. 

^IX^J^L^-d, I k.li.y. 3 days or 5 days a year fra. t. ia.p 
d. Tha eorarnmant didn't pay any aonay for to kaap tham up 
th. roads sa thay could tray.l. (Dara: what about tasolln. in th.s. 
anything easolin. until w. ep t th. cars, and than va t £h. K 

nton set up a fas station aid furnish us with fas W«*d rm t 

akout as maefa as I'd £ et v ten I fl rBt start.d handling ran 

onas alraady had than. Bo^yd Hannah was about as closa ta ma 
:allon karral at a tin.. V. iad ordinary pumps in ordar to (f^ 
That was a ratty *au£h way to e .t ala*. V. thought it was 1 

th^ ^°* t J»l>fh on a lima, whiah way did it ooaa in h.r. 

through* from jando lph county. Dr. Bosworth was th. first ta 
Thar, was on. phana at Dr. Caa.ron's (Mac.) and on. at 
ok a phon. and sa *did G.or £ . pThUt* at Edr„w 
vara suppos.d to hay. t.l.phona Barrie. (Day.: i.uid y. m 
a could call tha offica thsra, knt didn't hay. any radar 

• lt^iFfl 1 t n * r eDt ° n thr#1,Ch t# Hwliatoii. And 
at Mar lint on t. pay sa much mon.y ta Dr. B.sworth for 

intan. Yaa, I think thosa war. tha first -phanaa out of 

L^‘Hirir) Man i t d W * rdS th * lin * ran 

.untr Ind « ! kD0W h °* 1,nc U wao th. lino 

“ ta ^* d #T,r u . "Via* "Tha wlra i. 

1* S *l««tri.ty in t)» wira. Thay cauld 

thay at Edray, tha praaehar wantad ta tin* 

®* r * fu V V“ C OT * r th * talaphona 12 milaa 
and wa thoucht that was wondarful. Wa sane 

to maka paapla kaliara that va didn't talk 

at akaut tha first autaaoWlla that ouna down 

ona can* davn thra«*ht ky a homo up hara and 

4 ° n# #f th *“ halla ™d: "Laak 

“ d it a csineyat. Thara'• no bars, ta it— 

at a *ra«t lau*h ak*ut it p»t.r on. Thay «ouldx 

f could co without horsapovar. (Davas didn't 

aorsa ran away and far th m to staa lttl w« 

m kin r „r fir.; J,;,_ 

•r that I think it was hack on Slatyfork 
Ha said it kalancad ta hie pat daar. Nanny' 
ts ona of ny daar y«u*rakill.dri k.liay,' , 

^ T ° f #ld of' & 

»aan, ha. ha. I don't know ha ha I 

ilk"! ‘Jj? °t * a dld y #,lk111 it vithi) I 

rat L 1 fiBt * 1 1141(1 a rifl« and a auctla 
all’f^ti “ ifht *“ T * k#,n lt * U*t«» what di 
(Day. ! y lif * ™ ^«.d U 

r ralicion °hn P J ,a8ant8 hav » /oa ttllaix 

r««-u-s- 

; 11 


—iVJtt. In Pocahontas county to own auto 
r *J . flowd Hannah on £1 jc aud 1. D. SEarp 
3 this county and they were Stud«bak#re 
r ot aiakos of cars, (Dav 
wagons rad#?) That 1 * a 
we run it Terr wide and th< 


' # V catT^^ r ^ ow u\ 

t k T w. 1 

. h ' < 

“ th * rat*° d dlJ 

°f flrt tf *t 

1#t V t"*‘ d8 - t 
had t , . wi 

,ar **r.T,' "** h ' 
d v-r) i ad ta *•« 

cars T . * didn't 
a Wr,i '“ aolo *oa 

“V 

ouap lt H< 

*o**thinl lBt * 
th. n “V ond 'rf 

CO*, thw ‘ tlni *^ 

•^•rat.rs ^ 

a contract 

this V* 
wunt 
• -not 
0T#a r th* 
holl 


(Dar«: 

It com# f 

«“d kailt th. Unas. 
-Pftdo ntAru and I t 
> next place they 
nton fr «n> hara T) No. 

call f.r us. y. B 
w lth saua of tha pa., 

'* throu^ht ta Mai 
* (kack thru ta Elkins 

an h lD8t * ad °f dawn Gra.nk 
»vn throuch Oraankrlar 
T * r r lone aft.r thay fnnd 
•v * ,f 8 - D1 "*rcnt oats 

. ...f ^ ] l T * tkkt. And tb.r v. _ 
ewe/ . % £*' d *'”* W>nu Met I'd 

“rcdAb. bln 1 . 2 ." *;r • „ 0h ’ SV 

threurh Piir r ' ha, (D^ 

a cauil. toarlintour) Ya. th. 

yondaf \ 0,14 ln th * fl,ld ** it 

n“.t*n ?° rS * h “ S ^ ° ff “ d • 

kack thara on tha BoantalnT) I « 0 , ld 
and Unci a Hua h Sh.rrp T 

Ha had ak.uTl? „ n “hP; klllad a 
H. * ft d ««r a«i ha 

H* didn't car. akout B^tLl] in£ it t 

hi a doer ) fawn« rit-i*, 9 



**• or * o »«. i 
bafara hi Hi I'd h*a a ta "aj 
lant yurt) I dlifc't 
to tha hospital ( prontata operation T 
lout y«»r. 1 had th • p rlwl lade* of 

f bruab--too thick U gat t hB 
but ml n9i«d . And u*jr o* d tot olaee+d 
What lf» thi41 flying «r*r 
?6th) It fbaw dun 
(Dava: Viol at, do ja« 

•t: Wall, thla la my fathar. my vary 
(Dbt«: how nu«oy Ohrl WluiaBao hat a yoi • 

I'd rathor nat, bat lt'a beta nararal. 

40 yai»r« olnoa I'to boon to 

Yoa naa, tha raanun nha doann't want ta tall har u*o , aba 
a not bar, ha, ha, ha. (Vlalatt wall It'd ba awful hard la 
So I think thay'ra rrrj laaroa), (Duva: bow many of yowr 

Wall thara wan Vlalat fra® Hlahnand, Va.; Pawl 
tha lr an from Ch#»rlantan, aid 31 living hara with ira. 

i far tha Chrlataan holldayn and calabrata tha 
lt'a baas about tha ®ont anjoyakla l.allldaya T' va a?ar naant, I think. 

Tary nad with than going out tonight and alone la a faw daya — nait waak, 
▼•rj nad ta hmr a than ta laara un. Wa pray U» Lord ta taka aara af tha®. 

a Hln handn to toko thou back nafoly to tho lr plaa# of abodo or living.— 

uiako a llvlrc. Wo'ro awful glad tahuva tho®. I cannot axpraas In word*. 

-j It withont nbadding toarn. If th ary all laft at ona tl ma , 1 don't 

Soma ara going tanigjit aand tamarrow and nazt waak. Thay'll 

11to It through, bat lt'n hard ta giva than ip. Wa'd Ilka tba® 
on, Ilka wa unod to ha*a tha® aroand aar flraslda and aar hamoa, and wa 
prananea day In and day oat. Tha way elraunifltaneas ara, thay'ra aaattarad 
•' ra cartaialy thankfal ta tha goad Lard that tlay ha to boon with an and 
alth nad otrangth ta maka thajaarnay—coniine la ta aaa aid Dad and fea moot 
toeathar. I can't aipronn In warda how I appraaiata It. (Vlolat: yaa eiaw 
1 ara hara tea.) Oh, pardon mo, Jr. waa handllue thla machlno (tapo roaardor) 
ia f ha, ha. I cal] hi® Jr. Dava and Sylvia pardon ma. Than: la bob many af 

many chi id ran, ha, ha. ha. I think of tha® an much an any af ®y thlldran. 

1 slip of ®y mind, I waa past ?\ on my last birthday, aa yoa may know v ty 
fal b«lne that old—pnat 21. If you nak haw math pant that, I waa'8? tta 
, laat Jana. R? yanra nnd 6 month*, alnca I ciuna Into this world. Don't 
t tlaa. Don't* atom bat a few yaar* alnca I aaad ta go to achoal ap thara 
ha hill—abttt 80 yoara ago ,, ( nchoal aeronn old road from cainatary) — whan 
Of ta nchoal— paat BO yaar* ago whan 1 first want ta school. Bat it don't 


•va r tTT-- “ Zl^tyfbrk 9 VI.Vy. Shorn" by L.U,B i i»rp t up*u u 

It, I #l *, ln *• * rt t In.i yo« klllad H>) Hi*, ha. wall IT I want 

Cat tony ? n t ,w “ r# 1 • •' 11a, ha. (Dava: how Si* many dirt yoa kill 

and I in 1 U " t v ** r - I only i.o t ? nqulraln. I hi.d to go 

"hooting 0 1 tuka a stand far a rtaar. 3a 1 mlnnad 

^all#t tv** 1 0n * y*«r, bat It ntoppad la a big patch o 

bp (!*» 'aV** 1 tf ll> 1 thoaeht I right bill It anyway 
'■haraf v ' 11 i coaldn't gut any othar nhatn «rd It eat away 
in U|# I now n robin oat tharo. (Dava; yan It in. It'n Doa 

kaow thi bW<IJ Und Mp lD lr# * “ ud U * n f,#w ov#r ln lh * «‘* rd#n - 

darotad f "lttlne hara? who In ha?) (Vi 

'•any) Tv^^* r ^ (^“d proudly laachod, ha, ha, ha. 

l mt thi ^ UUEj(JUUUj[ (Vlo)at: I Jaat can't nuy that 

^ ^lrnt Chr 1 a I man I'va baan la hara nine a 1917 

on r? orChrl>t “--) 

1,lr h.Bbnnd fcn(1 ], oUn£ 
w, Von. fm £.od us h« wits 
• r » in lari this tins. «11 sf IJ»«T) 

I^nn unri Gsnsvlrv* und 
* Crsst Jojr of hnwlnc thss with is 

Christ. 

tsfc bs 

mtcdss it 

"•“•It tbsu in t 
* r * ti-ny work to 
ettn hardly thiuk aksst 
J l»vs I c os Id stand it 
M off gradually and I'll 


find a 
iclds w 
f rom 7' 
IT*. r 

4trth , 
It' 

It 
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»• recording of y»ar singing. When did you start?) Well 
X whon I was 12 years old. Vj fa ther amt my sisters ilia, K.alinda and * 
ing school. We went te two terms. I forget Who the professor was that 

, 10 at the old'log school bouse below Mary 1 s Chapel Church (on Elk) 
on ilk. They had the singing, preaching sorrlce and all the 
school hemse. And after they had the schoelff closed, they decided to 
carry on the singing. So they decided electing leaders for 3 months. Am d 
^ •^•ctod Gibson and Ells Hannah (maybe father of Bussell Haanah?) and 

nro_Gwinn and L. D. Sharp, just a hoy 12 years eld. So I nad mere nerre 
&, ha. So vent ahead just the same. It came my turn. I remember 
were yesterday vnen I went up on the olatferm te lead the singing. My 
I could hardly meep them from bumping together and it was hard for me 
I was awful bashful. But I've kept on singing all those many 
8th day of June, and I've been leading theirs erer since 

I're seen before a few thousand 
choirs in the last 60 
L'aice no afraid hr at rreus or agttlng. 


^ 1 

. * l “Cln 

t4i *eht 5ijU 
Th «t w a „ •Kinross 
?"tln C8 1. ,! nly ch ^«b 

;•* t h f u' thu •!«> 

In m -l 1# «»r8 

1# cti n£ ^ 

• I'm 8? 

a 12 v* 

sr ,id 

J ,Ws *»d »•• 

;. Cma *• k.f.r 
, f #ar * old 
^•aaay S C h.»i 

ffon * church 
8 ^1 alid. 

1 ' t ;, d,T * t ' d flari 
ln that g. a.gj, 

J'on't d._ Mrt {m , m 
«• th.lr childr.n 
“ 9 rosults t 

1 'ojor i lf , 

according t# 

3eve rml y#ars 
er *n though T 


' fleer 

juaxs eld the 

—J. And new it has ne effect on me 
^ #llr c^uir from Slatyferk. We've had a good man 
To had some awful good ones. It doesn't 
• tries# thousands as well as I could , or better than I cculd when I was 
among my ova friends and neighbors. (Dave: haven't you been superintend 
ffl any years?) Oh yes, I was sumerlaiaiidmat and taught Sunday School. I' 

1 •very Sunday I was able te go that I remember of since I vas quite a 

^fion I was toe small te go, of course my mother and dad took me. They 

stiana. And ther'd take im to church whon I was so small. I belier 

The Bible says bring up a child when it is young and when it's old i 

it. The trouble today is that so many people don't pay any attentie 
Just left them grow up among all kinds of charcters and it'o brin* 

• most of the yeng oeeple. So many of them are going astray. 

» •ven at my age. I'd like to lire on, if it's the Lord's will. But # I fcac 

1 Cafi,t 2iv# T Bor# - v# - rs * thought over it a lota of tint 

ihr## score and ten, but if it is his will I'd li» to live Just ferei 
-• ta of trials tad troubles and disappointment,s and sorrows, Yet, ] 

UJ£T. : h .w a .ch'\f t?f! W U ’ 8 0D W *“ d - < DaT# : /w^a**. was Bill?) W1 

Sfcar. 0 w..d 6 * 91tt C ^* Und ei .' b * °" E 8r,>1laa Slatyf.rk~B.nt of it?) Wall. Grandl 

of Ilk filTer B 1 ^S |0 ?° r Tf *l nd *“ ° # • #aiht th * ,lae * f#r Har »*a ***** (at li» ] 
fath.r sold ?“ rw “ la C off Gal./ ^antal.7. My math., 

'’«• loro 1 . inst.ad -• w .#*, ** r , lt l H# > *- r * ala,d u a far* wh.r. 1 

llrod—aororal n*nri-.d - * , f" * tract of laad J a9t across tho hill fro« wh.ro ho 

C in th.1 Z..tViLV. T Z'clS U w, 8 ri 1 U ^ d V fath.r W t. 

thine- that took ctro of U laj hls c#r * * Jld vk>tt . sat. and 

tad. owr sh.os and wi had tE t^of^t *1 V f&th ' 

it was. W. didn't har. a. T 111 * 1 W * *** -• 1 * at y t. .at saah as 1 

th.y dri.d an avfal l.t -f fr»it v. did.i* * W ** &il <i - ri * d a F?l«s and Ari.d h.rrl.s 
«.a I was . 1-lS. tk?^ tadaf “° V ^ »-22? I didn^TT.TTlia 

. They til 
•i* CwlACIoS 


AUQ 
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fcluerai rights an the land?) Y**a. 1 own the mineral rights. It'd 
• My father ^ave LOO uoj'ps: 210 to XI Aa aad 200 to Mai inda. J-llafaold) 
s «ta. On her piece of land there v.u* an alum rock ai.il there were ctuge t b /: 

1 io la or silver, They way become valuable souie day. (Tin t alum rock 0-r\ 

*’ kI a^ore the S)k r» lit.e ol SLut,>forlc, Oree*, Just acre as the creci and 

akeut 20 feet.), bat she dale sold the land. Bet she uay Lave ne^ the 
y e: Dad. --about the old wil l down here. Did you have it built?) $ 

Teirick a man named T etrlcu . They got the land off of Uncle ’ugh VjrMp 
and to Luild the mill. And didn't ehsrge them a peniiy for it. 
ra.i it for a good w> ile and they had an "up and down" saw 

a lot of lumbt-r there. They had a place to r un up logs, and 

And coaid grind their grists if they wanted too. Finally at 
Ah bought It off of them for Just a song and he ran it for 10 or 15 
Couldn't grind over 15 bushels in a day's time. WLen they first had 
J}aL uho put the will up contracted, guaranteed to grind so much an hour. 

. ±he old mill rocks are down theie yet, laying out on ti* gro^Ad 

ave: dido't Willie Gibson have a key for it and 
ice Griffin died. In his Will it was to be sold and 

Others bid against me. I didn't w^aut anpone to get 
was up to me to buy that land back. The Mill was 
years standi tg ti.ere. It wasn't used any more and it cost me 
piece of land Cn,.t Uncle Hugh Slarp gave to Uncl e Sa m Gibson and letrick. 

• ®y son. (D*.ve: did you run tho mill some youiself?) 
run. I iske thnt back. I *et old man Elben and his son Charlie 
I'm forgetful. I bought 50 baskets of wheat from Sam Metre at 

ground all that wheat into flour. And I ground corn to meal. I didn't 

— Jr people. I nay have had Brice Grif fin run it a while before he died 
(he coulcu't have had Brice, as Brice died aad it was sold at auction 

for oik rs. Tou jot a gallon out of a bushel for toll (for 

a; me to grind for others. (rare: was it Henry Gibson's 

fes, he end Tetrick V. . r. a%. they built the first 
c * ru 111111 QVrr where Bi .rney Showa lter lives (Bill libson place 

Andy Hannah, took it u?tr from hie father .Tnhn 'rir.nr.ah 


';****! rig 

•100 

<>« k.u, 
rl Cht«. (p. 

and 

uin tr* *•« tbi 

ed rf 111111 w,d then 
31ll * Th V sawed 
uld s** lumber. 


Cont r«ct th 
cr °*nd fij 

* ®° r * rock 

* d c 1* ro ?) 
te y to t e 


1 the flour jocks 

H*’ Mfcy hnT» 

1 taoj. }.v 7 fiXven to his mother., 

as -a j L WfilS “»d«siresH« and it 
down from ;Le few 
~ *C*t tt..t 

, * f 1V * J li * i l*u.d to -Silas Sh 

• 1 aev-r. I Lad it 

r,aod *l that Bin. 
and I ,- 

iad any f 0r otLe 
6 1 * forgetful 

, t? . * lidn» t f rind 
i : ,di£ * 10 So it didn't 

Sa^ Gi'.son th>.t fcuilt it?) 

There was t 

os» tu creek from th. church.) 
kd it huilt. He ruu it for ye 
I** ; id f 0a tu - v «“in stones?) 
1-3 x0r 40 Wura. 1 reckon* The 
f from old iua Ge u r fc e 

? a had Llkpp 1 a put thee on th 
w ' Shipoed frej) foreic*. caLutrie 
daiat hi« no 4 ood. I fi(J t them 

d ?irst class—coru mea: 

yon. know, to stop to fried any i 
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* ' ' . , „ 3har» A-29-59 b.T P*ul I*. 3hurp *'^1 

A ^ iC *T 9 «r ™ fc — tl. .ad tynoed by Dove Sh.ri 

—Dec. 19 B 0 m uBitBd t# , lne BW j dld: « Whe A tb. H«U VI 

ta..: 31 »l»y«d ••■• C** d ■ 4an « 

end .y two slater, t. . .lr.eine ach..l. 


IB (U -J.TC. - 

It 0* M rjrpflf nc * of Paul , Kr tb a and . D * d WI1 

IhidT^V •“ * T P v 0ridf»r*7 Th*n they ate supper. Ob 

And tfter’w 1 *** 1 ' y * arB old wh * n °' 7 ^ ad iiectBd"what they «alltd chorus leader®. 

The» v * Went to two Bir * ln * school". tKe.r . the #fflcct the j eloctoO the 

HttlJ dlffereQt ow8 for ? * n £ ^ ^ The first tio* I (»t u* hefere 

the * * J 12 v *”« eld — thnt little hey w e L. L. * j hardly stand 

i .. ▼_i 11. i__ irn.^ r froi c lfcitinc t ogf ia • _ 


me 


« rL^ £>tl,n 1 keep -T fro. ei«Rw 6 ■£ r ter . (t>rB ) 

I" * ^ 0#r . And I served e«t .y three .oaths fc» we leading rro... of ilDftri 

•Uce erllie^Clne 9 t. n dlff«rent eonutle.,, taxing our 

-ff e * tre <r ngre?at lens didn’t tev e any ef ec o . d te it. I often 

\ C V £et « '.«f*re lar;e correlations because I h£« S«t * >|i I 

ttink how hard it was fr me to stand before the congregation. lnt , lhe state .f 

vT er . tri * d 40 sing. We've 9 ne to different count es ^ he.ece.ing 2 years at* 

Jginla to a ho.ece.inf ard were called te Green r er ce t . tlji8 h.«ece.ing. 

they wanted the Slatvf.rk fmj of sixers. So « tbe re * 

*« thought the re'd he sereral grow.. ef .infers there. There 

6 a very large crowd — sow** from Californio. To ny surfr deal of orals* 

■ifft say, thev deuended entirely on the Slatyferk choir. “ d ”* 0 * 1 i, Tr to sinf. 

‘"J 1 «• -T T.»d .f «r ,-r-. of i S’ J u.t l :* .er.. 

1 ho » e to sonedav to he ohle to sin? after this 11 -* is orer. ir ln 

W*t I', l.oki.f forward te the day that I can really sinf W *J“ *> in “ exactlv *hat 

kerren with the an^ela. (Knewinf Dad and his inten.e love * f ■ “ c ^ c h and he 1 jin* 

ke is do in* nowj) I'm looklnf forward ta that day. I en^ / 

with the# sinfinf We're done it several ti»e. at h..e e..ln*s this year, and , 

wonderful l.t of jraise at them, and I believe they really did enjoy t e mua c 

?&wl: Cowld you say sos* tkin?s ascot your fo*>ilyT , n j n \n th* 

D.d ; I tar. . wh.l. l.t to .Wt V i»dlTia..l flVv. W b.d £klWr..^l. 

family and they all accepted 8 'nrlet fro. the s e e of 8 ^ 

•rowd of that. And T, “ «f nr father end 


he 


to 12 years old. !*■ certainly 

•ro.d of that. And I', orond of ay father end .ether of the lives they 1 C*“'J 

d.n't know what would have hap.ened to .. If I'd had sarent. like a *reat number .t p«o,l. 
rave. They never attend *ur.h and llv. wicked lives. But mj father “ d ' ^ ” 

were frowin* up, the y were ss strict ou us that the firstpoc * a * ' d 

■other said: "now don't use tta t socl» t knife on Sunday or you ss* • ' ‘ ,. . 

I bellevd it fsr a lsn* t l.e. I'd use 1« during the wosk and sn Sunday Id - y *7 
knife away. Ss I«. glad when we retired when the day ca»e to a ol sse, that .y Mthsr ^ 
had two listers) womld say M oow* hero and «y 79 wr irarf-s i*fore you ?o o •* 

«»v our little urayers, as children esmusnly are tauftt *. new I lay .e wn • * 

I pray the Lsrd .v souli U keep. ar*5 If I should die bef.r. I awak.. I pray the Lard 
my soul* to take" Ss. then, w# learned to bsnd sur tin kn.es while we werm yaun*. 
and I'. » praud of that, s# proud of ev early training. The 11^1# says: lring up * 

child when it is young and the way it *euld go, and when it is old it will not M** r *“ 

it" . And l'a gl&d ay children are following the steps of their aether and their father 
an3 trying to live far ihrist, and it gives ne great Joy ta think af the great hsaaaaaing 
we attended during the past years and this year, lut I', leaking forward ta a y w a 
we'll have a great ho.eee.lng that will he worth whilel—that we'll all meat together at 
that great ho.eaa.iBg after life is over. That'll ho the greatest Jay af anything a parson 

can think of. . w 

So *any oarsnts n*T*r take their children to church, nsrer hrinc them as r . r **y saou* 

hroa^t up. A nmaher of fftmile^s, as aamy bs 12 at Slatyfork whs never attend charch 

It hurts »e that the oarents wot Id bring no children so irrererant , not to o ▼* their . #r 

and master while th*y«re voung. So I'm certainly thankful thet children cans a long 

distanco to visitf their old Dad end loved ones here. They haven*t been aile to ctme all 

at one time. But Paul and Keth*. and Violet are here now and others have been coming. 

Before this, Junior (Dpve) and his wife and Ivan end his family and Will Curler. (Ada’s 

flusband) been in visiting us. So we certainly do ajoreciaU- the t. One thing we grieve 

they take such a short stay and we hate to 


about is th a 


0SI/UW AW • D«Vi V D ■ . U WU (. WW '>*• V 

string longer with us—for we eajoy their oompmny so much, 
his vife aid Violet are ^ing to leave us in the morning and 
they’re leaving us. We'll be very lonesome after they leave 


see them leave us without 

As I understand it, Paul and 
it makes mo foel sad that 




r 


o?) \ 9,r '*n, 7'k#u£htn und Atrtf—Tupmd of L.U.'Uutr* «*..?<*-'>«* ky Ppml likhtp 

* Tt* 1 ' *hwt • fcnul *#-Ueed •»» OiiMili and typ. \mm. 19H0 t.y Dare |^ r . '"H 

>,« h - fcout r®nr father ate. •* wna In at 1n»i, a*,#. ~" r Xl V 

' ,ft * h#*H 1 ** (1 rt#,,r 1,0 rrl " r * r like that ta frt In r»r 1 nan hi |^r,Vl/»\ 

ir*•*• w.: d ;?•- • t ' r,ui * ° ri ‘ r - No - n w - i* cf.u wir 

J, U wh -n u. ‘ ,lfr - arming n.badr. Th* li>k«l ..Idl.r. o—r 

•V ***** ».ok kll , B , ld * ' h ' T *'**'» ‘ ld k-d-Mnr ar .at a,... .f tl » w „ | ' ,1 ‘ 

* r«rr- rt i ^-.nV* ^ ?3 “ bi v ' ,n<i 74 d ^* *• >uo-r*, «. c . 

-«> *. n n r ; U r lr - W 1 Ir 0 "" W>,# * tl1,ri "' 1 «-rl«C thr civil Via r . .rrnaJd 

k h * *«llay an ^, * ,i,hr r w “" omJ y >6 .'" ur " *10 “«'! thr Kbbrl aaldlna e.ar rvnnlnt .! owr 

v ; y »•*«. s. 1 h ;:,ri!*r v : r, * < ’ ri "i 4 ** - i * — **» r^.< 

r t , ■ f «n.wi„ { be)1 " Cl ' #f ** r h,u '"' " n<1 *"ly 16 y#«ra aid . Old J.k, 31-*#!,. 

-an fcj 1 * 16 r,„r ^ ••Ul'rn th„t war. runnlnc dawn » nr am hr aaat 

r .: t# w '». r T .;t r 1 h, “- u /* n ii - ih ^ -Mi.*-* «/f.ir .2 u. k 

~L,r. •*-~ «s £-%:~ y xr :: ... 

*~f*r*d *, . hr family In the war and fcatfaun* 9 f p 9W mv f | k . r /•,. \ 

«. u..’; £::.■• T *" - WT-iUt. 

„:r 1 r ‘ k *“ i*~ *-7 ■•• «>•*. - 

■ I tr ® uk l««. aarraw. „m d 1 aaaaal at ar nt a a ^ " Ur#u « h tka yanra. 

. •• kratty • a'yaiiar " k * M< «*»1 njr: A I'^kon*"* d * n *' !* ^ Mf# * 

*-ck. f k ' llZ'l ‘ * ray. ka. and ahr oa« ta ' »Uk aa. 

" J1 k arr and r k%r y fc ** k lkt ‘ "• —taaokllaa , v , n -. a ?* r#rt * * k * r# * m " • 

te-ir. hrr --- 

“• f.« .«i r.n 7 " l L i* 7*7 7 *. 

I -j.aat »U] Ja»d .V rin 1, ' 1 W *" • b,, «^rul bay af 0 h I " ^ 1 f#J1 #T#r 

Tb. thlac I want f. ” 1 t. bald bar I Ai L,*r "" M -f tat; 

caJJad lata etrr-ii^ °“ } -»*ry ena af thon* •»/• » l. .* ' ol *“ r •• th» flaor. 

thB J *rA f. r t alel v c/irr^f 1 ’V'* e,ll ‘ r tUt t ‘ ,,> Urd a*!" , 1 '^ r * th * 1 r,1 « ht h *» 

5 r J ya/tra. Wban I „ M “ l *r*u«k tka au y ^. r , . ,f# * 1 «>*• .radlt la 

b*d hardly a. r .rd lot „ * h J’ d ” h aa a daot^r‘ % 9 \ Ul * f » r 

• llttla dn f ar In • m'tlr *?** ** W • ^,, • lc “ tl» ## .,u uMl 21 Tb M 

tbry a ran bar. J, 4U , ^, t ' # th * n . . 3-lnt. Pd r * th * r 

thr mMr where l+yt 1» eivl wnlt m * l# " r *n& l hear 

v.. — - «"•« >. " 

nU ; at t,Jt tw> Mouar traffic uZ *'*“ 0 rT " y c ‘ ,r ‘«tl.n akauld^! W *" fc " Cfcu,# * r “ruakan 
ralnln* a. aany faain., /J * b# “ «r#at a.rin* , f J * ■ v * r rtkln f ha oan ta 

han't co.v what r )i# J. ^ ^ •• »*ny d.atk.^ ' * f * r 11ta •««»/. M,..r 

/ 1 Te ima A /mil. _ ... •*' fc *0Djt |y I 4 «. 


,J V 2 Kr\ 5 , ir ir "- 1 ' -»■‘-“-^ri^-rJirs 7"’ t * - i •> **•• 

i*..i " ,f ^ 

Uav afur a# . lh _ • 


> 



by Paul Sharp 
1980 by Dave 3harp ' / 
least expected. So we are comuandody 
We ouit have en the woddfefc garmeats, bti eur 

He natter when the summons cones 

till tBey are eld 

they get to he 50 or 60 years eld it Is almost impossible 

older they f«t, the harder it is te 
hr in* children me the way they should go ,— 
Take then to church every Sunday and live eleee te 
Let their influence live in the family they are bringing up. 


stories, Thoughts and Idvlde—Taeed of 

Re-taped on daesett 
, that death coirs a thief in t 

ready and not wait till deathTooees 
rimmed ark! ready to enter Into the carriage feast 
° ald he ready. Tnat's ay advice to e very individual and net wait 
Cnrlst. Because after 
^7 one te change their lives. It seems the 
lives. Se I slnsit on oarert s te 

1 eri to church—net send them 
latian lire 

Wnat about the roads aud in your days. ? 

• had mud roads. Keren*t very wide and were 
1 fc y*ar in order te keep at those reads. We had no bu ggie s. 

* they had te go to Millbore (Va) about 60 miles for salt and 
*aen*t any salt 

nie parents) had mills and ground the wheat people 


kept u» by each farmer who worked 

Meat eeople had wagons 
roofing and supplies. 

or sugar to amount ts anything (here) and they vent te Millhere. 

t ________ _ • grew and ground flour. Women 

1 * vc Gfc, ‘ 79 wouldn't try te think about making light bread out of I flour liice we had te 
^ ^t was the best we could do. I owned a mill after I grew into mannood. (Last 

firv f 1920. Kemalas can still be seen —1980-- submerged dam-leg, reck foundation 

4-T Paul In r W ld- - < ’ aa - ) 

f Lad* w U * a *t yeu f ve talked about inventions, transoortations in the early days. 

^ 0 f e ^* hade in my boyhood days when there wasn't a buggy in the country and I was one 
(m b ree hsught the first automobile bought in Pocahort as couaty. (A 191^ Studebak*r)Q 

T * •“■*!•* license plate in tie store wi r 
f(f t «®smber the first bu ggy that was bought 
o w eel surrey’ the first conveyance I « 

1 ^ r e7 * a 8 • It had two wheels and a skelet 
an we thought we had a wenderfml way ts 
tr 50 miles to where! I I hW 

a horseback to 
tot there) arkl 
There were r 

wer * 2 or 3 In tie 
that Dad ii 
after the line 
Edrpy and Marlintsn. Thers 
C»t dawn ts Slatyfsrk. 
and I was talking 12 all 
said ts me ; "I, w ds ysu *et the 
, h * n « w - isn't it?" ha, ha. 
talicine thrash a hsllsw tnhs 
" e had no doctor i 

the farmer had different kinds if 
They had **nsrail tea and different 
half a ds ten different kinds tf tea 1 

sick —she was a £rsat hand at *sin* 
teas and take with her"! 

(Joke??) When I was qX quite small wi 
and aeat ftr breakfast. Meat and lr< 

We enj.yed life. I heller# Wetter th. 
fish in a few hsurs. »nd there were , 

But 'I**-'” •' them. Th« 

1 J * 1 4 i6Te were better sati 

and families wsuld come ts ris it# my 

rU ?h' « d ■••If they „ and stay jL 
and cone We're Urine i„ a fa ^ £_ 


my broth*r-in- 1 aw. I bought a surroy--m 
* had. A good many people don't know w» t a 
seat, big enough* for two ooople to ride 

HHHHHIlillH ive aloqg with m about 40 

a man was advertising and soiling those surreys and buggies. I redo 
go get it with the harness on the horse (to ho ready to pull it when X ho 
I had that until my first courtshio, ha. ha. 

ns telejihsne a in the csnnty. I was sne of the first ts har e a tmleyhsn s. There 
c **nt.r When the lines *st t hrsm^h first—Jast ts try it~mmt. (l heller 
» mnsther taping said that Marlistsn had ns shoirs. and they'^t t»ir .hems 

- 1 was brought thraigh frsm Randslmh Csonty hy Slatyfsrk. It was extended sn 

were srshahly’sse sr tws lm th# Llnwesd area hsfsrs the 11ns 
Mrst ones im the ssmnty??) Ssmeene whs cams ts my heme one dmy 
-I. - ■••re'* »tsrs at Stray. They had sns. One fells* 
essace seer the line ts Mr. Mssrs's stsrs? The wirs_ is 

Id: ns it isn't hellmtfP ha. ha. le thsi^ket ws were 

0Trr the telephoae wire. ^ 

any clsser than 23 miles. Ns hsspitale. If anysns C st siok T _asst mal 

tea .«! ;■ t<,BS * They hRd te&9 f#r Afferent sloknesses. 

tea and different names for u.. ___ . ! 



■ 1 . • C/JJfj v?> 

— * / / % ' v vv;V.V.» d‘ 

* * , '-V . ' V/y /j 






W*. 


t,t#ry * ■Wl’l.*, Th.ucht. unrt -Ta*4 of l..l».3h»,. 9 tMH* ^ *>"> 

W. p d on 0*n»«ttw nnil ty»*d D»o. 1980 by D**« ab-r* 

P.u, a \ n " k. rB «kMk. I dirt ay flrit courting riding haroobaok. aO 4 

Dpd« t #w you om( r 1 *11 cmc horoebwok? # 


itearlf 






Hrtrt, ■ 


^ W nornririOK or not. *e l i© n l n cn'injimii, it v •• wj « v 

™ w *rd than ■lnlntrrn today who me* In mb autoaobllo and * few slnaloa 
f* w k ** • k »‘iroh oera^ee (be n t w not be r d*rob)--go *J I #T«r hlo cbnrgo. Doold do It in * 
#T# , r •* ra . In lhut tine 1 t • d take Maybe a half * day to ooae fro* the Wray paroonag© 

Paalj lk*rn<rj- k U • rr “ ch - AW 

Dad: w 1 ***" y *' x * ,iy y#u wrnt ** Mill bar# farT 

In * w ®nt ta Mlllboro ta get oalt, ougar and ooch thlngo as that. Thera wao na oult 

11 


'J*7 


I (Ak t • 

jCtXy*0 ° U — The flrnt line ] wan to Mlllboro, I went with Unole flaraoo utl another fallaw. 


m 


e ir 


U J8 u * ^ako hi o karoffi and wanted ae ta go alone. I wmb l?^yearn aid and it'd take 

week. We had a box ta carry aur lunch In and we'd oleep oat at nightn. 

Tear* 1 t *** CRIBe * n w^'d drive to fclie aide of the rood land cuip over till oornlni . We took 
^ # aur hornen. It tank uo about all week for thin wagon trio. Didn't have any kg 

(Dad t *1 ^ Rre w<l " no othrr way of conwayanoe. 

c ■ # ,(Dawe) l ii ntary khjtt wan not recorded an taoe about thlo trio, when they 

n * Rr • nogrg town In Virginia, and when they pulled a trick-Joke an kla) I nay 
k r 11 c,,l ®wherg In thlo booklet ba 1 ng co i«oi led .) •* *»,' Ifr * fi‘ ^ i 

ta tr^r f * J, • w,, — H railroad caae throurh Mountain ^Iroae (Va)--they thought t*wy*d like 
w We »rt ^11 ^ #llt '* So theyw#’nt to the donductor when the train pul lad up nnd nuld: 

what th llC " ^ b,,Te * ( ** mrler ' n w « rth ride" The conductor know they didn't know 
tha* l& Jlcln C «• and he fare them a quarter'! worth of ride, ha. Ae U ok 

a ] e ° n | h * | trfi1n Rnrt 4t l#Ric 3 days to walk back, ha. ha. Well that taught then 

I rueo #n# ?heJ lf °* W n#t t# U ' <r ov * r 11 dlBe,> w «rth of ride thr wit tiaa, r.a. ha. 

Pauli, V**®* 011 * e,8e in th ^ r Croup took care of their baraop whllo t hay were gana. 

Dad* T i * y#u,Te R Ut of new th 1 nga—1 nrontloan.. . 

that c :;:r: urd 8urf,,ce nmAa > t v. .ir>u a ... i r .d. u, n r .t ^ u .. 

Wt J“ ! C * Unt/ nt th * C, ,ntv r “ lr> - 0ne '•!!•* r... In th*re «m .*d. ,.lt» * ht 
rld\a i!\T! J; r ? ,t#r * lnC "«'« C« h*hlrd th* harn ud t*Jc. * drink hrtlt.n 

P«**le u*m i <4 ^ B r ' ai 1(11 ,r< * ln fJhl * ftuntlnc, —I h*ll»T* fljrln* «*d*r * brldg*,) 

In .r.T til W y . w k * * rld# 0T,r th * t#WQ #f M *rlUt.n nni *...tl-,.%r.tty *.11 

If ” at “• f * r *•««“• »• —t.i u «.t »..* t. „t !.« 

Paul: Did y.u like t* fly? 

^* d! 1 c ^rtoln]y did { P»u1: W.nld h.. . . . 


Dad: I rrally hell*** w* h*r w ««m you ratLrr 11m now than hack when y«j war* a hayf 

1 f>Tentlan», telephone* TV ^ #nJ#yBe f t tk * n d * with .11 th. 

Invention* and ^olnt t* the aoanflt w° ^ ^ f a \* 11 ' * d * rr looklnc f*r a 

trial h*. ha Pn.ii • n« u , '. l, . 3r,, lote 1 hl * T » : n , t thoucht auoh ah*ut th*t 


Ww- 


Dave: Thor* waa * j, t *f[ 3lt(l fl 

_ -_ A. a. '• * A 


ape 


'is? 


•*«• v’o..” .r : 1 *“•* »■ 


m <.n ist ;/v:r; n /:r d ; ^ >«- <.». .. „:r 

^ • J5S:wS£: t r ’ “ ,a . . . 


i pt. 


I 



// 





• 3)i*«rp , taped ^ 1 3-^>7 the presence 

wife, Mabel, and Genevieve, Ivan's wife 
I looked all through it. There was old 

1 thought wan up -.bout yG , 95 years 
fen I told Mabel, "let's tfl jut 


‘ifn of the 3h<'ip r am> ly 
SI, I /u.i, Dave, Violet 
At to the ^nry 1 * Cl. a pel 
Cousin V/u Gibson and other old peoj?^* 
they w trk ?0 <t ‘■'-O years oldl Junt for 
't ju t of hr ip, I ini the oldest person in here" 
*►»w 77 years old—on the tombstone 77 years old 
ted 7, Ivan, didn't you talc to LIuj and he accep 
j ri hi a deatli^rd". ) He v/aa a mighty fine ^.ood 

fe're ail here except Paul") I'm awful proud o 
iow much. (Dave: yoiire ye;.rs old a couple da 


11 you counted those.... before he was born that 
on t regret it. The greatest heritage oi earth ia fat 
i* * way of tbs Lord, When they get old they won't dspa 
u no exception. That !s time. He's recordir^. ever; 

T ‘ ‘ a PPy Ay children rot in to my birthday, ajjd my son's 
('d never have any ub iidren named after me because 
"ff letters . So the 

Mrter htw * B Wn my wife said to 
Present and I»m gp ing to name him 

*? • ***• Shsdb gone down to tie ja 
w a es I That's Low come Jr. £ ot hi 

“ i# 11 . his name .0 (D 

#8# ** W * B nice you to stop by ■ 
r«ji*ln(?) of f Alth ftfH ; family. 

Linking about having. 

11feline ia g 0 to bed without having 

I alienee ) fTht following 

1 51 car * y. . this one fellow 

<-»ut of that hollow up the re “and* Lai 
up (hitchhiker: why, we were up t 
E* £oing on to Marlinten to et som< 

tell me where he waa from.hen 

a half a mile, I knew who they were, 
over to Marllnton, said to ay-self, 
fly right on by over in the city and 
down hurried as fast as I could aero 
sack there" and I'd run them all the 
couple days later police caught theic 

® li0#8 * .P *lr o f boots a(t 

uot from jjegarty down at Ini) 1 point. 
it arid get it b«ic*c in a gear's time, 
he (his father) mage shoes for all t 
till of them (Drive: did he make sho 
iiis lasts. (Genevieve asked: did t 
. f * r of our feet. (Dave- 

He'd punch a hole aid 
about hali an incL or one fourth an 
He'4 sharpen off at each side fi rst 
on tU other aid*. Oh. he coald mak. tt 


Leard my father gp * to be d in his 
of us bow and have a silent prayer. 
hi tchhlkera he picked up on ElM in 

d whattdxh* was l* doing coming 
getting lumber, and we sent truck, 
and broke the rack down and we're 
o time when the other wouldn't 
• I figured out when I teada't goat 
id out of my senses nearly. Went 
demand ux to go on iy, I'm going to 
r uie to go on, I came 
" *• wanted to get out 

_ . -. And here a 


ow . If they 

ned if they holler fo 
a the bridge. Tfrey yelled 
way afiggag the bridge and let them out 
U Huntington, Dad was asked if his father made their 
me or two. (Da«/e: where did you .et the lealim rl) 
Killed a bee: and they'd send hides down and he'd tan 
Got leather all the time that a way. (Dave: didn't 
8 rwLi lyf ) '->8 all the family. He Lad lasts for 

s for others toot) No. I don't know wueie he got 
•y make different size shoes?) Yes different lasts 
id C ever make any pegged ones?) Yes, all he made was 
:lc ***• ^*.1^?« too. Made of maple. Sawed off 
ric^^y ,U know , Off right on through Ukm that. 

• Lad to do was sharpen each one 
you could buy them. He mas a 

.^8 most of uiy boys did, w t *o 

in ^jjM^son at the time of the civil 
5* days of tve years, aul he made 

•iLVackJo^ mo th, r who h# Wtt8 

■tarvatiou prlaan. 














of t ho 3l*rp Fitm 1 1 y . by Lather D*v 1 d 3hurp (teped 6 - 13 ^ 59 ) r\C 
^■Wr 1 r#d ^•m *.> the hundreds end by t e li and reds, starved then to death. At 
"sjj" V^*Np^ C • on way to Florida about 1939 0 A ad we stopped (Violet: wasn't he In 

i lc!i »oud toot) Ye*, before they took them &J 1 to Salisbury, N. C. and an eld 

*id wh# 11 ^ ° n street) l.aJ a loi^ grey teard. Henry and I and your wot he r. ^ 

**d i-wo ^ W ** 8 * **• prisons at-my father served 2J won the and ?h day s. lacking 6 da> i of 

#¥rr ° £ ru ' "• 1 said they didn't lave prisons, i\my~ Just had Just like baj u» scattered 
ieath ** country here. He said they starved to deat h and what they didn't starve 

, ' i9 y poisoned. And I said my fathr was traded for bsbel prisoners Just i. few 

th« # 1 le W * r *«d k* said. Oh no, the]*# wasn't a one tlat escaped. Eveiy last 

is * * t ' 4irve d to death, or was poisoned . And 1 said my litther lived through* and 1 

^ 90 fl . fe wouldn't give up. T couldn't wake him believe. Ky father said W I saw 

*0 day, wagon loads of soldiers and saw them digging trenches through the fields 
vT" tUrgWiQ « tiieni In and dirt over them." Well, one thing about the rebels were 

* Ven their own men. didn't lave food and of course prisoners of Uve yeauk#4 army. 
111^°^ r ^ ieUi 90 WjU ldn't h ve to feed them, you know. (Dave: didn't j 

some of those breast plus he made to set extra food, but how did he get extra feed ^ 
l \ % f t ** < * n ** It 7) I don't 'mow how he got these (? black hides /...) made 

•reast pins. (Dave: did you ever s^e any of those bios? ) Oh yes, I've seen 
•7 mo ther kept the first f ew (Tlett»rs?) I don't know who which one of the 
-^Qt^themT ^Mau T^ 

or Ella. !e said that Lh ey died off tlisre with diptherla and 

19 old black wo«i.an that gave medicine for diptherla, that hs got on the right side of 

ri d told her to give him two doses of it. She doubled the dose. H* said them out 

1 *y and lurried them , And said there was a captain that was so mean to the prisoner* 

!* uri8 oners threw a bag ov-r a captains do g that followed him in. They then killed 

*• and ate tha_t do;.. And *ba said they begged him to eat some of it ao) lllled a 
1 •tt*dhTm to eat a bite of it and he said , I think he couldn't swallow it. And 
he didn't get any more in a week than hefceuld eat in one meal. Said they had 
r " (worms) all over the top where they had boiled the ham and said be just turned it 

drank it. (Dave: Row did he come b. ck home?) I started to tell you a while ago: 

• captain that was so mean to the rprisoners , and somebody shot outside while he 
iere gP lug through amjng the prisoners., and he grant to Ahe windowu and stuck his 

, 0 a * # wlj0 U wa8 outeide and they blew hie head all to pieces. He said 

eoners rejoiced over this., bedause he waa so mean to them... He stuck his head 

see who shot . so they blew his head aft (Tiutt* a* a n- r_a.. _ 


they said ii we g<2ae our Independence, we 

you t>iu your i:id*^rju'tno# I'llnot want to 
itarted out lilt# tn»y u cr# goinc to . H* 

o*ld do I ran nt Uoy atoppad M and didn't follow 
) (Dav#: I *Mesa tb#jr w tut klui of mean on kotb si 

Yankees, Iguana ti • yan^aan.tr#at#d tb« aou, 

grandfather SUrpCwilliwu) , after the war waa over 
a l ? ijarahall he waa a captain, Vut had uen tbrougi', 
ptured iny father (Silas). He krougH suit again.t 1- 
parent]y Marshall waa a r-bel) It waa in court for 
over thar. Called bia, -at. Th .y wanted To 
ln,t was that in regard toT) Capt. Karahall and W 
-«J.d a queaUon(T) ) No. They warfrd hl« to 

t .iwafr 1 ? c#t 11 r - ri#a ” d - w»«». (■■ 

. B0Ii (^ilaa) away rroia bom# here when he wa 
ie» at all, you know. Th 

1-In to p#t in prlnan and 

H l*ve food for their a 

100 'a and 100 ' a of tkm 

“Y Yatber liy.d. that an 


Whemther they meunt 
^ut they did starve 
old man believe all 
1. Oh, ay father said 





•2S2SS5* of u» SW 

ti: a * f “ 1 ]lr *. (ur— 

... h *r« on our land i 

J*!. 1 * *nd ,, ut t J OU8 ‘*'‘d °r then, . th, 
rir * awl th *“ rl ‘ ht “P 

"* 11 "Wood °‘ a “ P ' d th * r * «■* 

••net,1 Lt crei,t Un * time 

y f “4.r j d ? , 1,ft * th. 

100 n„ tJnc l« Hs^he w , 

0f •“* o.‘n, 8U * p,ct - O'* 75.. 

'•“a.y ai ou r put tij ein behind th 

th.??; aa bi «« 
u t# >®. Unci# 

*• now u \ 

t fcll " n *«o . 

Jy w : could. 

,Ut « U t ^ n,t *°ther them 

* 0o] 1q Ui# northern 

00(1 °A th. b*n> 


lii. SJatyfork . W. Va . 

!• camped uj> h#r# at I 
ie f#nc# ar##nd that f 
,k froui *ne *id# to tho othor 
field yander from on# # n d to th# 
rails up i D th# lo acre field. 

t someone *e up ther# and haul hack 
fr#i^bt wa^on broke 
and had all they ##*1 
j uiolthd thos# reb# 

(at th# 

is#; I've g> n# ther# aiid 

that where th#y w#r# piled i 
t Ltr# (at th# lo£ house next to 
’y. Lots iflor# l#ft ther#. 

^P's) *o up and visit ti* 
Teacart? ? ?. . . )dif fe re.) 

(Lave; did she say that?) 
ltl« Gatewood was a cci— 

I thought maybe M co±oael*G 
the southera army. (Gatewood 
b mantled about 1970 atri , 
reason they camped at Linwoud ) 
some over in tne yalley 
•y had their fijpt 
on Kln^o Flats y.t), 

►Vt-krmy down there and h 
captain was on a horse and they 
np deep and he couldn't swim and 
JXfired a shot or two and 
t —not a hair of your he, 
horse and killed th • hi 
». They shot Jake Gib, 
J_j.ii Gi b bod] Ee woe 
a chance. 'h. should havi 

1Jt j . 18 ** b8d “*de honrt^haWlj ( 

. i ^VLir ?l“ : 

3 -■■*£ ZlxT 

i» i do ir^ 1 : ^ 

where Barney SW.n . , d * 


— • lharp /t 3 (/ 
d, did q ' t im ?)^T#s 

W4tS «Us, and th* 
tnd brought those 

other A od started 
Th#y Cfcmped 
—1 some 1 ##d 
a wh# #j ir» th • creek?) 

1 omrrr on th«l r ahould#rs—. 
u.11# ta and mad# Wll#ts 
old horn# piac#—at a 

^ot th#a $ There 

ther# in kack 
j th#new 
They carried 
army at LinwoodT) 
times talked 
I think h# 

c-loa# 1 in the army in 
. _•«*tewood would 
—I lived at 
i.iOd#rn house 
_J ?h#y ku#w 
you ate.(Vfciley 
(Dfcre-1980: I thin ther. 


cam# 


fDav#: dido 

rebels wh#n a 
nt #p th#r# i 
all my Ilf. w# 

chemuey ov#r th#r 
low the present old hot 
a hall a bushel or .nore t] 
flughe brought th# same ov< 

It was all they could car) 

*: did any of them (S. 
up ther#. Mrs. (?) ( 

’ e 1 a hors# maiiy tlp.cs . 
u «ow. She was a - 
^ ti.e rebel army? 
army No #« | n 

th» road. It was di 
■ist have ksen the 
,n * rm y w^o. and they had 
t was at £l£wat_er where th 
lee '“•Bid. the road 1 

iZy and . h. was in the" 

was then on horses. Th 

• river and th# river was 
fc.al j ope a jp to him and h. 
he says: "your'r. ai brare soldi 
v captal n'~toH~Fnr~t>,. 

h *. C “^ fciL ordered them to sho.t hi 
<mt r t0 0 ^ Bill Gib b od old 1 
vas foolish, Vhen he didn't h» 

Bh f u ^'t he IJ His broth, 


I uTrl “f h#r# , ^ tUt 

^to a u a :r t7o- luUr « 

not t Wh#r “ P * 0f,lt t00i 

not t0 builltois hou 

8 un f l888 ^ was thTiddit 
present new house, whi* 

thy did^to l£i ‘ 58 Wh ° Plaaiit 

why did they us# we ter «t * 
a place tl* water ran throu C 
they ground «i 1 0 ur corn in^ 
here - yin Elbon built ire 

-o-WriliTW-W^ 

sot .Elbon from down at Veiste 

r “ t | J TL t 0ld “* D ■Sikon'^n- 

“P ln the waaon house—tt £ . 
Griffin tended to tv. . 
t*t some of the meal 


fTOUaU flojLT 

fot /ears. 




vo !>• sold 4 .nd the uione^ ** given y o Jii5-!iw ur 1 • »*--- 

' tbe win and hud witnesses si fc n It. later on. he 

they put It up lor «ale. And her# comes thifl fellow from up at Cass down there c 
“*•. Uncle Hugh ;.**• hi** tne land to build tbemlll. I hud to pay $500 to keep 
■* from kuylog it unci l:rrp him out of down here. (Dave: yoo've gotten $500 wort 
l out of it) Many times more than that of pleasure. I got pleasure of a 
dollars or more just fishing. I'll h re to gp to ked now. Good night. 

(Dure: did Uncle Hugh nave those nejvice trees up thereT-on the fli 
cut down the oth#r trees and left the service trees. (Dove: Thee chestnu t 
118 *d to pick them up and a nuts here when I was young) Toe could pick them up 
^«1. (Dave; whnt did they use them for, bread?) Well, they ! d eat vfc at tlay wan 

idn't make kread out of the in. I kought them ky the b ushels here £0 - 60 years 

l P>ed to one of tl.e cities, I don't know vbioh. They'd lay on the w round and 
J ick up a buck#t At)1 in no time. But some blight struck them and killed all th 
ei9 » * reckon all over the United States, and it akout put the squirrels and 
°[ Bines*. They just feeded on them. That was an awful loss to jur countr 

* easted on them . There were so many wild turkeys, arri they just died off— 

death. (Dave; wasn't there one or two rekel* soldiers kserried up at the top 
^ He was hurried Just to the left side of the rond^ I was plowing the 

kroke through in on it. looked down" in one. (Dave: who shot those rekeli 
1 81 8? ) I d0fl ' 1 ^ley v ‘ tr% rekel s or yankees. I think tmy were Yauke« 

'ey and 1 ( Taffile ?) . (Dave, J990t Uncle Hugh said tV* y were from the So* 
t uncle tfu\Tr say they krou^ht one of thense men in here to the fireplace in 

Th Y * f, ‘ Uncl€ Ku * } * thought so much of him—staged with him till he died. ! 
-iWe^at _the "njArockfl" (near "y ellow houae "-pear tla new water fountain ui 
oad). (Dave: Didn't those rekel soldiers take nil the apples the famil- 
coine there where they had Hi am kurriea in holes, you know. Lee's army came 
Qd commenced taking appl es. It was Grandfather Will Sharp's place. The/ 
pick them up and the captain told them to stand Wacic and harried them oat to 
|ent ac r ° 58 the creek to the meadow and took ra ils from each side arri krough 
and pl]ed alor * tha center for 100*s of yards and kurnt every ra 

Jj Caplain Uld th ™ to pay for the apples. They camped across lie creek 
e^aLT ^ ;ana34£yy_r«il. (Violet: whad did they Wrn th.a fort)< 
no l a„ J \ 7" ^ -eh tl,e ni C^ (Dave: what did you use to start fires?) 
iajuj.oil had no lamps. Candles was only thin* I had to study iny lessons 

'“f 1 "' * nd „■« y,*" it .. *„eh .. .. dT uoC”m 






-r— -* * 







— V^tVr/o^r The J 

out o f Th ®y ®r* joyed lif* J* 

for lot rolllu4 ' (that was hi» i r * ht sj 
*e the/ waatsd t ** ( i«v« sssn him 

- lh rv . aUr. wi th f 1. 

lz Ivan has to. houo, 
»» 56 and 6 ‘; t c * v ., .ad too. to 

Hr was a tpod man 

Hiari and he accepted Christ. Isu' 

V ' thnMlran- ho **1* "everything 
he porch?? ) lIvan. 

■d") That’s all w. n..d to do - X * ^ 

, 1 risk ay life on his word., for his 
, ron* from Ext to Mac. yoar age or or.. 
3 f ,-iac. Mountain the h.st 1 00 old count 
f froi'h.r". and they stayed at uoa.. an 

•too £lk. ^ th.y mxr i* 
t t .t out to aoot with other children, 
ove have { on L J^to__th ? _ent 1 ^al world 
s a*o. She's from Fera,»ylvanla--Bnt d 
XJOXK Lots of people younger than *• ' 


- * ory A ad SUrbea^f th® 

- l . n * >ie 1 d get a;)L» f« under ** 

a8 V *ll k» If it V.rr» 

Wu ald ha Yr t.h «• trees out up 1*‘ 

auch. They U-1 led a wild tu 
-••r were plentiful. And 
»o dovn El* river u-.mI coins bac 
\i-uve: how oil was youi dud an 

- for g • 11 i rg Unci® Hugh to 

church. But Ivan t 
r 4htT (Iran: ... 

Wl " B ■rai^hteced up 
Cc ‘nfeas toe befor 
19 true. (Dave 
tone?) U ell 
tLer® were Z 
aoae of them 
'fcou»i n8 
Yes the 
K °lly Slank 

She 'was -g 

but those 
to be so 
of chasti 
downs 
the __j 
I *d 9 


ijay—carry In* 
lot" ready •!» 
»ce> about any 
i t ve a*®* 1 u*y 

with a **&££» 

miitii. r T) ’ 

accept Christ, 
i just before i 
two before oat 0 

,_X accept the . 

hall be saved" — 
eopl* din you say 
f £l'g Ko an tain to to 


all rigit 
;aen you 
how many 
f rom t op o 

. They didn't have any^joes 
would leave Pocahontas Coor-ty 
a whole lot of them, cause they did.* 

were 253 of them from my and lA * 

er wasthe latest one—about 2 year 
That a year or two older than I was. 

253 were my a^t or older. Bat 1 do 
old. Tr read/ to dje arn pas* 

semenis ancTTrouble through li^e. ^ 

(Genevieve: you*ve had more up® than < 
vilUse. Iran , ton ight, to set back__to_ 

" na" . I don* t want J, o 11V li orm * • 

=ht I wouldn't want to live xy Ilf* over ajai 
OL, I' ve had a urett, -ia rd time of it. Loti 
wife fcad my daughter and (thehyleaving out, 1 
to .ear it though. That'll *e a *reat homeco, 
to go next. Should Is ready and not worry aV 

know we hare on oar w edded garment s to entsr . t T . 

son.e of thorn Lad made no preparation and whoa tnoy **“ k ® 4 
why it was oror with -.for. they could £0 la. You. enow to.y C av. tua 
How eas>. if we'd realize that Christ lives within all of us 
luoc, you shall saved i"-“and I'll oonfes* you before my lather who 

to prepare a place for you edd I’ll o«,e hero and rocoivo /ou^unto mji« 
mansion for you" Ho promised a mansion up there .or us. *n * 

told to man yet the treat - Joy of heaven, the -reat joy we 11* nave - 
£et through the pearly gales. That's his word . *'•/ *■ 

he was so tired he said "u.age me a a pallet 3owu 

bin Hjfmnmmru " 8ally n |f and I'll try to iay down". Biald the pal 
(fireplace) anr' v e laid down and Le hadn't laid there, I don't thiak 
called n 3al ly, Sall y, Sail/ 11 1/ the time they tot him up t(^_hia_ 
ri^ht there. He suffered untold pain. Lr a Gajier^ said he had canc 
sitn oTTT. But he Lad those awful bad spells, he couldnjt lay down 
appendicitus. If r.ov, he'd been operated on and saved. (Dave: Low 
Ob, he had thi cance r 12 months or longer, that Le was bad. (Dave: 
die <t ?) Yes, she took pneumonia arid died. We had a mare that :.ad 
was looicin£ after it in the cold wea ther and ti^ colt got la tha f < 
it's so cold yam're exposing yourself, you' 1 i tak e pneumonia and dl 
"why do we want to stay here, it's better on t-eyo^d" aud ey tlm way 
took pneumonia c^nd lived just a snort time, (she died Dec. 21, 19£3 
"did you. see this evening the b eautif ul sunsniue with the going dow 
answered n I look at my heavenly^home every day. T here is n ! t j^_d__ay 
heavenly home.” She's the out (Sarah) who had the brother (at 
went to heaven and told all about the beauties of Heav en aid all (t 
and so on. Aud came back (to life) and performed miracles—tLrsw a 
loft and it stayed there till 2 o'clock the next day. And said I'l 





a. L. D. 3Wn;( taped 
whole heavens turned tii • 
now up this way pap is *LjJ\ 

I r^Cuon. And said a 
GrauifatLer (Ha uu ah) 
ai^i told akgut seeing Aunt 

was korn. And told(ef) 
turn pits of hall, and there 
i ” why did you taka u*y 
Grandfath er Hann ah aakad him "Did 
to t*L 1 you akout heavan. You’re 
joined the church, Thara ha it’.] 
ust as plain as ka can ke. Tha Lord has 

'I 1 ii ust gcii^ to stay a a h?_T^ *ij?* • t.'.en tagged foi 

* * * ymt WY k rfl. X f H3LMX kii M71 lii MI MaHsc^ •. AhaA1-'hladMuDCvSX > 

,o put bar in t\* fir a aiH said 
rse thay wouldn’t give ha r to him. Ai as sha 
• Hannah after so loi* of time "Ivish you’d make 
that though he said I want to eat with you kefore 
he sat there and sat there and sha ate. Ana 

"the savior feed 
d told us other times 


_ 

>% Piattleu* * a,ld w * n i out and »oy Mother 
^oml t .»» 8 ^Cht you ever saw. (Tb« 

xi k .^ ,d * sale up on _ 

came i a candl« show *3 the pathway whe 

; lArtha°^ # &Ud ° tha told him } * ,d di#d * nd h * d #e * D 

dlf f# Fu **ard. She'd shoot fall over the church, 
was f f* 1 0nca - Said "the Savior took me over and showed me 
name T * 0W ° u fc h*t wns B0 wicked and said Christ asked him 

0u n Vk in"? . And he said it was so keeutiful there, 
worri ,mt * ack to 9ta «y With meY” "I Just ca me kack just 

Cn i * li * a ^out Joe who died at 12 years old and Vad never 
suv .1 * ,0tt *** hiuj l—end there's tl* Saviorl —j 

akk^r Afkr ^ (iOUi JtWL.XayJU.i 

JLMrMlMft; IklUC-lkltarkl t 

of kSair 

a a And ).e told Grand! 

j # a ^tlet down kefore the fire. "Be 

on kat'kl e UlilliHIIHilllimill^^^l 

j i ‘* a th *f CP t through they ->aid %*.y didn’t you eat with me 
“\* ou Ucht loaf and mil’/and honey all the time you were 
, f | 1 th# y comic sjiell honey in that kreackox for a 1 

•-ere he is right thereT can’t you see him?’ 1 Then he a 
pacing a pajj^et kefore thr fire^ after so lone a time. And 
Ctf* didn’t move a hand nr 'not and never rave a *roan. T 


Fa ml O' . s j 1 r "A • —*— 
and all of tU«ai. tu 
Ot»i» or Othi said:) 

ilk kiwi U*d C° n a11 ’** 

rs Grandfather(Hannah) 

In Heaven u~ 

She died kefere he 


H annah 1 s up wh ore""thr graveyard was jthen.(V«o Hannah’s place) 
did they put 0~tha in Che grave. ($We-^ And grandfather told 
tiiey harried him She said, M I noticed at 2 o’clock that ban 
the kack of the chair. I’ve heard them say, and I know it to 
looked like the width of a knife slade kwtveen It and the loft 
i^o perform those miracles. Genevieve, did yumr mother die wl 
she ramst have) wasn't she siugl*:g U I lay down my cross and ta 
I’ll change my cores for a crown" —as soon as she got through 
was gone. ETE 


!*><( ' 

A 


^ <CO-* 
f I 


k i // u f 0*l\k w lath f r hi 

(othet) * 








Wiiere ti.t ape wfes not clear, I put dots .. and question marks TT??? If somsone can 

decipher wie tape ketter later on, it could ke changed, or filled in. 

This was a tape Dave Sharp, his son, made in the snnuner of l U.vfr r Paul Sliarp also has a 


•mis was a tape wave onarp, his son, made in the sanuner of 1 
tape of lad. I may also have another one misplaced jm* now' J f-V 

^ * *■ ituC ^; , 
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Tf ^ d ^Wfcys took as toys fishing on "he first day of the season. He was a good fly fisher. 

s*«n him cathh tw« nt once several times on flies. He said he took mother wishing once 
»™ he told her not to stand over the bole as the fish would see her. Ee lathed and said 
»be caught the largest of all they caught. He took us deer hunting and sear hunting. 
un * time he had me buck up on Slat.,fork mountain aii5 the dogs were baruixg chasing a kear 
* v * r /f oa the otier side. He listed a little kit and said: "that's the sweetest music ever 
made—dogs yelping after a kear"! He perhaps killafl 50 or mere deer in his lifetime, kut 
1 4ave never ever heard hia say ae ever killed a 'bear. He shot at y at least, one , up en the 
mountain. Ike kear had cuks. He sighted and when he pulled the trigger, he kne* later, he 
W the rear slghto on her, but not the front sigpt. He thought ho'd have a fight with her. 


tfben he was about 80 we children presented him for Christmas a trophy with a plate on the 
front engraved "The Greatest Deer Hunter ia_W* Va. n and our names engraved on it. He was 
V#I Y pleased Aith it. Cater, when he was unable to climk the mountains (age akout 89) he 
in a chair up Ilatyferk creek In a klind, went te sleep, woke up and saw a leer and 
shot it. It ran across the creek and fell dead. I think Ivan came down te where he was and 
•rought it over to the road. 

One time when he was over on Gauley deer hunting at a deer lick, he hid in a tree top akeut 
50 feet from the (saltt)lick. It was getting late in the afternoon when a a “catamount" 
(wildcat?) kept smelling deer tracks at the licks and wouldn't leave. It was getting almost 
dark, so he decided to shoot the cat as no deer would come to it. Ke said he sighted and 
sighted, kut didn't have tlx front sight up in the rear sight when he shet. The cat didn't 
know where the shot was from and the only place he could go hide was that tree top, se hem 
•iiacie 3 or 4 kig Jumps luxd toward Lad in the tree top. Dad said he Jupped up and yelled 
as loud as he ft. a Id, and the opt went the other way! ha. 

Another t in* , he was hunting over there with, I kelieve m Sam Higgins. The other man 

was on a stand up the hill. Lad was "driving 11 or hunting around the hilL kelow when he 

saw a deer running ky. He rfiot it and it fell down. Dad set his gun against a fcroe and 

stepped on# leg across he deer, got a hold of hts horns sout to see where he hit it, when 

tne deer Jumped up nulculy and started to run. Dad got off ex and away from it and grakked 

his gun and shot it dead. He said later, it would have keen funny if he had held on to it* . v 
hams and rad# Ot *ir. t.Vi nr.\_ A \ - .u.- _u- onX. ffrttUck t>t~l y* w* .<»Mf m n*^l »*** 


island 


- «* **!• , ciux xu aiiiibcu wu i «iu ▼ c i jr umu u fao.u via# Cl'tXt 

got high. They he*.-.ia a "catamount" whining in the woods. They were afraid to move over where 

.t v. a »as, &ud ft aic. to stay on the island kecause the wa ter may wash them away, li Ae X 

recall, they kept .he fir# going kright to keep the cat away. (They may Lave moved over on 
higher ground and rebuilt the fire _?) 


about 2 Ai* when hi cam# off and ho was feolit^ around for it 

jiip.i' ., V.nHt '« * P< ’° a °°““ ,r B. . t.ar tad hi. aad h. 
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*-M gl«torv of th* Slutyfork Siu-rj 

S?* 1 * I 0llnJt ,, kout 15 (> ,t d..r »t on. tl«*. Vfh.n to -we * <>' 

! iVr * f hl * old.r ir.th.r, ..w * War with cwks mp In tfc . *— ^r.l patch, hat turn/ told 
f.J *av a door wltb fawn* ap th.r., so ha sn.ak.d mo th.r. p.r^»* to captaro a 

*• l»U.n gp » ln ^ has!,.*, he «fcw il. ar.d mhm too* aft.r kla -o protection of 

* k | - — • 


Hi 


l,r ®n whmn 


ran down ‘he hill and crawled Into a hollow lot noah-e comuiu't 4 *t hl«. 


»non ho w, s jrjw .1 ard whon Bad was p.rhapo 12 yours old, he hah too de«i . All 

to do to ,.t a tuck doe. -as to wait till a h* ck follow.d hit act h.lov.d dm.r. 
--a.d, J - VlBi .J. -U1#w Cl , tlm# ^ lC A-r .t Ella was coalnt froa or.r tao hill 

old placo) . 4 , kora tpin* Ihroo^h the cadow, vh.n this d **{*^1 V l( L 
^•toctlt* the*, took after ’.tea. Th.y rank to a ou.all treik aiS Sliced 

^ *Ch c+jl9 to their call 


l.aj 

I 

4 

A 

Unele 


ieve 


fawns 

ln It 


r fi **h cune to their call for rescue. 

ho .* * al1 whto U«cl» "«». oerhaps ahjve the service patch of trees, when con were deer 

tt 4, when he heard a shot. V&.n he £ot out to where he hearc the snot, tnere lay hie 
d *«r with her hell ttet she wore around ter neck. The Ban offered to pay .or her. He 

•A*c offered hi* the meat, tut he to" 1 -*“* 

y, '^ e ~*® #8toat cave kelo* the rallr 
~ ^has been known for years a 
, la there ones. Kavee went to 


wm: told them ha couldn't eat his oc t dtai . 
railroad track, mp the road, opposite tha vaterfoantat a on 

__ as the Hugh Sharp Cave, I was tOi.d that a d^-er was 

racked l a L hert once. Kayee went to entrance for shelter. Uncle Hugh Is supposed to nave 
-s naj&# WTltten Inside wont .lace, I have seen names one the walls inside tut I don 1 
r *call 8»t.r C : lB QclA#> * dt u a s a »ig cava. 


indian 


8lt ^« his QdJLe, bat it is a »ig cave. 

captain Kandy and Uncle Hugh were go od friends. I faintly rememeer a story aWmit 
^ptain Kwady comi..g up on an indian in the woods and they fought to the death?. Tne 
v sio^ ly ^.kaa and greased and Captain Hundy canid hardly held him to :hrov hia down. 

r d0t tk# outcome of the fi^bt . 

^aptair :iv#d at one time in Euckhannon* As I recall. Lad and I drove to Mrs. Lundy s house 

ia SuccLannon when I -as in college. She was old, and may Lave ietn youn^r than him when 

she married him??* 5 ?? 

7 Ra fh ona 5Lft p^/ has Ivan's coliedtien of ^1^• Amon^ them is one s. wnen 

eiIlian. Shirp/ Sr. deeded 2,020 acres ; for love ai2 $5" to hfcs son Vlllaia Sharp, Jr. ^ 
shm also has s cop., of a 1931 rocahoatas Ti-es ^ivinx wn account of .a 183^ Q - 

VI11 lam Shaip.a^e 52 petitioning the State of Virginia for an army pension for Indian 

scouting and fighting against tlm British in the revciutionaxy war. Perhaps she ceuld make 
-a so^e copies of these, cCk£ . f f 

I heard tl» story, I think Lac told, that Uncle Hegn went up lift to see a Eider girl 
the hollow akove Jim Sitson T s cn a Sunday. Some Aoys knew he was coming and tied a 
string across the path up to the Louse, near the house. Thevpulled the string and he fell 
exiarrassirAg him, and he never went with any girls after ti*t. 

Uncle Hugh used to go up to the upper meadow, up the creek from the new store, to feed 
the cows hay. When the water got up too deep to get across, he would walk on stilts. 

One day in the winter his stilt Lit an apparent submerged cake of ice and he slipped and 
fell in the deep water• ^ 

Thie remindd^e of the tiue Lad Lad Austin Galford to cut a limW of a locust tree over 

aa£ith^,"ol Q place 1 that Lung over the nold of water near the Wig earn (now gone). 

He aimea up there with a sav or ax and stood on the link and cut it off «id no fell ia 

that hole of water. They described his yell as "Ousschl 1 n when he fell ia the water on that 

winter day. 


■ > v. M mmj , 

T I 1 ! heard that Uncle Hugh didn’t lixe flovers. Perhaps they planted some tluit 
thought was ia his way. One day when they vent to church, and when they got hack t 
fodn d the flowers wilted, as if hot w*t4r had keen poured on them. 

C y . _ C_ *. V A. Jt . ... __ _ *___t _ « 1 __m a • .• 1 • Ilk _ Q_J 


he 

hey 



sugar tree orchard wa cr ip o n toe flar ani he worked it on Sundays, 
told nim he would lose Vy worui^g on Sundays. Lad said tnat for 

Log trough Spr~-.g 


a tout five Sundays ln a rev he Lad nisfortune. Spill all the Syrup, 
a lea«c and lost al i t-e sugar water, etc etc. 

Lad Said wr en :m -us a hoy, they relied on su^ar from sugar trees 
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St «rl«a Hiatary of th# Slutyfork. W.V». Sharp'■ (L.D.Sharp) 
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^ ^ -- " • UJ I*u UJ»U i.Oi k ctu uj UK JPUlirw^yii* t. I W iiiu ux«u. rjuaaawx/ »«n X .1 U w . _ M 

0 faur^axi the r« married n Y/es" ErVi'ne ay the "Brash Country", a*d inherits^ uis 

The Morgans had Laura, ^en«, Niauls Bill aad *-d£*r Morgan. Grandma was a v 
« v ^ row Grer airier County — (Koncever te 7) Maiden name, Kauaey. -Si Sharp 

% 


3herp, sold the timber on the Hugh Sharp place after Uncle Mugh gave ni» 

27 r ^ Hrm , to taic * care cf him thp rest of his life. Witn the money he bufcll the ]»r ’e 
ve . t ? n l0UBG - K enni son from Hillsboro ( Per aps a^tro^V.er 1 * of a Kenniaon girl 11 LD H 
contract 966 when she tau ^ ht school on Ellc near Aunt Ella's-^I think she taught school). 
• ur o<e r *** t0 * uiid house for $5000. Wnen it was finished the told. Bad th* t he 
(froui rfo!* 1 ) n * * t# - a< * £ ave "‘Ore—$500. Uncle Hugh moved into the new house, 

j-rs. Hh ° t: ^ 0U8e which is still standing,} which was built about 1916- 1916 .*—* 
had*hi 8 C b ael Showalter irom - inwood stayed there and cooked for Uncle Hugh. Uncle Hugh 

of one of M hl r 8 m ° Ved in9icfe lhe nev * fence of the ho*jB e. Me hid his money in the lid 
Me r* ld , ni8 * ee hives. He heard that someone found out where it was and took it. 

tfoundy Wlth a gla " window to 9ee the bees working. Ivan said ttat Captian 

it as a rvu f , rarnim - ThPV WGrG " ood friends and bought some land together, or received 
r om hollow i* r °i.u^* ^t»te ir^i iA. Uncle Iugh had several large round hives made 
house was bn n® tiU ln stora ^ e al °nf *ith tte glass windowed one. The Log 
ho us e was CiVil War * ^ WiUiajn Sharp, father of *ugh. Mis first 

kard halow the «? e n °* &t the ' prin « at <*« “ill dam. Si said the old 

told Si about it ° re W8B thfrP bef0r ® Rnd dur ine thc civi l wa r. Uncle lugh apoarently 

-Dave Sharp 

"illiMtald’bel^ liisiil' 13 f&th "’ 31 told hin -Ither grandfather Si or his father, 

■« the wolf spfi t raf ?"\° f COr " ** 0t the COraCrlb Rt n1 ^ • ■« decided to 

the 'rik on the lit „ JV C °™ " lb * ° ne nornin e **> daykreak he was s>ing ky 

• a t the jorncrik and oret^de^'t S ° rner ° f hia eye ke 3aw a «M caught 

"Villiaa") u P ... n ‘ tended not see him. The xan yelled ait "Silas" ( or was it 

“eoln. I, b.g/r.c that°it\ot *" hl * °“ t ° f thr tra 5 “>'* h «'S never do it 

teu “ hat "' iehbor “ »■ «‘i. ‘^ , “o'n"--h:\:pt“Mrrr:»i^ d oo“ l ?o h :en Ter dld 

zzx i£- jr kar -«- UP 

-»i.ed not .teat h . y again! .at ~ 

Uad end Uncle lok Cibson went to ev... c* r . —Dave Sharp 

teeter knew soar German because her Jrentn ^ ^ 19 ° 4 * Dad ' 8 ^andmother, 

waa Ger;..an for "pretty gir]". Among al’ the dt f t rom Germany Ead inew one word, whloh 
there was a German booth selling'iUms flT f°° th8 ^ Italia ^ English, etc.) 

and said his word. They i-aaedUtily started talW U f r & gT °' iP ° f £lrl8 in the booth 

embarrassed that he turned arounT and hurried a^‘^ hi,. ““* "* Wa » B0 

There is a large limestone cave between tx ^ , 

hat htas been known as the »iiug h Sharp r *J lrcad at the "aterfountain 

D ,ay have originally fo Und it> Sl £ - >* ted teen in it several times, and 

over a waterfall la i,. fsul tooi f “J *•» t.ea In It. a cri.a rBn . 

it with a flash back in the 30 * 8 . 

On Gculey Mountain, is n ttmfcfr , 

Wiliian who bought 'land in tha/area"^ Jamon Sharp 4 Knob - and Probably named after 

nDOn ‘ “ 18 the fire tower area. 
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O 4 . Mi.lory *nd Mlscrleanous itrmi. ** 

Th* Slntyfork Shi.rps, 8 tori*«. hou»« / 

Dnvid Bnannh, father of Snrah *nnnab. wife if ^ Coru Gibson lived in a 

wher. p**,. IanuRh llv , dt „nrt in rectnt yeurfi w ^ Ir<nnB h sold that fc*vid sold the 
** er hou «* after the log house vas remove *. ^ t0 , uok . Apparently Lavid died 

t0 Frank-, father. Sam Kannah befw-*J ^nah cemetary on *1*. Tradition la 
‘ ere nnd was bro*fcht hack and hurried in Hannah cemetary. 

-hat rnvld witB hurried in on unit «*ed Ufa. My f'ther said that 

; ere 1# some conftision abcu t where David U lfaf , road— across from Sam aarinah's 

f«vld lived in a twostory log house on the left o And ^ alB0 told me on e time 

1'runk Hannah) house. Said he had been in the ho . tw0 story house 

^at hi. grandf athe r lived there at Page Iannah*. n if p “ce. 

turned. So maybe theyreoui.lt down at the ^aG _ ^ ^ eve B t fa tes that David lived 

Ivaa in his t- pes (recorded e 1 b ewhere ln thlB end where Otha died and had his 

^ the Dll ley place in a log housb that burned down and vheit ' it Aunt 

Vision of hr even. (Ivan-, tape also said Anna Leha ( ta pe jot^cie 

Leha?) was the mother of Josie Lewis and Edna rost __Bave ahixp 

D- that told ub raeny times. 

Uranic Hannah told me the story about Heine ria P. down >und stayed 

11..,, „,.r S* SfipF^nn-H.. I th . t Sarah'. hou.e 

With Sarah and Si at niW. Blaine. pother of a «" extra room the 

>->•« •» BOt dark. Sawh. forgrttinf that «Uln. ‘ la.t night", da. 

nifiit before, Just told him "Blaine, /ru c n p . R „ Q0 & bed at home 

Blaine M who was not very smart" said " It - * *. i^tetdTf^ F^ank that 

and I-m ^ing there" ! ha. It -ay have been Allie Gibaon instead of ua 

retold this story to me, but I’m pretty sure it was Jiank. 

Ellis, lowd and Sam Iannah were brothers-Frank Hannah 

A sister married John leverage. Another sister was Haney Dilley. 
lowd Hannah lived nemr the present rt 215 road above Sam Iannah 
John wnntMmnuni Gibson was Sam and Joe Gibson's father 


Andy Iannah was father of John Iannah. From one of Dad's tapes. 

George L. Hannah ran the "Yelk" Post Office on Elk where Don Iannah now lives 

in the same house. Si said Aunt Ella ran it when he . emem ere * 

Hugh, Lee, Clark and Fred Iannah were brothe ra— sons of Sheldon Iannah. 


Allie Gibaon said she taugtt school at Slatyfork in 15H-191 • - ‘ . 

that burned about 1927 when the Carter's (working on the new road-buildirg ) lijed 
In it. It was located about 200 feet from the mouth of Slatyfork creek, on the 


creek Bank. 

Ada Sharp also taught school there, perhaps about 1913-1914 T 


4 Icx^^X ^ 


When the road (now 219) was built about 19?6-19?7. they (Batterahell Conduction Co.) 
used a real steam ahovelfirec by coal or wood and operated by Mr. Carter, father of 
Kathleen seen in a school pictitre. The shovel dumped dirt in wooden dump wagons 1JL — ^ 
by mules to a dumping place--* low place in the roadway, pull a lever and One dirt 1 el i 
through . Mud was very dem end they whipped the mules with big long whips, rhey 
worked them sometimes wi thout a collar nad and the shoulders weie bleeding and red 
like hamburger. Several died in the flat area just up the creek where they were tied 
a p ni^ht. After the rodu was dragged flat, loads of creek rock was hauled to tii* 
road and gangs of men with sledge h^Lm-er* craciced the flat rocks into fist site rockb. 
then smaller 9i7es on top and later they hauled limestone cur shed rock from over 
Elk Mountain etc for a toopin?* before the tar on top. 

A group* of shanties were built out of rafeh lumber between the roadway and where the 
old SlBtyfork creek road crossed the creek. 
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3l*tyfork, *• v »* 

f the civil War history he re*e*bered being handed d»wa to us. 




L. 31 u.ri: 

roth *m Pleute excuse 


(copied from blurred carbon copy hand written) 
tho curio, copy *>*•• *"t. Thanks (V> for y >m two 


•* 19 ^ 

• r ^ar 

lt l | #rt * Th ® «W11 *Ir"hl 010 ^ 00 ny^part h~sbe*n hit with something like *od*rn sorapaal. 

^ irJ 10 put together in prcper order. Jt wai a hit and run bush- 

%0T ln * ftwrrli U warfare taco .it tho Goaoral Loo « rob which c-M^ad over in your u-e&dow 

5o rj ^ ' te ^ 4 * u % eek froa. tht t tori using tho rail reno«s for fire wood, and tLty s tayed 
t tbo knob at iatevcod faiwat lineood, than at Kings Tint*. (D*ve: I believe 

r#t ^.* l# “ Oonrral Lor statu* at bingo Tlute). The Union ir*y *-*• in force. In hurried 
•bouT^ «*nmL(i were *up -ea*d to hwv** Iron ccooeoled w*# 1 l those sink holes up there 

^ ^hea i*1ac* in hopes to aoae back later tod get. Yhlob they say h dona. 

w«~ Cn * * nt1 dag cnt free under a big sand roc* at the ah*a } lace a saad 1 oiece of 

^•ok^tl UAa,ft * Dt or "**•«•» of « Pistol. A 1 ^ . rotalily hid there by tor Ehea boys. ? 

dirt * DO **tors: J**e viunont wod Valt Stllgjtf (spalling?) were .he culperts thut 

he k>/i*> -... - .. - * *■ *- J ' ,J ~-- from Just ever the 


%> 


4 . 


. fcot * dosage to the ceifjmii 1 ty (I/Uve t 1 think 3lBb«ons was 
v ^il# n h* ^ tGtt ^ ue •' 1 think Unolr Luther aboutJJ j was the cne Ja^e Simmons billed 
v w # * wa ® running up the mountain lead btcic of tly? old houa r. Uncle Hu^h shoved tie 
tb L> # dug tl *a bullet out of the shale bank. Unole Bernard may have been billed in 

Mountain battle. A group of Tanker* did c«M.p at ti* pirntiuiob. I think our **prand- 
v , rr * *q< 3 Jake Gibso n «b h* d coa*e in with others to the house for food to take 

• ev ^ d »ntly lrarlng aost of their guns &t c»«Cip. I thing ^h^re were others »l .^ng. 
ab* ^ J "f*derata group casa while thay were hoae. Grand^r«^nT(f in 2 bo x lice goose r**ot 
Ao ^ U ^ wood yard. A confederate had Just shot at sone of the others running avay 

va* reloading hie nisket ptn nt his freTbut bd not bi*ao see a* he thought, so out he 
* ®e kn oked thie man down and started # round the house but ran ihto a gang ird h?d to 
surreuder. U'aa taken prisoner to(Ualiabury) 3al»bury S. C. (or was it 11. C. ) where 
a ou 959k'died of atarratiop. After 3 uj> nths nd ?4 dayb he was >nt y of tkr rl sor.ere 




r 




v/ere 
raOe 
e t op ’led 


. - — - — - — ^ * •• \ •» w *•» was >n t ,. p f 

xo ianged. They thought he wo ild die uujrway but was given a puss •*’ ''tit !“ionn *;ed to *et 

*"*' 0n thr Ckptur• *ranl nnr Fallow rot uyizy about th» old school houn»« (v:her* LT) 
n o *chool) or o«urtury. Two fellowt wos uft.r i.i with enpr.y 'uns no T»r»r 

cTk °Vu^r; l 'L/ )IU ^ ‘ °“" * tl< ’ t0 a,e ot>,#r “V tun i.ul I will frt hii. , 'bat In the 

"on ^ Hft^hfchjoullod out u >»pj>rr boa pistol nad abet ot thr wou'd-be caitor. Ho 

0nr of tl» V-UK.M <11 ec 1 fifthUat MitUr than »« tu^nn. uum offerrt* for 
,, kut refused. .Sown HuemniUoh 'wen Ltad* in ‘:hj oa« book of tho will d 

u p »r, skit ‘*t.r and lnnd niiri rook alum was u««d. !’ary^^(Urn: Undo iu.'h's sinter?) 

}° “'w- “ n4 '“ rrU<i °" t! “ “!>•» «u> «ul>« "=ul' 

, _ lt 1 ® tn * “t.r»)(iJi >Ttt Th. Mfuw.jr .u*y buy* e»u* U.ruojU if). B.ro^rfl oud c 

L.th.rh.v. b..„ ..rrl.d « t» 3t»rp C r.,.y»r<l. (no ,r.,v. - 

.™. u YHr. ’*“! “J 101 ?*■. V°r ;iTl '“ “■> «« d..n th. valltyn tho.<d 3 y, 

n S1 ' Ulil * ‘ H .-t (-tv.a net.r tin .hod on tt.» .Udell, .lo.it..In. t ncl. 

Jnrfesm’ r r “r ■•-'>" “* 3 lht7f.rh. hi. cblUr..: ..U, rt lived 

with Unol^Tugh, then anv®d to California. ..aii - 
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»•« 
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jjabel. >tiybr othrr*, ‘but 1 ur, "hud" 
Aaofl j)ll]./, Coor»n t'onnali,?ha«i Mbac'i 

u - . ... 1 j_ a _ ■ . ' V 


SO 


Q about luy 1 

h**ci u no it of dai.aCtca I 


LOf 


\ ^ ? w Sjd u ho 4 

)J, Joa L} ar-tyjuid C r 
<o fruiVST O^rtieo, U 


ra w 

''V« 


te rs^.Bir. 

ht west. 


1)0 Vl. 


uod P f» phers, : ro iTfbii 
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•> 


:r 1* 


§..r oiiy^ <ey ». »■ 

iho"da<l 3 (dlJth«u‘°"'^ 1 v 1 "]“ V J ! d'o Yr*'' brother ko .t 10 

Mtid one or two there lyi ( l g**,. < n • ,. , ,, <4 a ^ rrr 

th* otll'nj whnr- It liu,* a bout <n ' nv fr « m ^ t, ''' 0<iknrQb1 " f u - ^la* t 

tlu^—<*boat tho tluo tnny l,*rrlsi Mr-"7 aJi.,- 1 °*i v 1 ' n *~ tt,,tl1 * ft,,r h,? d i*<) “ second 

farw home) —tin l.an«|r«|*l,f foil ,] 0 J *' ^ ' 

of Dlpthorla. !U told hlu dad, wlio -Ck. of 

oolt la'A bou ^ht for t’Uh-- " 




hud £<jq«, u.» klk to 


ii akalx rock 1 chair. H* dlod 
•il« what ho'd bo ght.—One thin* 



rfNVHS 





I at * 
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h efi[v Mtwntuli Ch*r«h. Alii#' 

l i i* “ nc - r# t*r*in£ to talk t# th# faall, 
9 ^ C I # ***• tkat V## Hana&k's da**tat #r E 

t u* r # * U# f “Hy. Allio said: Otka t#< 

M n l finw 1.1 
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a* 

f 


rTi ?7 #f Mr# - F#r#8t (A111 •) QUmi i#J^80 */ Dart Skara an tap# r#«#rd#r.^/' (/^ 

Par ^ *** Skarpte iiistar aarriad David Gikeau and lived whara t ke N| Gikeaue arihard is. ^ 
ta# n ^f ri 3 ** r P» (cf 11 ad near P#k Oiksan alaca wae kwrriad in tka Moffatt aanatarjr an 
0 #or * tll# *»tt (kill) In front af the Ji* Glkean kaasa , daring Civil War. 
na ^ x # J »tker Hannah, a a i a istoT -;— s a n af t a v id , (tkat’a whara Lather 3 hi, re *ot kin 
^”ind“ rrl * d {•'•Clara and ska dlad dawn here In the eharcn and aha was harried 

n ' < he Droea Meantaln Chnrah. Allla’s sterya ahant Otha harinc dlad and e» lnj ta 

““ J * ily was tha saaa as dawn Dad’s side af the family. 

Eralana tald as tka saaa star? sane dawn Melinda's 

_ __ _ ad Id tin family that Jaa kad cans ta heaven and 

h eav# ail ^ *he fast af yew that want ta can ta tea. Otha said if ye* want ta see where 
k ° 8 take yen antsiria and shew yen and ka whawed than tka heavens wera lit 

•na ^ ary (*i"ter af Sarah) was a hahy, wka later aarriad Saa Gihsen aal kad 

V Vaar **• 3 t, ll® wha aarriad a Fisher. 

r *adr' T t ftI " 8 lat * r w * ,a Mary's child, Stella, was perhaps a teenager, Mary in yettiny ,JCd { 

kadraea*t C * ^* W “ U 9 lat F f * rk ta saa Sarah, her sister(Krs. Silas Sharp). want inta a 
then c. * * et s,Blt wra,e *• w, * r an<1 »»w twe in tka ra in a Tinian. Ska didn't cnaw 

knrdana * U * 8 “ id •• frightened—we're Otha and Jaa—we're eaae ta help hear year 

Stel} a ’ V# “' t * ,la; * til1 y* m 'H C» (die)? Mary was aant Mary. M.,ry taak 

nnala i!" ••“ini her on tk • karse and went ta erandna's and ska sited all tka way fraa 
t # ^ * L ’ ik "*s's kaae dawn ta Slatyfark eraak and dried kar tears na hafara she want 
That's 1 1 * V ’ “ nd 3t * lla * 8aid: MaBI! y cried all tka way dawn till we £ at ta tha araac. 
aoi Ukii v Marr ** k ' d * rfind ® a (Sarah) if she'd take aara af Stella and raise har 
Stell.Tk .4 rr J lad * sk,rt f,w " onth9 a ^«r that. (Dare: I've heard Sad tall ahont 
■ eant S*.nf ralB *? tk ' r# Wlth ki “* 1 alva * 8 thaacht Dad raised her. h*t I „ M .s< Dad 
aheat I 90 s! ^ r * l8 * d hlB th.r and «etk«-.) Grande Sarah lir.d till 

f^r*! Wlllla * Always lined arer an tka Unele H* e k Place. 

(Dare- I VB 3 lEt'f*rk caintry. They always had a aill there at Slatyfark 

saa ... / .V d Dad tkU tl,r * W#S M * ld * r 8 * all8r daa thera. W. «a«*d * 

the aid da. ™0* “ half 9 * fc “' r « 8<1 . a ^*t 30 f.at akan. th. lat.r da. l. C s-wh.r. 

- r ; k - rt ^ Slhtyfark. W. .till .w. tha 

ff*” ,aa r “ d kill#d ■• 8t th8 tr... in th. can ntry 
La wall Giksen oakul* ” W ‘ 1 r * ae ^ ar 2 #r 3 tr# *" a * r **' • raa ^ 

sida^i^ r£T m Cii 5 j vJH^caJ.r^hi'ci.fll "'I 311 “ 3kar? * ■* dldB,t Joia althar 

W.«ar UtWr. !6 . W r rtt h .'T “ “1 klU * d 

•ither .id. and they sent hi. ^ 4 h k * U8 ** 5 ‘-"**l*» , t light am 

vhila there. Ta s^d they ci' 1 f filah,l8nd Awd ■•»rly .tarred ta death 

•r.r a .at Cham th.y ^l ' f T” ** * t# tk# "‘ Tk ^’ d tkr8W a 

a cat did .at rats ta kea, fr.. ^i^ ‘‘ih^ ^I Bal<i M# “ T#r " lld * at 

tnia na knew hi.— a,t a T .n his wife t. ti Sam! \ *!** k *“* k * Wa * " M#r ui 

married ffraniUa, Sarah, she later said Wk ! k * " M After he 

t)B y were elas.cates te gather hafara tka L kia wk-11 k# eaM * hack. 1 (me.. 

with crfcnd.a and was « rritd aad !ad ^ T" * * Uk# tkat ' H * f#11 11 

I're heard tha. tall ahamt Silas sle.-i.^ ’ 


iin#ral rifibt* 
LD f a lint %u 
aad I di n 1 1 

frta th • troctit 


M. 


6* 

I 


M m. - k . AJ - 11o . ■•ther Ella and A* n t Malika, 

{•t l.u ha aildn't .1... lo , I'*!, 11 ,' ‘* r< ,r, “ i 111 f««i ud «t«i .. 

I «. t.ll . at.rjr .f l.t, r .. J, d * rJ ,r*, U f ,r * .. t* fl„r. 

v.»t u ,i...., «« G „ .„ d „ ri l * r k, , f* r “ d <>■• tl 


Ay < 
( 


1 


• lmdav and fcmnori k 4 . .. „ w —- v**f. ^■• tint 

Snndaya (Sarah's •nra* w.mident !r.„ . k ^'s' CrMd -«ther wanlda't help hi. a B 
the sue thinr #r si.ili Br h, i, st hta . " 3m “ d V"^*T« Hannah). The asxt Smaday 

than** it was mn.l. F , ek \7'*' ^ a r — **r. Dar.T (1 said: I 7 

tryist U da it o. S.nday, k .t amrastl. il 1,11™ S ' nimy ha ' d tvarythia^ 

vo ad an trem t h Sammy a leak **} i. 8t all th U> * ** Dad U 1# « on * time tha 

Alii. ..ft and the 3rd ti.e h . « ' t Li^ i!^ rr 1 "; “ d “ #tkar ll « da “'HI'* it.) 
"Sally") prayer, wen't he answered * «, h *“ U ~ 5ally ' a < ka Sarah hy 

“u». :,r — 1 •* “«- ..u -" 

VaB SUm i“«te««i ef -my.. v 4 


he said: 

— - -- °nswerkd. 
and en hie way he., stnhh.d his t.e 

*” r ,T!r 11 ■ *111. 4.,Jj 


'I'll 
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j - t wo di f f ere nt 

*y Dave Star, in two » . <j) 

tnd n« came 


^j ——— 

Bt * r ^ ,w *3f Mrs. F.r.st (Alii*) Oib".n in 

ii i i . » m m m fa BCklOOl tOftChOT 

' 1 lcn«w n.u.tblnr Sarah (1Id . LD WMB "* r ‘‘* T r dlr« with ..tb.r. B * r na»« w%« 

Un ■^“•r-Un.) . t. S.r a traoh.r wh. road « r .. H.-d 

K.111 9 . b fr>11 fh] ahara a* was t.acbl* "cha.l across to. 

11 • •OYfaral f laa. a. - 


in his 
••elcst 

a 4 OkO •] 


lib.r. a* was t..cbl* sch.. “ er slrab) «t s.a. br.ad 

** T, ral tla.s .a Sanday Uses h.r. K w ,*t tba hr.ad fr.m ills 

socket , when he ft . tf his bars. <* "* 1b tb.i r m.mth.. and that was a 

“sd the ablakeas w.r. nmnioi ar.aad didr't cs s.s bar anymore.) 

UHL lasll.d that LD was .-barra.a.d J-iito * ^ 

*e-c~, 9 “"' K#lll ’* B8 fr ' B HlU.^ r * ‘tot hallt B* Wrrl#d at th. H.ff.tf. 

v was killed here .n Elk, near Hah.rt Gihs.n s ^ and m» sa a 

cea.tary, .„ u . hll ’ * fr . nt .f Jim Gib...'. M{ “.a.., ' 41 ) 

-i«h t*.w jut, (j lB QiCon was father .f E.rest, inters **■ ^ (wblah eranddadt) 

T“*r. is ,. .arker. m , 8t thet C raT.yard. Hat .t.. of ^eranddad_^wb 

1 d *«'t know wh.r. v.a.ff Lather was bmrri.d. Otha was nr.hahly hwrl.a • _ 

IfiaanU_* .. _ i 


'1 } 


j+a 

/*~4> 


and 

Is 

The 

It T_ 


Wlf 


know wh.r. y.m.f Lather was bmrri.d. w'larry Hannah. J.. Hannah 

• oaetary wh.r. Maryia Hannah lir.d and now owned V B • , # . et ary I saw 

• Elisabeth, father sf J.h. Hannah was farrl.d in the Hannah ...etary. 


SS: crossed thr.ayh aWr. h.r. (..natal.) and ea.o d.wn Barl . v 

Hannah was a daaffhter .f a .i.na.r end aarri.d to J.o Bari. 

&nd lirod at the Barlow olact (an Elk Mt.). She was a sister of David. 

Undo George Hannah was 


jO(uc<f , 


^roaohor and oroachod at Bmek, W 
grandma Hannah, hit mother, and 




•lac. («n Elk Ht.; . »ne was a __ 

th. son of DfcTid Hannah and di.d In Hint*. aW h. was a 

Va. and di.d th.r. and bmrri.d th.r*. H. was k..pinc 

>• -aswi nannan, m. a.tner, ana sh. di.d down th.r. and Is hnrri.d axfc at - 

M.st .f th. Hannahs wsr. hnrri.d at the Hannah c.etary .. El*. 

Melinda Hannah aarri.d J.h. Ross la W.hat.r Ca. Th.lr dau«ht.r St.lla di.d laat y.ar 
at ah ant 96 . $&>Vfr 

B.wd Hannah was Saa Hannah's brother. . (UjO 1 

Otha's father. Danid w.it ta a sale (Martha Bntrard'sT --r.c.rdine #.ak ) 

fftt a horso hat hroa^ht a 


to ffet a hors, hat hroneht a «.v hone lnst.ad, I think. Othat t * ld tk,B 1 . 

fath.r same h.ae, that "e'd h.nfht a cow. Otha throw a haadker.hl.f ta th. .elli^aad 
it fall across a chair at tfa ti.e Otha's h.dy was law.rad iat. 1» Cray.. ... said h. 
c.ui4 o*t the hah.y (Mary) in the fire and it woaldn't hart h.r, hat th.y wouldn t let him. 

•t '30 Grand father Siles would take ns an his --- “ w “" T * m * th e. hda and a 

% « —. _ _ _ 


whan I Tisit.d them. Ada and a 

"Hebhie horse ani two little cirls 

am. ^ _ h 


j uriina iauier ones vouiQ race ms on nm u 

hitnch of ms and Violet was snaller. And ho’4 sin^ 
ridir^ a saddle” "'ohhiodefic, hohtiedie^ig, two little ffirls riding; h sadrle 
William Shrtro*s sister was Marv Gihson—David Gibson*s wife. 

_i a ■ _ * . ■ 1 v « • a J _ 


William Skriro* s sister was Marv Gihson—Dsvid Gihson* s wife. 

David Hannah mmst kavo boon hmriied over hero in tko Hannah‘Cernetary. Amnt roster 
Sicafooso Hannah, David 1 s wife) is hmrriod at Buck, W. Va . 

Rov Geor^o Hannah was tho minister. Son of David. “ ^ T 


Ho was not Golorjo L. Hannah. 


Rov Geor^o Hannah was tho minister. Son of David. ho was not uo 

Rev. Goo. Hannah took caroof his mother, Mrs. David Hannah, at Imok. 

He and his mother wore harried there. 

i^rgg. mmm ' wo &• vo 

amd 

ho 

roubles 

only a baby when they 

died and she didn’t know them. 3he (Mary) cried allthe way dewm to Grandma* s. Stella 
hold her grandma that her mother had cried all the way dewm. 2DQIXI Stella told her 
grandma ahemt tho vision. That was when Mary asked Sarah to take care of Stella aod 
raise her and she did^ (Mary died soon after that). We all thooght a lot of Stella. 
StelLa was really mom s stepsister, yom aigfrt say. She wan , t adopted, the<gh # 

Stella married a Fischer and died in Elkins, and had a son named Roccoy. 

Uncle George Hannah’s wife died in tho chmrch. Ho married MeClare frem Dreep- 

she was hmrrie dthe re. Aunt Mag Hannah and Edith Caiahaa—all bmrtied in Dreee Mt. 
Cemetary—tombstones. 

George L. Hannah was John Hannah’s hoy. 

T\o M n H .T*h n um y>m a P _ t 


w*o in toe lnuu^s.; 

J#hn ' 8 M*r.ntB, J.* and Elikah*th( PmraBld*) w.r* **rrl«d 
Jo v ". "* "BnnBh’h ’■other wbb m ^urnBld*. 


•it that had th. ^«st offitB 
th. same house) . Th.r. was 
led It Tele hy adding a "Y" ta 
(1 hell.y. ahi said the f it 


it. 


in tha 


CUADD A 


Int* 


^U. 


U »<r.. F .r.. t (All!.) Oihea- 1- 19B0 *y Day. Sharp . tw. dlff.r.nt t i.... 

f*" * r * k *H.r had • deahle ra.lt, and .ratably tarried In 0» Hannah caneUry. 
*-'***#• ^ 1 od a stoat *f Oth* *r J** In th* ct» tiiry), 

in tk» \\* 9 B *nn*h was hsrrlsd *T#r tfaors in th* Homriah c*«*tary tb*n th*t won Id b* 

1*00'*-.r Alii*: Yes, th*j w*r* bwrrisd *T*r th*re (war the *r*a*nt 

/'nd tbpr * hd Inter an upmle tree in the orchard craw t* 2lIE # ths aid cewetary was 
*r rlad , ^ • ■aanaent ar stana ma and put it in tha o*a*tary aad laft tha grata 

#r# * Thara was nothin thaj could da about it. Tha stana is a littla iqu*rs 

• ha H*sa 

* !T rrl - Amnt Hannah. Xh Robert Rosa was a san af Jahn Rasa. 

* • St alia Rasa d 1 ad last year at ahaut 94. U i *4-'Vr*£siiLuJ 

I 1 ?. w. 

**• ^«d « ^ nrd thht a lat af *eaale st*p*ed la atfc tha house af Jia Olhsan and 

»r c *rn '!! %f ••••!«. Allia: n Th*y always cashed a l/2 hushal —Potataas , haans 
‘ don't u. # *** i® ®till hack thera now. We aade hraad —2 sans af bread. 


at 


n»t fc tl * * ot 1® ®tiH back thera now. Wa aade bread — 2 aans af bread. 

**aw (Ji») arorided it all. He'd been a ■illienaire if he hadn't 
W^kste* * al fi*aa hi*, fk bought a lat af tiaeber land dawn in Webster County 
thaw »< r * rin *®—that— and didn't get reserved ana lata of minerals—oaal, 


1# »r W*b 

*nd the w - 4 " J 1 '* *«*■—ail taa 
y ,lMd *U that land. 


a d.»wi t h ?* land fr#B wher» Unde Pet Gibeen lived.: Did the Sharp’s have anything 

’he l«id o Si Allit: That w * 9 G i k »«n Land *11 the tiae.. 

>f Slatyferk latrf ? rk ( Cr#ak ) r»iini« a. te the to. ef tie Mountain (rear Larrel Run 
•ae. l n ‘ * r * 9k ' • V ■•ther, Ella, owned ever 200 acres and aunt Kelinl a'e land 

'* *• eut .!?* "?"' 8 and an#tk#r alaa * * f »r»»terty where it was flat down at the crehk 

^▼e: There . W tr * ,> th * r * *“* r#ar (acra9t fT9m L»well Oihsen's aew cahin). 
tha ffevernaent ** ?! ***“ Maple trees there a few yewe age,—sayhe still thera. ) 

Uda «nd I want " th# lMd Wt r * 9arT « d tha nineral tights. 

ma thera anct and fished at the hala af water near tha apple trees. 

• re nee, we at ^aat et °* ^ t* 1 "* h * r S *“ ln tke eard#tt * " l3tar - 

:.r.e J. w.1 r«. a LI iWtk tk " " tn - Ska harn.ee an 

'♦‘ma asked her where h. 0 ? k * w#rked with h *rs«» and mkiddad lege. Once a 

*■«: " rt ght e^r tiar.-^. (1M) tkink ^ » ka was a La a*i eh. 


/ 4 ffO 

a A '■gjLX. 1 Cl-CX)L j 

Y-tu*y i Jiv 'h+.n.-ij L z C'ty L'^e-^^x- 



U atorie. by Allio tbson taped by Da*//W% 1 P«ft 1/^ 

,4 ^uur , Uloy ,,ul thi * fcolophon# lino through bore In IO 98 -IQ 99 . Toll mo 
11 j tJ 1 L ® Alli«: IV* kldM Imitated tho lino by putting older bush poles 
livotj 0 M nd Lrung strings on it. Davos had said David Al annah 

nxad ‘ u * t ' abovn ii.im Hannah's pLaoo — basis tho present road when Ofcha 
iJo a I*? 1 * MtkW viaioiu iJo said it was a log house, two stories. 

1 cl 11 • / ba ' d bot»n in that house when he was a hoy and hie said it burned. 

Pa n t * ),,v '*d Uaunah live Liu ro buforo ho moved down to the log house at 
• A *niuih Qnilb 1 *'n*. Allio: i nev r hoard oJ* hi/n living up there near Sam 
Allio: B# ^ l|Vo Hbo Lived lri .-the old hhuae bher< near Gam .iannaha? 
Uhoso Aunt LAah ilannah stayed there—Bowd Hannah—bee, I wonder wh at 
‘ A 0 ll ow 7 °' )io,a f * IJ/ie VV/, J * iho Hbuon iioiao was on old log house up the 
ohunuiov at imu hannuli —Dave) have: I stopped there and the old 

au« (Jir i j rocica aro still there between the old and new road. Allie: 

*Unnuh f'■{" J» A c. ilrowns lived there. I'll toll a little story. Grandma 
boy and h L<IP W; '° Llluro Lo vlaifc and she said Jlmor jador was a little 
daddy 11 ° VJ ® lt; ® d ^hore and there was a Itlder lived there then— KLmer'a 
at him v ‘ " Ua , 1x0 i:ot fc ‘ L i,,lr ln something (eating) and she was id mud 
irandma ini 7 yln ! 1 i oodly r.otta hair, what ojn 1 going to do with It"? 1 
that hull klda f y° u lcnow * w *™t that boy should have done was take 

Uvod thL- H Un auld noth4),b '< ttboufc it" rt must hivo boon a Rider that 

b oy and th? > , Ua ,° ;1 " 1,,r wua thoro. (Dad told ua tha a tory about tho 

**ve: ri?* h ? lr ' but 1 ,ViVlp ^••Mmbepod who it vraa —Dave), 

that l Q J- b , or ?° 0-1 h P tia ho *‘» u do said: "David Hannah lived ln 

Tlmt. i ttI°T baloi ’ e l 1 ' bu ™® d *” Allie: that isn't *he aume house! 
there (Arohio?. 0 ^ W ^* re Jf chl ® (P a 8 ® Hannah's) Jackson lived 

mother fSi-? 2 °!,.' Davld iived there—in my 1 : 1 .,o. - ]y 

Humj^h w as hi! 7^ iHioro with uncle Henry and aunt Mag when Ernest 
.old Uio muoo to “ ” onld Oavla 


. ~ , - ' " ’ w ^ uuuuu 11 OU1Q 1), 

wh ®n David died 


ho i rt TTT.TTTT" -ij-j-xo. wnen David died 

hud one boy and uJVuid i Im f t 'i fc ° Ooor ,r ’ e and Henry, Henry fcnly^^l 

"« turkey ^ ? ‘£ ot ln ,noam »° 83 and ho kept moving like 

aold the y place to h £n n & i ^ °u . a e * .^ iaGO * Tho « they must have 

^th,,r. Hester. Uncle leor^) Sas^a .^iat^ T 6 t0 lo ° k fch ®* p 

uonry w ua u morcliant and ho in t ImJ J?i nlat f r and raov ® d Q lot and Uncle 

*>-•'«*•« r - xl#o 

undo Luthn r ».» u^i.. ■ wU |'‘ .(?“??■ I,ua ‘; h '’ r “ ua boarding at Mother’s and 
protty ragul urly , “ Z,i‘tn K “ nnlo fbn)?). H a’d been coming up 

atoUu do » n Ulo J. put Lol hatultS In So grandmother or P 

of!' tho horse at the baiT She hi%J- bl " So when he got Man 

and the chloiteria Juat scrambled for lt°" 'h bt30ult out of hla pooaot 
bacn Lena Kunnlaon. ijoa, had a plctuiS’of hSS'’'' 8 ? 3 h1 '"- Tt may h * v « 

yearo old ahen Luther and Luuro a.Sr^Sd^ ; 1 onl y "bout 2 

the cuteat child aha ev.. r Saw ihf') ' L ?.‘ r “ “ nW ,ho thought I was 

always llks mother and daughter T h* llkotlln 8 to me and wo were 
ao much of h.r. ,ly fathw Boh’afhSl 1 ?’' 0 •”? I ol.ay. thought 

to the train to bring Unoli Luth.'r SSoirl«S'”r "° nt tC l,utt °n»vllle 
brothore or hor father was drownad I ! “ t0 ; One of Sutln Itder’a 

was a Brown. 0 av„ : Imd t 1 J <,<Vg«rt). “TTKlrrKo - * 

a Brown. I sender where tie SJorn?; c Sl ?v° fatb01 - 1 ?"-"*■ H. ... 

.Martha Hannah . That uuat h n, ! om Hnd the Jaokaona? 

I’oreot a grandfather was . .(J w hn?) fn- the John Hannah's famuly. 

•VI loro the Hugh 3i annah house is—was L ^ ld f nd John b **othersv) ... 

Forres t' u grandfat. or oxoeut wh.n hi ’ l ? i: houa ®- I nov. r remembered 
wondered why that * 1 

Aunt K * bdy Hanibriojt with one Z , ° rnn8, 1 ”■ “ ° hlld - 

«• ‘iaiubrloka Uttl. one. — b « >y 0 



36°ri« a by Allio Oibaon b'-l-'** t^woraan ft^tha lianSdT?)^ 

"Quid °* d a<,ld when ,w ’ tia nray«r was ov«r to aavo oandles. 

Quid put ouc thu candle ■** till Cbe pray« r *“ ____ 3 he was a 

«^difra 1 "" a tU * 1UUt b *S y if5 S Hu^ °3he waa a daughter of Dr. Sharp 
up In doot ? p \ married to John Hannah. hey Jdtv 

llv °d »hiia 8a ij-h°"innii above 7eo .iannaha. That * a th< 4rmah*a 

that Luth. r vilted a id she put out the candies during prayer. 

Dav id and John Hannah waa choir son. John waa going to a dance 
J nd he 3ald tho devll wag in the shape of a dog and he ran *r°und ' 

f°HCe. kVhon he went to go over tho a fence, that 08 be r 6ht 

there. He 8aid lt WQ8n 't nothing but the devll. So he Just wont bade 

0,06 * ■ torloa by Dorothy ( Hannah ) I''lt?.water: ftej h, 19^1 

Hlain -harp lived down here at the old place (a house Juat 100 yards below 
n^r nv«Aa Ata i. l _ \ 2 . _ ; — ~ ui ni h vmir Hod ana Mot her • 110 iivoo 


h for present house) and oing over to visit your Dad and Mother. He llvec 
h^re mth henry Bh rp He visited Luther's and lt was time feo go taM 
to bed, and rs. "Aunt Nachael" —'ad (Dav.a) called her aunt Rffch. -he 
aaid "Blaln, y JU can alee where you did last night" (thinking he'd slept 
there last night). Blain said "It's a Ion: ways to go but I can do her, 
find he got up aid come back over here. They said it waa so cold. (Dad's 
8 tory about this elsewhere in stories) Dave: Dad said that someone 
wa a stealing some little things from his store and decided to talk to 
Blaln about it. lie said "you shouldn't be taking things" Blaln 
Spiled: "Tee dee, it's a good way to get things without paying for 
them. Dad aaid he couldn't Keep from laughing, the way he said it. ha. 
(<>ith Blaln laughing. Dad couldn't be serious with him as he planned.) 
Dorothy: John Blanker and Molly Clunker's mother waa a Hannah. I think 

It is in theold history book. There were several David Hannahs. Dad 
(Davis) and L. D. Went to school together (log school) and Dad wont to 
His score around thsr, There was a circus there once. LD had seme 


uis score around ther*.( There was a circus there once, 
kind of a tent and told dad to take careof it and he wee 


1___ A- 


A 


to his girls (teenagers?) 

Dorothy: John Hannah waa the Hannah that had slaves. He lived, I guess 

down here. Grandpa ^maii—Shell Hannahs father (?) They were hurried 
Just below the uannah comet* ry, They moved it because of water. 
moved them back up on the hill. Whites and Slaves both. Gra idpa 
Hannah waa hurried down there. He was the one that jumped the ditch 
as reported in the history book. 

Jonn's boys were Andy md Bill. Uncle .Andy Hannah married a "White" 
girl and so did uncle Bill Hannah— married a "White", and they used to 
say th^t tw o of "black John's" boys (he owned slaves and they called 
him black" John), married white girls , ha. 

(Dave:$ Mrs. Harvin Hannah told me this store a couple years a o (1980) 
Dorothy: There was another John Hannah chat didn't have slaves. 

Bill Hannah's wife was Sarah. Andy's wife wad Udora. 







nc rl !?? y Inor ning, far X $11 (I think) a mon 
? lah waahing and che like, I ^ 

Aa far as I remember, I paid *'U 
^oh # l*m sure they all had an education 
«mber ‘dandy Irvine tripping and running 
Sharpi a . j don't recall my great gram 
lei Dilley). Uncle Hugh was there. 

*now ia David Hannah and Hester raised t 
h's house were Janes Jackson raised 

mother stayed there when Uncle Henry 
*nd took care of Earnest iiannah--I think 

there was an old house where Frank Hannah 


I think Grandma nah (Hester) told me Elmer & Pennick Rider, parent** 
lived there. (Elmer* a parent*.? It** J*** a vacant houa. 

° ax6# (It'a gone now? . • 

That was Silas Sharp that slept in a rocking chair. He didn't lay down 
for six weeks. The ni ht he died he asked Grandmas "Sarah"—his wife: 
fc o fix him a pallet by the fire. She helped him db wn, Then he said 
h®lp me up" lie died peacefully then—Just went to sleep. 

I didn't know of any of the Sharp's owning slaves. 

Elli. Hannah died in 1915 by an acoidertfc. 

Jo. Gibson', ohlldr.n stayed at Bob Gibson'*—and went to school. 

Haney Rider? Anthony Creek.... 

Silas Sharp: I stayed with them what time he was alok and had a 
fly bush to keep flies off of him —6 weeks he dever got out of his 
ohair. He had abenoh or something like a table on a high chair to put 
his arms on aid his head down to rest. Stella Gibson was there. She 
could help grandma take care of him at night. 

Students I taught: Jesse, Fred, Frank, Dock Hannahs, Ivan Sharp, Willie 
iioover, Willie Harmon Gibson, Clyde Galford (Just visited)—under 6, 
Cuiayde Ogukkuos Richard Gibson, Henry Gibson, Bernard Galford, Paul 
Hai nah, Violet Sharp, Roxie Gabford, Viola Jackson, Eula Galford, Beula 
Galford, Bessie Hoover, Velma Hoover, ;Aaude Phillips, Bessie Higgins 
Creola Sharp, Emily Hoover, Ruth Gibson, Ptanma Hannah(Glbson), Knaky 
Lucy Hannah (Jackson) Bessie Higgins, (daughter of Sam Hisg ins) 



I rememoer mother (Ella) telling about the log school house at the 
cemetery. Teachers: Gum Mathews and i.lr. Byua.—f-He had been left on a 
river bank to die and some folks found him end naned him "Byua" meaning 
finding him by us . Mother said he was a good person and teaoher. He 
prepared to preach and just preached one sermon and he died, I never asked 
where he was burried. 

Uncle Ellis was driving to toWn in a wagon & Veo was with him. His 
horses got scared and he was thrown out and was taken to the .'larllnton 
hospital, where he died —j^st lived through the night, Russell was at 
Richmond at school He came on home. I was at Richmond at the time to 
see uncle Harmon Sharp, his daughter was Lena Liesty—was at the hospital 
with her father. Harmon said "you are Bob and Ella's daughter" —he knew me. 
But I ui had left on an early train for Washington and didn't know about 
U cle Ellis dying till later. 



SHARP 













at 


JM.o.l -- »y Fr.n« n-nn.h. .nd o t b.r. (AU1. Olb.on) yt X 

or Sun, «„d Joe Qlbson was John, lie w„s hurried a £ MofXett 

SZTtrry- H- .1 £o» Confederates with “ ^ht^^aS S££i*d at 

aib.or,.. rir,t wire, .'lary (D»»vid Hannah's daughter) w«* ourrieo a 

- «»• »lann.h I«2l2y" StapHh Hannah's. Hi- second wlf. - as Eton. 3ho- 

r* ■later of Dick Hhowalter. . . . 

ii » W - T * Morgan mentioned In the Iiwes<19ll|) "«■ not Laura's 

( * • °I«rk at the oommlsary that was located across the road from 

. >'°llow house" where he lived* (near the water fountain) 

Hi k vi ^ JDttu U>na lived about Woodrow—across the mountain from -arvln nannai# 

/ . ** *"lked across from Marvin Hannah's to kill him and he was i-'.one, 

'/**• i»lwmone killed Hull's little brother age l6 during the oivil war). 

A , axi f7 s b/irp ( no relation of Hugh's) lived near the Davis Hann* house. 

t n° u «ht the had a brotln r Joe und Blaln. Henry moved to Stamping Creek. 

u ‘ e brother Joe got married. Joe's daughter married ^aoy Bryant. 

daughter, Mamie, wont to school one day. 

o‘ tOK Alford lived ut the Hibson Knob after living at the head of Slatyfark 

K ***' and he ran Hugh Sharp's mill at Slatyfork. 

was the one that pretended to be the ’’Hatfield" rang and 

t a note Aa-tke-eld-leg-eeheei-kewee- for LD to leave ?iTOO In a box at 

* old sohool house(log). He was a former teacher. 

. J ft °kaon and H 0 y e Ayers lived with Uncle Hugh. Bill Ayers did too and 

at) a fifiht with -^ansen Lindsey (of Linwood) and out (^anson's?) ear 

n off and be went to Virginia. Jim Jaokaon and Dan Jaokaon also lived 
with Uncle Hugh. 

oonf«*V spouse was in the big field below Slatyfork t own. People who had 
Th« ri' ° Ur dlpthorla etc. were kept there until well. 

\° 1 !: r , ot tlma !?ranA * heard a voice on a phone, Violet wae talking to some 
nn th i ii ou|l# when she said "do you want to hear Sam Varner* a wife 

\Tt'i Ph(wa 7 * 

I enn 1 ? arrl#d p fc5e Qny~Frank Hannah's grandmother. 

bohsa~that”burnwd^ e1 ^ W6nt l ° fl ° h001 afc sl * fc y roI, M with Frank—the sohool 

Ju ^ y ta pght Violet, Lena and Frank. He was mad at the wav the 

and° ^ade L n X<,d eB h rH lr , h r lr , Wlth " rat8 " < soe P ictu ™ ° f ^ "ok) 

him to o dld * atld h ® Waa « oln 6 to "hip Judy. LD dared 

place. d ° Ui \ e * H * i lved ln fcho Curtlfl House at the old 

his job. * D * A d u «nnah were trustees and they fired him iiu from 

~ Aliie Gibsont Bernard 3hurp(whloh one?) lived at Davis Hannah Plaoe 

Th ., r m _(carried childreni Joe and Mamie) Killed JLn the war. 

ou mov ^d to ilillsboro —Stamping oreek. ‘BTI widow married 
henry sharp and Uved at Davis Hannah place. 

.lenry killed atl Robt Oibson place. (Henry bharp) 

of iin i^ SE* Wer ? ?f° married David Gibson, father 

of i^lUani .whowas father of Bob Gibson. - ~ * 

David's sons were kn. James. "Old uncle Jim" was ("Big Jim") 

^Mrs:.,.. .. 

WK-i. sms. - 

Tom Beale lived at the "yellow House" hJ. , 

Jim Giba'Sn ("Little Jlm«f fatheF^Jowa^ ^ ° harlea » eto * 

of V Heater[ lal —they iold^he^pUca^ i i merohant > and Qeorge— to take oa 

Gibson's wife, "Wy, da ghter of ilaI J5 lah • rt had belonged to Uun 

r.vid dl.d-tha'log hoSaaA^h?I mA Jack#on U»* d then* after 

xo b Bouse at Archie Gibson's (now gona) —picture in book. 




one 




H - timf 1, 19 01 

££S2k iljnnah infcarviowed by l» v fc oaWin illf . — th ® re WSS /} 

I, ?? T " (I «3i£«d him a°ino or*i< to the old a tore the one 

K aJ ‘ r from tha mouth of Slaty B toro (perhaps lumber for 

.***•"*• ...on up th „ hollow next to the ■ ^ when the out ttaaJ^Tthe 

fc . l£ w *yt) I wua pretty small, -ay 1 mill up Slatyfork be 

~ If? 6 ,low hou> ° SI Uvealn. There »*? 1 the half-way one) I 

old school house and the old store (that wa We , d go up there 

Z-Ofr them cutting those big healooM tree^ ^ ^ mlll near the school 
o.uetl .06 during noon hour, 1 think sawed). Dave: There 

latap on (1930'a)(Dad sold hinihoi- storo place when "ad waa 

a l»o a saw mill up the creek above the.“tore P creek Qn 

* b °y * (On Sundays he and others would P u ® h , th ®, oncee?) 

the tram rails and ride It back, and may [* av ® ,®° rld war. SI said 

*he old boiler was sold for Junk during -he aocond bullt to d ry boards, 

the builder had a kiln near the new house when it »“■ Jullt to flry^ J • 

*f d he thought they may have sawed the lumber for the house and pianea 

Keliison from Hillsboro built It. T ,, h 

^411_F>iei, I think was the brother of Suzi e Rider. Oeor^e L. ^Wah 
was marrTed 3 times. First wife was a doSIure. He fell out with them at 
a ry*s Chapel church and said he'd never go b aok there again. His wire 
* aa there at church and died there. So he had to go back when she died. 

1 s second wife was Nora S harp.daughter of Harmon, 
h, » niC i (Hannah) Deale taught at the Slatyf ork school that later 

n ® da Little Bil l Gibson down tfosr was full of mischief, like rest of 
a ’roJ 6 3orafi dynamite. There was an old hemlook tree that fell 

pq J road and some one had cut it out. We bored a hole in it and 

fath. n (jpfi dy ^ ajll - lfca in i c and a fuse to it. On Friday evening leva's 
looked j caja . e down affcer hel * with the sled. W e lit that thing and 

Set to aa f. him comin S on the sled and Me had just about ti e to 

Prank? fthoneaTf '?° ms °°? ran back and Polled the fuse out. 
sation. ?° n , fc J e ^“ber the first time I heard a phone conver- 

end ao^a a ‘ oad'a. Violet picked up the phone 

I said "yea", j roaeinber th«t b ? 3abd you " ant to hear someone talkir*?" 
That »a. J be fore J w rTsL^anni .arhan 0 ^?^/ 9 talking to someone. 

“l. S “b.:„ th uae 8 d“t d , P ',‘ 0r,e3 ° n tha to!’' YOUr Dttd> J0h0 Glbaon 

pother would go up°odd V alt E with h°m l0W 't 1“ alok * 0na wlnt ®r my 
went ! t Md U— a ttechel (u aur a.a slater) no 1- “T klnd of rheumatism. 

one morning and Vudy w?a d u JUdy * He was going to fZl* ?£ Ur dad 

i^i^s trJh a « a bad h *n.u?a%^ d i % h - aa ')-a L: D : b,#p 

MVtoVZnn ^~-t J ^biin d tS°x. t s °i akS? ™ and 

taught one school Vn: ke taught two aoh tbe ground (now 

dad aald t 0 JJXe S~f, dad -t-d. and my d a^ ?? hools d °*n there. hI 

IJt <i t? aD:i ?* U lst 'a toy Mf et rld of Mm d ind 1?^' tpuste ea. ..ty 

Prank:* th t ° Th ° 7 ^^Wm^no^ 

now C oTl b t?n k ^ t " ld "da *»** one evening to t 

working ua too latS. Z* flna If you do^bSt?.? 1 ^- 

lt“and b thrS^the idt ^ ^dme“that ^ ?S 

teacher that did £ ^.y 

~~ -*■ —2S£iil# a forn»r 


lai d 


year. 


tru 



1981 

t aflwmlli* 

Id store 
(perhaps he 
when the 

Slatyfork 

half“ vva J r 
We'd go up 
saw mill near 
•). Dave 

ce when 
the ere 


there 

pU meanB the 
’ out the in® 
between 
one) 1 

there 
the 


by D» ve ' 

(that was the 

hemlock* trees. 

1 think There d wa3 d a it 

gold tll ub ® r h ol d St0 
e ek above the ox 
would pU8tl 

and may have 
during “he s 
house 


Frank Hannah lnt©rvl flWe 

Dave: (I aaked him something 

half way from the mouth o ^ 

the hollow nex 
sms-li* • 

There 
old store 


Frank* ...on up 
hair wayt) I was pretty 
that new house SI liv^ 3in 
old school house and the , 

remember them cutting thos 

hour, 

)(pad 

mill up ttie ci 

he and others 
It back, 
far junk 

a kiln near the new 
’ have sawed - 

from Hillsboro ’ 

3 the brother 
First wife was a * 

1 said he'd never go 

nd died there. 

, Sharp, daughter 

(Hannah) Beale taught a_ 


aometl .es during noon 
house later on (1930* 
was also a saw 
a boy. (On Sundays 
the tram rails and ride 
The old boiler was sold 
the builder had 
and he thought they may 
Franks Kelli son JMMlI 
J31 11 Fl»lel # I think was 
wu8 married 3 times 
‘*apy • s Chapel church and 
was there at church ai.l 
Hlfl second wife was Nora 
Frank: Eva I. 
burned. Little Bill 
us We got some dynamite 
across the road and some one 
poured the dynamite in it and a 
father (Ellis) came down after her 
looked up and saw him coming on the 
get to the dynamite. ,Sorae one ran 
Frank: ( Phones ) I do n t remember the 
sation. One time I wfis down at your uad*fl 
and some one was talking and she said 11 you 
I said "yea". I remember that Sam Varner* 

That was before we (Sara Hannah's) had a te 
and some others had phones on the old line 
Otis Cibson used to live up the hollow. H 
mother would go up add sit with him • He 
D^ve: Did Lena Hltohel (^aura's sister) go 
went to school with me at the school house that burned. Lesl ie Judy 
taught there when Lena :«nd Violet went. This picture of thelr^Tiair-do"• 
lie jot mad at them for fixing their hair. They rolled it up around like 
a f, rat”, (see picture) lie jumped on them about it. It made your dad 
mad and he was going to whip old Judy. He was going to feed the sheep 
one morning and Judy was in the house (the Curtis house?) and L.D. 
dared him to come out. He had his feed s aok and some grain in it and laid 
laid it down in the road. Judy lived across the oreek from L.D^’s 
store In the Curtis house—-the house that was up off the ground (now 
gone). He woouldn't come out. lie taught two schools down there. He 
taught one school ±our and ray dad t Sam were trustees. .ly 

"®, ought i? ; et rld of bim and get someone else. LD 

Si tSJ'-Sff.ii’oSt ” ,or,> year - Thoy trl,d ^ another 

5TSL i ! ^ 9r ,Sf .£ you 1 au^? 8 .“« * Bt a artnk. 

now or It'll be too dark to fine the ? yoU do ' b6tter B© 

working ua too late, ha. (Story about the Hatful!? 1 ? 6 °'f t llico liam Waa 
oted to put a box with nooay at the cm 6 d, leld C-ang) L.D. waa instru 

there but they didn't come that n^Vt ^ W pUt an b ox 

It and threw the box down Th.v 3 «oond night the came ard got 

toucher thut did it? ' h * y thou 8 bt « «• ttenry Doddrlll. a formr 


tho can* 

wrecked o* 

ocond worl] 
when It 

3 the lumber for the h 

~ ■» ■ i “- 
of Harmon. later 

t the Slat^fork schoo^that^^ ^ qJ 

Gibson dowi ttor that fell 

There was an old he ^° b ^ red a hole in it and 

bad , cu it ’ On Friday evening leva's 

'“‘lith tfa! sled. v;e lit that thing and 
sled and He had just about ti e to 
back and pulled the fuse out. 

first time I heard a phone conver- 
Violet picked up the phone^ 
f tn hear someone talking? 


#(ld .d tbs New there wno the 

Si lLO; Ohuroh. 

- frfckA hi 11 W* r J _ ohioi^® n ^° u * a# 

-- the road and 


,wmlll shanty. 


nd 


7*— wr or 1921 , »n lived up O-l**''/**" " — - 

j Played on the old boiler. i Q f Indian Draft, eon 01 

i mk * Olbeon married n daughter of ^ ohn UJ ,p,. oniftll prlel a Confederate 

I’l-H. nr graat-sraadr.tb.r,»”„ T Ty»« r l:’» V.lly Hlv.r naar 121“** • 

lii IT. • u rr lv,d th. ..r anlr to J.Ocol.y Hun. ... 


a °ldl«, r 
,J la {.rave 

Aneodnhw 
■Ko 


many year* 

. Ills first 
of his s took 
However, 


The 


sot up »na first afcore In cne 0 "°“,™' „ onrt 0 f his atook 

_ook of goods wun Ink. One oold wlnt< r nigh .* . t However, 

froze end burst. The youthful merchant w«a almost "*PJ d .. oplot) Q f Ink 

. • •oonomlo law of supply and domand wont to work, an . fc oaoh 

Another ; Your gro« t-grandmoth.r (Haohaal) made a 
an an^ Harmon. To bo sure thero would be no mistake In owners P# 

oocordlnj/ to the ono wlio told the story, ah# said sh would Just mark one 
*ith an "if" tor Harmon and tbo other with an"H" for Hugh l 
Tr ia x £ r Qlbaon; I heard he was namedd "Master" because he was born on 
ja day.HI a mothor didn't know the exaot date of hi# birth, and so 
. c ®**hrated kaster Sunday as hla birthday now matter #iat month or 
Th p h *PP #n * d to be. 

Mutiir. J °i°*i 0nfc ' i- Tlme * Jan *9l4 "The directors of the Marllnton and Elk 
5". »iu!7r,T leobone met Sat. Offloera are L.D.Sharp, President, 
moat v i°a-rea. and gen. Mgr. J. D. Olbson,, a eo and treaa. ... 

after “ nt neaa transacted wua the cutting out of free phones 

fc ho extension r • xtendln « of the short line wire down F.lk wherewer 
#*Va. •‘uin & P«L^ h fl O 0 r P ^ y,a bu8lne0fl Justified It ( Maoe: probably the 

entering the tlSuntin Mwl&bSK'l.i 1 ?"*? the dlfforenfc mutual companies 
Phonop, one in the r 2 •" ,lt ° hb ° ard "HI he asked tn <r der to install two 

service, The Tlmeo told'^f°i laok^f ln th# frel « ht office" 

pr ra,£\v?£ »H«Sti n .^“ c “ ty 

Z'.TlLT hod “* ba<l ‘‘ to tho Clov.I^Lio'^ M® 'nothor .aid • paokage would 
Donal ,7^1"?°^'' l ' oun ty mn belonging to on ” <* the 

^” nt ' 

and Walt 
: ° 'noor on road. 

Pk?». 

" ,min « th * ho.AL nt .° o!T.t^ P " y 
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__ --. . . tbl6 ln the Civil w “’' b 8 ° k °a hooting 

„* pt -Jundy told Undo Hugh that ln , n^gnd hisother *•** "® killed one 

*«r« down undor the brow of » Jill ' 9 ld and they *Ci poweder 

°vor thu hlll at tlle elje my ov«r ° n * b ? t ° wa s frcwn a miafiM J r J ^ back. 

their own men. U a said he thought It ™ ^ hlll wa s shot in 
1 ° b f r «« «nd one of fcho men undor the bro f war . 

it was Juat a;i aouident —one of , a de ed of some kind . . » 

ffitf-jjundy a „d Undo Hugh had a , 3 xeroxed elsewhere in ° ^ * 

T^liTST bH 0k on oauiey. (Dave: that da JLs lan d baok ln thuj J 

, bat "«« thie way you got unclaimed or J^L/wrote up a olaim and after 
v ^ a * ir no one o la lined a patch of lai y uess some one had a 

You kept it ao loi\. it belonged to you. i,® his olaim wasn't good. 

? r J°f deed or claim to that property. Kv , ide " t ^ ra S ° suppose Capt 
* lnk Ramona hna that "claim" from Ivan s p P * tll after Ivan 

dl^ Wr ° C6 lfc up ‘ 1 dldn,t kno " thQt 0X18 

"eng about 1090 or before that, there .ere » 'toppie of young 
bellows that came in to Uncle Harmon' Sharp*s at ^latyfork ana weinj P 
<> the head of Laurel Hun and built a cabin there. They wore al-*" 8 
Th 8 ? n th * lr hips. They didn't socialize with any of the neighbors. 

*ney d come out to the store and had money to buy supplies. They were 
huTV bout a y° ur OP so * They didn't work at a Job. x hey probably 
I' l, 60 some. They eocuned to be hid out up there. On® morning one cf the 
Ion h** oa * ne doMn to Harmon Sharp's who lived across the oreek in a big 
nirht° U8 Jf at s ^ at yfork. lie said "I had trouble up at the house last 
shoot !™ X . bud to ^lil my partner- We fell out and I knewwasgoing to 
my arsisV le *5' U|5 al * n *Gbt. Xaiwas sitti .g backwards on a ohair with 
were waitfn° n • the ° hail> 3X1(3 be was sitting over in the corner and we 
the iiink t? r the other one fco GO to sleep. I dozed off and I heard 
1 fell off°Qti Ua "h® 0 b ® oocked it. I knew was going to shoot and 

ha,, but h . 7 s rr °" that ° llalr ald PUUed * blx-shooter and shot 
^nt* 1 had Vonf el r got o?? «°, bU J 1 f t hit th# baok ° f the ohair 

--prob*.7/l“^r • 6 “ «£S srs?bLiSj &“ 


3uat & fht Juat a ITtii? 

eh. tZ^nSSSr'i teeeeugauon or lurv }" , 2£- ,Uf «'»*. Thors 

^^«d Sh S ,\- d ZblB' “ 

gg js&zrS * ot • 

heaths bab 1 dn u ° p a t t h ;i“tyrork J , atI »ek.d^old^^J 

land :. -ld ? ° f "^ina at " Qnd ^ down to g k are « and down 

'Steve n (j\ Bni? ln * OVer there 

“"UM* I che girl.. a “.*. b } -.level 


• • • 


>m»uZ. ; lth . uaaa “ d 

Jhe other side 0 f th ^ Pi&n ° p Wlng by 3l 

v i®it with Violet , ? aaa ®tt, 7 3l * 


Pe j * 

• -**•*•* 2S^; m gt«u.. and oenevi 

r **tion with u> ben ® v ievei, 
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eto 


n storl®* efc / flW iimnl r1 8 ^g^idv*ii slce ^* 

Ml80 .lswnous “ wh ' flkay up tbJ o S?at^r b Wm e Shar p - he 

Joe and a«i Gibson's dad.Civil war* Colon«l ^ te ' 

middle mountain meadow dur£- a Confedcr £$00. t 

*h. oharp. al ter the war. a ewe^ ^^ C oU® c office *** 

roTvlltan. a prisoner, and bel fco Kdr ay P°* aen t to the 

was probably one of them a * e G ibson i « bQU5h t fu 1 * nine. 

Got in the fur business : pad. I® ld , One evenl S 

a fur pricelTat and ^ive it to ^ year8 old. ^ o b arp'J* slain* y° u 

address on the price list. ' ,, hta at grand £ 0t . e , told uDa tairs. 

Blain ^harp would stay 8 0106 . t h “’her the nigh game bed . n a vls 

thinking Blain had stayed with ^ fat "— meaning harp (near the mad 

oan sleep where you slept la with henry r b ma de dial _ ba# 

tie had actuxally slept at his nightbefor » there and al 0 P 

u annah houaa-uirothy rttzwaaar) tba n r , u go tber bopro wed <#3°> 

and he said: "I huva a good bod at non ^ t hrae calves and 

Put Business: Bad had made a «0 alb „ 0 n to help ° * 

money to buy, and gave half ol i (nad stayed 

he doubled his money. whittiker Falls, down El* :r }? ved near Point 

aT7~ night there b ' J yTng fur when age 12). i bater Sppfengs. Ru®° r 
1 “ountaIn. Was a surveyor. And he 1 j_ 1 

he got drunk and a car killed him. Waltham l8 size, lotyZ 

Ivan had bad's gold (filled) pocket W at ch, a * ^ could ha ve lived 

There vas a house at the Gibson Knob, so 

there, They moved a lot. UD n6 ar the RR track. 

George Hoover was probably the first to li^e 

■ ianson Lindsey was a brother of Mrs. „ / gnirntters ) on Gauley* 

burn Hamrick, Jim Shaver and Greens'held possession ( "Ua Efield" 

Sam Gibson and Dad watched at the old school house lor^ _ 

gang"thafc sent a note for Dad to put $300 in a box in the corner ol the 
sohool house. Ho one showed up. Another night he came and threw ne 
empty box and decoy money on the ground. Dad first thought it was Burton 
Hoover, but a Dodrill from ’.Veoster county, perhaps k sbhool teacher at 
Slityfork one term, was convicted of a similiar trick down there, so it 
must have been Dodrill 


) IJDCU ~ 

Showalbbr. 
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-h'UrtfcrzileGd 
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pjovc/^ be.r' i c l'l L { 
k>u hi* davfh-h-r , 

' pAxnanA Sh 


\<r tni 
'ft*' , • r 

tktnonA. Sh'p! 


i ’ k " i « November r o i5th 1974 and I have a rae 6 B-, 2 e here to those who 
' be concerned in regard to’a little bit of hiotbby to tpe Sharp 
S«neration and ancestries . Since Mother and Dad hav past on to 
their final restinir place %cHh the Lord, we regret we did not make 
f* r ecord -of their vast knowledge ofbu^kin and thei- activities, while 
here on earth, therefore, I .will s'tart with myself.r 

1 was the q! dest of son of Luther David and Laura Jane Morgan 
Sharp. Hy name is Ivan L. Sharp. I was born July 27, 1900 and so 
the legend and knowledge that I have that has been handed down to 
®e and saiethat I have known to be a fact on my own rights, so I'll 
begin with stating that there was seven children in my father and 
mother's family: Ada, Violet and Creola, 8ilas, Paul and Luther 
David,/junior) — so I will state that I'm married to Genejrieve 
Orndorff of Arbovale, a daughter of J. B. and Cora Ervin Orndorff 
and have lived happily together for fifty years. and we have 
three children- R a mona, now living in Parkersburg, married to Thomas 
Shipley and they have three boys, . Jphij, Thomas Alan and David 
and also a grandson Jeremy and my daughter , she teaches music in 
public school since-he boys are grown up and away at school and one 
of them married off, so Ralph , he is taking care,of you might say, 
two families, he is living in Fountain ValleyCalifornia and has a 
young son, Richard, and part of his family is in Albany, Georgia- 
Vickie, Brian, Kathy and Diana. Evan, youngest son, married Phyllis 
McCutcheon, a sister of Reverend Calvin Me Cutcheon, a Methodist 
m.nister like what used to be called a circuit rider on his own 
preference, he prefers to deal with country people rather than preach 
and take care of a city congregation and he has-been awarded several 


medals or plaques for his efficiency in his line of duty. And of 
course thiE takes care of the children and except , I might day tha$ 
Ralph is asst production manager of a bearing factory where he lives, 
and Evan living out in Madisbn , Va. has two sons, Rod and Todd an d 
they ore both in school and his wife teaches school so they are kept 
pretty busy, there on their farm trying to remodel the old farm 


house. And of course, now getting back to my dad's ^a pil y.. 

Ada was married twice. The first marriage to MrirJoRnson. She 
had a son, Donald v/hich is now living in Portland , Oregon and a 
daughter, Helen, married to Eugene Hannah living in Slatyfork, 

West Virginia. After she taught a term of public school at Slatyfork, 
she remarried-to Will Curtain. To that union was^two sons and a 
daughter. Billy Curtain, Stanley, and 81ara Keenei Then Violet, 
lives in Richmond Virginia and she married Rufus Mnrki^nd who is 
now deceased and they had one son Rufus Melvin, Jr and he lives 
in Indiana. And Creola was avictim of the flu * after the 

first -World's War and she had-anyway it wasn't diptheria, but 
anyway her throat swelled shut and they had to 'lance' her throat 

“" .I iiT ed bl ? od .P° ison a nd in that time they didn't have v 

penecillan or streptomicin to cure or check diseases like that. (/I* 3 ) 


She was very talented in music and was doing a little teaching of 
P lan ° Uss ° ns was in the u.t year of high ScSSoj! 





en s *. my brother, Si after having a few operations and a 
*TPed disc in the back and gall stones and a few other troubles, 

remain single and free and therefore he ib 
t the old homeplace , the Hugh Sharp place 
Hugh Sharp lived and of course my dad built 


, cic *ed that he'd 
* living back a 
• r * our great-uncle 
n ® house there. 

Then came along Paul. When he went to scnooi ai ducmwuuuii 
h *e met Vonda Lowe and they were married and to this union was b 
® s °a and a daughter, Thayer and Barbara. Of course, Paul, af 
finished school,he taught school and was principal ofthe Sen 
Trail Public School at Slatyfork.for a few ye n rs. When the sec 
JjJorld 1 * War come along, he went down to Institute near Dunbar a 
^itro and went to work as personnel man,U.S. Rubber company ir 
aking latex rubber for war purposes. When this factory closed 
y* followed with the company on to Texas and is living in Texai 
°nda died a few years ago and was buries) /&*r Barboursville oi 

parents were buried. Pnul remarried aga: 
*° this union there are no children and he was fortunate in ge 
fro good wives and of coune a good wife comes in pretty good 
to take care of you when you hnve ailments and we all have our 
3h a re ->nd Taul had some kind of paralysis in both arms for a 
/hile and the Lord is almost miraculously healing him and he 
las alaost norm?! use of one arm. 


Now Dave, married Sylvia Friel, one of Dee Friel's daughter '6 
^nd they have a girl of which they adopted and is very/ bright 
and intelligent nr.d a great help to them, when Sylvia hasn't been 
too well nnd like the rest of us- it's nice to have company around 


Now thiG takes care of, I believe, my brother's and sisters.; 


My dad was the only on of my grandfather, Silas Sharp and my 
Safi,h Hannah Sharp. He had two sisters, Ella, who married Robert 
Gibson and Malinda,who married Ellin Hannah,. 

fly randfather Silas Sharp, spent t wenty-tfajee mo nths and 
tventy-four days in a Confederate prison efuring the ^lvil War. 

hi-others, £j£?were killed duringthe Civil War. 

_e_l_iev e , was killed back of the present house where 
Uncle Hugh used to live. I do not know , but I think he was buric 
an the back in the 6alf lot' now belonging to Paul (along ?19) 
where Mary, Uncle Hugh's only sister was buried— she died with 

something like pneumo.nia during the civil war. 

Pi ffbevl u. 

There wis Uncle Hugh Charp, Uncle Harmon Sharp and Uncle 
Henry oha rp are the only ones I can remember of my great-uncles 
There was, of course, Luther and Bernard. Uncle Harmon had a 
big familyand they are scattered all the way to Salifornia. 
Tolbert after he helped Joe Gibson's buy up the timber land 

around Slatyfork, Gnuley Ml, * vd4le Kt. etc, for these big 
companies , he went west. •’ .... . . 


J, 'A& V# iVdAs p/p 
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Onele Harmon died in McKellun (?) Hospital in Richmond, Vir C inia. 
_ and j VTSTT« d him whil»* He was in the hoepitnl. It s been many 
0rs 'V'O, Grandfather Sharp, his father wan William Sharp, Jr. . JL 

•illiam Sharp, Jr^ my fr^at-rrandrather is buried nt the Sharp 
Cfaveyard-natned for him- up nenr the hi C h rocks. Grandfather and 
Grandmother and a .ister. As I sqid I'm not sure where Bernard 
1-uther are buried* the boys that died during the Civil War.. 
*^ C ° rdin e to m y recco: lection, Jake simmons and Quince Harris we 
* he guilty parties that killed Bernard one on them was e^ilty of 
th f at M„I'» not sure but lither' J 

°room Mountain.. Of course 
e could have been killed 
there 


So 






«r 


e been killed at the Battle 
they had a skirmish over on Mingo Flats 
there , He was serving ip the army. 
i nere seems to have been four sons Sh Wm. Sharp , sr...One settled 
at Slaty fork, my great-grand fa ther^^One up about the Jake Gibson 
Place and he was, I understand, was maybe killed by an Indian or 
b y a sniper. One settled at Edray and the otherone over about Frost. 


L -Z«™« 


Of course William Sharp Sr* came of from England and we were re¬ 
lated to the Dilley 1 s. My_. grand fa tlfer married Sarah Hannah* 

daughter of David Hannah who wns very religious and allowed no work 
to be done on Sunday.* no cooking or anything like that-Sunday was^^ 

kept as a sacred day • And my grandmother had a brother, Henry,- 

who ran a store, up at Arbovale for- a few yenre and moved from there 

to kenick and 1 nTnot sureto whether they werg^buried there, but 
he had a son Earnest who went to A rizona , (Phoenix , >4 ^fcelievey and was 
^postmaster ther until his retirement. Now my grandmother had another 
- son whose name I do not recall for certain but it might have been 
(XltryA - ArTTT a rt —ox and he had a severe ailment ( might have been typhoid 

or not), but anyway a miracle seemed to -have been performed, he died 
away and they were making arrangement^ for a funeral, sterns as if 
his father and grandfather had been to a sale and was coming back 
and this bo^ awoke from this trance or vision and tried to sh@w 
grandmother and the other members of the family the beautiful sights 
of heaven as he saw it. He mentioned some of the relatives who died 

before he was born. He said M They are up ih heaven, don*t you/see 

them, but they were unable to see but the bright lights like the 
sunset in the evening, but he also told them everything that hiB 
grandfather ond dad had bought^ at the sale. •• his mother.a colt 
: or one thing. He said, 11 I con vtake t’lis baby .and stick it the 
fire and there won’t be a hair of his head scorched . 11 But they were 
afraid to let him because of the knowledge they had of fire... Then 
he s-id I’ll throw this hankerchief up to V e ceiling, it will stay 
up there and he did and it did stay. He said* "I** 4 sleepy and he 
went to thebed and and laid down and he didn*t want them to touch 




him because he had seen Jesus and the angels who took care of him 
while he was sick in t is vision so that left a testamony to my 
forefathere and of the necessity of having- th faith in the Lord 
JeEus Christ. And while Dad related this- story to me on more than 
one occasion, I'm sure I haven't repeated it exactly as it was and 
of course jny grandmother had mentioned what had happened. There 
were miracles back in those days as there were when Christ was on 
e«rth and of course there are still miracles being performed today. 



a wife of David Hannah 
here: Grandmother j5aXAb 

grandmother , Edith gamsey 
Morgan the Methodist c 

g~tKe 1888-89-90 or 9 1. 

n e Virginia conference and 
d now it is the W, Va, 
ree both my grandfathers 
erm of my grandfather >'/<*-* 
the si x who survived 
oil the prisoners that 
ndfather somehow or another managed 
nre like that to make some 
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^is i6 my second aXtemptjto give some history of the Sharp generatio n 
handed down to me by word of mouth by Uncle Hugh Sharp f and my 
father Luther Sharp and my grandmother Sara Shar p and some know¬ 
ledge irT"ray - "owrPrights, I have some legal papers but I really have 
done little or no research a6 to the history 9 but this information 
that 1 1 m giving may help aomebody who desires to do some research 
work on our ancestry. 

'[ I have some legnl papers to show that my great-great grandfather, 
t William Cham ,Sr- one of four brothers that came to this country, 
leaving many*relatives in England, Scotland,Ireland and Germany. 

They received a land grant from the King of England for vast amount 
of acreage in wfcat was then the state of Virginia. He had, as I 
understand it a brother that lived at Fro6t or Huntersville and 
one at Edray and one at JdkV~Gibson place a t_jiaa d of Elk . He was 
stationed nt Slatyfork. In this deed that my great-great grand¬ 
father gave to my great grandfather was for sowr^nv er a thousand 
or more acres including Slatyfork , Sharps Knotf\*p^rV of Gauley 
Mt. and port of Buzzard Mt. Of course, my great grandfather, 

^ William Shari T Jr married Rachel !)ille y» This is what the deed 

calls for and they lived atSlatyfork and were buried on a shale 

soapstone type of ground, a ridge, -east of the high rpacks near 
the old county road. You might say that when they died they were 
both buried on this ridge, therefore the cemetary was named for 
them. Of course my grandmother and grandfather Sharp as well as 
ray father and mother Sharp are buried there too along with my 
sister Creola. I've seen no markers that ray great-great grand- — 
£ father Sharp was buried at this cemetary*. nor great- uncle Bernard 

K Sharp or my great- unc 1 ef Lutlier Sharp who were killed during the 

Civil War. There was °Mnt Mary Sharp, a teenager who died with 
pneumonia or something similar tq that during the Civil W^r, qjid 
was buried down on the north side of 219 on the bank of .what used 
to be called 'the Calf-lot Meadow'. Part of the ^tone maekers are 
still there. I might say that my grandmother Rachel 1 s sister, 
jl l x P iL y L Ui-y _ hjr . Yin I believe it was staye d wi th them ^bout the time 
that they died and stayed on to keep house for great-uncle Hugh 
‘ -giHiTP for a certain length of time, T don'^ust ho~l 7 ng~-Sh^ 







^ (continued) 
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{I.**"I over tier. . well t. »J 1 crendfether. 

}. • "it ;.ure. So., of oir relatives were buried «r ot the 


.. cure. Some of our romivc« y 

J: co. . u where Rilly Hannah md Georfie uced to 

1,v * but t cy ,m y »,. lV e beerTrolntivec on my nrandmother Hannah 
;’fandr, lttlor Or, v irl ll.nnmh'- aide of tho houae. 


•ft-- uL m . i i’ ht ~*y 'h.it I hive here in my . onneoion,.* (jiven to g e b *™ y v 

^V***i» undo Hurh ::h rp, •. *11 of his mother and l 

r d ’ ohowin, all the birthdays of ill the family includinc my 
G r.indf ( ,th,. r *.i 1 •• •; flh-jri who married .'Sarah Hannah, daughter of 
n avid and Heater or Hcr.aie aa t ey called her and lived nt the ~ 

°s]^ I ’l-e Hannah houae. I alno have a small ty r e jj ^ U W .-^heel 

Civhn' to my hinter, Violet, and oho in turn cove it to me to keep___, 

in the Sharp family. I al.:o have a split- hickory bottom rfiSiilPC * 

c .h'±r given me by rr.'nt-unclo Hugh Tharp and oaid his CL^,Idl h ££._— 1 

pilT ey had died in thin chair while r.i t tinr in the chair. The 
chair if; olfTnnd straight, one of those homemade chairs rut to¬ 
gether with wooden pegs. My brother,.**!, said * T * t 1 s not much 
wonder he died in it -it wan to straight and uncomfortable. ' 

That is becou.se the rocker:; are worn flat and there isn't much 
'rock' to it. 

Ac T before I'm not cure where my great-great grandfather and 

grandmother were buried. Tone of our relatives are buried in the 
H.annnh graveyard but they may !r»v** been t> e oner, on mji grandmother 
t Hannah's side of the house as * stated, Agreat n*^.it Unde of my 
■"YOreit-greit grundfnther Sharp was located near Frost, Hunters¬ 
ville section which Judge r.hnrp and George Shnip, former Secre- 
tary-of-sta te and Austin and *.sby were dpseeudents and there may 
have h<>«" other r , maybe Ed, anyway I wasn’ttoo well aquainted 

with the Shnrp'e in that seetion. And another was located about 
Ldray in which Will Sharp and Gil es Sharp and Jake Shar p were ^ 

probably descendents probably . Hanson Sharp, Ellis Sharp and * 

Jim Sharp were descendants of this^ brother. And t ere were Blraer 
and Mitchell Shar^, sons of Jim Sharp. Maybe some of these lived 
inoto uection. • • ^ 

J ffi not sure , but my great uncle Henry x Sharp used to liv« at Middl e v 
mountain until a fire burned their home~ dbwn ahd they lost every¬ 
thing they had a nr they moved fora there to about tk,e Davis H annah 
house rx?w is and from there over to the Onoto ..so they 

may be ancestors of Pate Sharp and Eliot Sh^rp of over inthat 
i cc t ion. 0 I cour e there is Charlie Sharp and his brother so 

t ere .arc r orno distant relatives there somewhere ...how this all 
ca.T.e about 1 don't know. Now the one of my grea t. v * great uncles that 
re t 11 <*«! Up t the Oihson place T irrnrrfi to Uncle 1TUGH '’harp, 

he p-'U ho '’ore the Civil .'pr ir i rather mvpterioufi way-kil-led by 
an Iiidf-n *»r n cnip.-r or - rlir.jruntled neighbor or -a ^unter- any- 

v:.y he found dead of a fcu»it wound, now so f-r as I know had no 
children. 


* n 


e <w 




came anout i don't know. Now the one of my gr* 
retfcl*<! u f * the J_?k«» Oihson place . accordi ap to 
he before tho Civil ir a rather ^y^teri 
an 3ndT n o- n cnio.-r or - disgruntled neighbor 
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b'ick to ^rc.nt 

^ ^osides my £»nnrif*tber 
' n I uontioned ,ird Uncle rT 
d^home plnce nnd lived with 
-1' 'LP ^ived down it .^laty 1 

in Richmond, Vi 
c him while he w.*i n in the h 
of the throit. He hod 
them. So far an I kn 
:,nnd he nnd little .Ti m nib 
l’< ty fork nnd Elk 
cour;;c n 


grandfn ther William Sharp's 
•lilac Shnrp, was Henry 
u E h Sharp who lived at 

'til he died. Uncle 
and he died in 
ia. My father and I 
ta1 there. He had 
a l-.rco family and I knew 
e had only one boy, 
con wore selling real 
and through there and 
lot or the people that 
including cousin Tolbert 
&££ie n nd he h d a GOn 

1 tcr > and a younger 

r name whether it was 
hters and one son nnd 


c^n cer 
f "o*t o' 

1 hop 

*St7TtV 


‘round 3f 

i 4 *5 t,iey tIid th,t of 

O.,. ,roi| nd here moved -iway, 

nt*Z P \ ' l '°lh£T t Shar o married 

n I >0 ' Jt n C° ' ,nr > a da 

«, P f v tCr 1 don,t recall 

they y ** n " y r y tlere wore two 
n »y moved to Californ ia. 

h ''" i " number of daughters 
over o't^rfk^" d Che HVed with ~Rer-ffaur 

I remember^and*of~F~^~~~~ a ^ ^ a «°» 

■-E tol ®^[ e ; nd ° f °“rse there wa c Net 

L ^7~^rzi: t A " 0ther d -^Chter married 

near the de e “ t! Wlth T 4lte*J?hari 

liked it well or fiomewheTrSKlher; 

lister th.it raJ M OU fr t at they st nyed. 
at *.u „ 1 married Georce (•><• s „ . 

at the Share ; Hannah 

— - - s r ^-si 

i ..fiTsrri Vifj““ ve about “ii th« 

> Uncle Sam gibson ^ , you S2E1 idea. 

' t... n .Xr: 252 

haps in childbirth wL„ i! -° tella . -.Hej 
-arah Sharp raised Stella * y ° l 

klkin6 and was thp mnfi * otella marrj 
a nd Juii a Fisher.) Mo „‘* r ° f Hocky Fishe 
mentioned of unpl ; u ? f these relati 
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* might say here that mv uncles that were killed during the 
WarT Uncle was only foi/rnfe'^n years of age and 

e w ,s trying to get away from the raiders or Confederates 

< I M is _ _ A f i A ft • • I A 1 ft • a 
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\\&y .' e w ,s tr ying to get away from the raiders or Confederates C 

v * nd ho wag try in to get away the bock of t)ie house where ) 

™y brother Si now lives nnd(dJd'-i6q.n Harris ! or Jake ) 

iigmona are the t?£ l £' | i’, fll th n t snot and killed hiinT ^Near the V. / 

-nme tim* < h'*t ' i^ne r^waa killed probably in the Droop“H t. battle, or the 
SKirmish over neat Mingo Flats. He served in the"army, as I 

rlH' r der f and it# Hut my Grandfather Sharp at the time that 

> K He^yd was killed, hid in a Goose nest when the Confederates 
made a raid throuch thgt section and this fellow that shot at 
uncle and missed there, so my grandfather jumped out 

of that nest while the other fellow was trying to reload his .. 5 V** 4 

Cun and knocked him down and ran around the house to get . r 

away from him ran intoa whole posse o{ Confederate soldiers - 

f° he had to surrender, along with Jafre Gib bon.not related 8 ill 
o Jim Gibson -I don't think, but may^ have been grandfather 
° Jake nnd Jolln Gibson. Anyway my grandfather had to cive 
*v“? and he oV n c>rjXin t J'> . them nnd they P ut handcuffs on him and 

7 th S ° P ~~ ~r i took two fellows to guard them while 

e rest or theTTTfcent on to make raids on the farmers, through 

e f ectlon to get food and see who was hiding, and who the 

" er V nd SO f ° rth * Jake Gib6 ° n could eet his hand- 
*¥*\ ot * and Grandfather tried to persuade him to slip then 
if, knock the guard down and get his gun and shoot the 

? ut he P ns afraid to do that and *nywa y this fellow 
tE®: at Jake as he was running and hissed‘him so he found 

run-down" T e ° ln ^ t0 away from him so he threw his 

to- nf Ih a "J-n n aft6r hlm and cau G ht up with him up near the „ - 

bib'ened n tn h i 11 near * he Shar P graveyard. Jake Gibson ^ 

«a££ened_to have somthing like a toy pistol tb<>y call it P £3 7 

V n ep [ er , b ! X Plnt01 and he jerked that out of his JocklJ ‘ 

^ k e ^ rt ! d Sh °° tilis at hi “ and the guard ran 

back J^ke^otjxway but my g-and father was taken on to 

Salisbury rnFfh^FSouth Carolina and served Uentv 
onlv siv nd tWenty - four days ^ prison there. There'were 

fever^and^malnuFrit i on e or a starvation^th~~'~~~ e M ^ mal3ria * 

managed to get a hold of ™ there. My grandfather 

jewelry etc. and gave to the eolor-H * -5* ’ ^ d made 5 ° me 

gave then their medicine and toJd t^!\ ?" d P h ° Ge that 

portion.of the allowance u e to give him double 

er »tos decided til ,were all"™!"V? 1 Conf * d - 

hundred hod died so they f £ ? t0 dle anywa y several 

that were left., m l graL^r fl ° eXch V** the 5Uj*ri«oner B <- 

n too k hi. rto ; t l ll *' one ^ 

a factor in his death u! This raay have b «n 

a pendncitus some internal it m ^ somethln C siraiiar to 

what my dad, grandmother Ld uScl/SuV**" Can ° er bUt fr ° m 
been the ap endix that burst r ». U ^ b eai( ^ it must have 
afte^r that happened. Sil i S ?! didn,t live too long 

now id regards to ^ al “»* I have to say for" 

S ’ 1 may hfl ve ^re to say later. 




I left out Amos and » orter onarp# 
rick t it may have been descents of uncle 
been brothers or cousins of Dove 

T don't know what the connections 

are right there. But sporxking ahout my my grent- uncle 
Barmon -h,r -. He wac the moat jolly person you would ever 
want to'meet You could, he had a unique lauch Bnd I 

enjoyed hearing him talk. All of my uncles were ereat 
huntera ind they had some tfl-lea to tell ixpenences back 
in the wilds of W. Vq. 

Kreat uncle Hugh Sharp never did cet mnrried. He some¬ 
how or another didn't seem to have much affection for the 
op< osite sex. lie didn't like to be bossed around or told 
what to do or what not to do. He had hired different ones 
to do the housekeeping for him and had had different, families 
to move in with him. He always could get along with the men 
folkd but the womenfolk didn't like his attitude or his 
node of taking care of his tool6 and clothes etc# The fact 
that uncle Hugh would go out and stay all day and come in for 
dinner at o'clock in the evening for something to eat. 

Of course that didn't suit most of the people that stayed 
there. I can remember that Dang Jackson was one family that 
lived there and James^ Jackson was anotherfamily that lived 
there the father'M Wil l, Ja ckson and Charlie, Bernie and 
Lucy Jackson and they lived for a while and there were no 
heirs that lived there. At one time my uncle Wil l 

H Q Tp a n and r.y aunt ^.Farm ie lived there a while and took care 
ofurtfcle Hugh. Hy d^d took it upon himself after T olb ert 
left to see that uncle Hugh had sombody to look after him, 
wash his clothes etc. Uncle Will moved back to Lobelia 
where he came from and then came alone Noah Ayresc~ and his 


®ight «^y here thit 
er there about Wr 
lU^Sharn nnd may 
arpatTa Bill Eliot Sharp 


/tffcK 5 l 


vs.b.\ 
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had beans coming out our eira for about a w >ek or more, 
hotter would keep us in bread as well an a lot of other 
things that wo were up to cooking. Uncle Hugh was liked by 
everybody. One time he hnd some pet white tailed deer. 

One special deer, named Nannie , got to be quite mean and one __ 
time my dad and aunt Ellie" Gib son, not yet grown, up a 
cherry stump and they hn~3 to holler for help so they could 
Get home. Uncle Hugh was quite a wild bee hunter. Seldom 
ever would cut a tree. As he hnd fifty to a hundred stands 
of bees of his own. He would hid his money and valuables 
in a beehive as most people were afraid of bees — and some¬ 
time elsewhere. One money box we never did find after he 
died But after he missed some money before this he had 
dad take care of most of his valuables and sent the money 
to the bank. He lived to be seventy-six years old before he 
died and he died in about 1923, so I knew him for 23 years. 

Of course for the first few years of «y life I didn't know 
one person from another but he was and I liked to hear him 
talk and he had a lot of bear stories and hunting stories 
to tell. I wn at his bedside when he died and he told 
me the good Lord had saved him a feW weeks beforfe and.he 
was ready to go. I was over in the cornfield across the 
creek and he called for me and I came, and I was at his 
bedside when he died. He was buried in the Sharp cemetary. 
Alarge granite market wu erected at his grave site. 

Another thing about uncle Hugh- C > Mundy was a great 

friend of hi6 ">nd made a lot o? p otent bee hives for him. 
some that he could take the li d off and watch the bees work . 
Some of these are in my possession now and I've made them 

over to take care of sections and the new type of selling 
the honey. Captain Hundy and uncle Hugh had go.ttcn a lagge 
land grant from>he king of England of 50 t 000 acre s more or 
less in PocAHontas, Webster and Randolph counties Of IFl* 
state of Virginia. It may have been the Pennell survey o» 
part of t e land that Lawyer Reger of Elkins wanted my dad 
to bring suit for the title of the land and give him part 
of the land if they won the lawouit. The survey appears to 
have been made according to papers of uncle Hugh's* The 
grant waa stolen before the survey was put on record at least 
by the Virginia Court. They were applying for a copy to 
reinstate or get on record, but so far as I know it never 
was carried out unless this Mr. Reger dug it up in his 
land search for he was a real est ate lawyer. My dad told 
Mr. Reger the lawyer that all'the people in t e country would 
be mad at him for taking in t cir property. but Reger said 
they could hold the improved property that they owned but no t 
the wild country that hadn't been developed back on the 
mountain probably on Gauley, Buzzard , Middle and probably 
some of Point mountain. Dad could hold what some people call 
squatters rights to obtain legal title to the property,,if 
fact^ some Mg companies had Bcrnaro Ha mrick to build a camp 
back there on Gauley mountain and also a cousin of ours, Bob 
■ £° se a ^ so paid so much a month for ten or more years to 
claim t. » property. Go some of these big lumber companies got 
the timberland and timber for practically nothibg. 
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11 ing back to uncle Harman Shar ps He was the mont 
m * n 1 think I ever m<*t. Re~w«s alwaye laughing 
had a verv nir<» fAinilv. He liked to hunt, and camp o\ 


uH 


and 

and 


a very nice family. He liked to hunt, and cju^out 
tell of his ex eriences of his. That about takes 

Car e of my uncles. I'll cet down to my grandfather later. 


# 

1 night say I have been having trouhle with this tnpe record 
~ I " erasing part of the material that I would like to record. 

3o I repeat some and have left out some that should be 
®entioned. Speaking about the ancestors over around Onoto 
'e were related to Joe Sha rp down at M ill P oint through 
what source I'm not 3 ure~ perhaps uncle Henry Sharp. Joe 
Sharp had a son named for my father Luther David Sharp but 
since they have since died or moved away, but anyway my dad 
and I were at their auction sale when they broke up house¬ 
keeping. There was another Sharp over in trat section over 
abo t Clover Lick. I don't know of any real connection be¬ 
tween them or the other Sharp's that I've mentioned . Just 
recently a few months ago I saw an ad in the Pocahontas Times 
saying that there was an Ivan Sharp at Cass that had some 
pigs for sale - now what source they came from I'm not sure. 
There was some other Sharps: John and Ern and some of those 
that may bave been from Bill Eliott Sharps people. There 
seem to have b»en two sets 'of"~Sharps in Pocahontas County. 

Two sets of Gibso ns t at weren't relation on the Elk section 
and two differen t sections of the Hannah 's that do not seem 
to be related. In some cases had married into the same 
name. We are related quite a bit to most of the people 
around Dillev's K ill through grandmoth er, Rachel Di lley Sharp 
Sfhewac a Dilley and I've heard my uncle* Hugh speak of 
'gr -ndpappy Dilley.' I mentioned also some prpperty that 
I have that he once owned. We are related to the Sharps 
around Frost and that section, the Dilley's perhaps sjver^l 
others perhaps the Gibson's orer in t at section and so 
then on my grandmother Hannah's side of the house my great 
grandmot-er Hessie and H enry Hannah. They had a son ^ Henr y 
Hanna h who was a br gther ^oT my grnndmother Sharp. I'm 
pretty sure they had another brother~~or son'“and two or more 
daughters. One was £unt Mai indy (Rose) Married to John Rose. 
They were the father and Mother of Bob R ose. related 

to the Bickafoosg 's in come manner Whether my great-great 
gran dm others harp wie a Zicafooce or whether the later 
descendants 'married a Zickafoose I'm not sure but anyway 
there was one of them that lived over about Buckhannon 
during the twenties.that was distantly related to us. 

I've he^rd ray dad speak of so many different ones in the 
community around there like LU ? Curry and Poague, Cook 
and place 1 , down around Elk rive r still go by that' naflTCr^&nd 
3peaking about the LnndtJ^anfi - of Captain Mundy and Uncle 
Hugh's of that vast acreage. The West Virginia pi story in 
thrse^ j/olum e r^ me ntions aboutsome trouble the clerk of 
l ^conont;ij:/ gourt y wr , s having in trying to keep the records 
secr et_f rom the Confederate invaders. They hid the records 
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In 


* while in a buckwheat stack, a while in n Method!at 
church, a while in two or three different homelf. When 
*be war was over and things settled down one of those 

fssuj n §a°iifie w ?sr8jiisis6ii ,.UuraA8i$ c iiSgfiUa i e4«£?5 d >>°° k 

M undy f his grant and also my great-great grandfather Sharp's 
Grant from the’King of England foo property. Of course 
there i§ u n..» wuy of tell in* what happened to that but I the 
papers that Uncle Hugh nnd'Captain Mundy filed with the 1 
suppose t v o Supreme Court at Richmond Virginia to try to 
•stablish the grant or get it on record again, but I have 
no information as to whether it was accomplished or not. 

\nywny we never paid any takes or it and my dad owned some 
coal land back on Gaul ey and he deeded it over to Otjs_ 

Gibson and he may still own those coal or mineral rights, 
some cases those old people back t 1 ere were smart enough 
to reserve the mineral rights. We were sure there were 
minerals in t!ere but in later years I can remember myself 
that the old p dnnjton-Parkersburg roa d was being repaired, 
they had to use dynamite" - and pick and shovels and plows 
and manpower and horse power to repair the road. They put 
off a blast at t e forks of the road there at the Slatyfork 
post office and within a few hundred feet of a geologi c 
marker in a limestone ledge that produced quite a stream 
or quite a bit of qlj . ran out of t ’is sand rock and so the 
folkd working on the road got excited and ran over t> where, 
the old store was and told usabout it. Dad and I closed up 
the store and took a crowbar, pick and we gouged down around 
in that old sandstone and the thing tore loose again and the 
oil in t e sandstone ran out into the water. Foolish like 
I struck a match to it and it fla shed right across the water. 

I didn't know anything about gas and I reckon' ’I could have 
blowed the whole place up around there. But he talked to 
the geologist after that and he said that may have been 
forced up from several thousand feet and sandrock had so 
many envaties and ho)low places within that it was very 
susseptable to absorbing gas and the chances is if you go 
back to that flat there and sink a well and go deep enough 
that we would strike gas in that country. The thing that 
1 don't understand that it is limestone country and there 
Ts about ns much water that runs underground that runs on 
t e top of the ground and only when there is a flood or 
heavy rains that they have water on Big Spring of Elk. The 
way it t>ot its name is that t e water would run for maybe a 
mile or two and then it would go underground, so it would be 
dry for a mile or two and then come out again and there woul d 
be water for a few hundred feet or a mile. Of course we 
Don't know what all is back in those caverns. I know that 
one place on my farm about an eight of an acre dropped out 
of sight just the treetops. Then of course the sink holes 
throurh there in different places. You take up around next 
to SYiowshoe, the Rhea place the Vandevend^r place for about 
n half n mile there is one sinkhole ri^htafter another some 
two hundred yards apart- almost in a straight line. They've 
filled up and there* no openings except there is one place 
on t*o Vandevender place where you could drop a rock and 
time it and it takes almost a minutb of falling before it 





( tape three continued) 

bottom -sounds like it hits class or fossils or some- 
thing thnts down in that cave then it bounces off that into 
m ud and it roes 'kerchug'. Those are mysterious things 
there,, Then too, at the water fountain near Hlatyfork 
the Hugh Sharp cave, as far ns I know there has never been 
anybody to the .end of that cave. They'be been in for two or 
three days searching but there are some big rooms in there 
and t en a place to crq^el through and othere places where 
there is a river about waist deep. The serchera use carbide 
lamps and twine to find their way. 





Uhen the built the railroad in t at section, the blasting 
caused a lot of the limestone to fall in and now it is 
too difficult to get into this cave. You could clear it 
away and probable have enough room to drive a car into it. 

That country is noted for caverns and high waters and stream 
beds with no water at all. You cross over the mountain to 
Dry Branch and for several mifces there is no water for miles ' 
except when it rains. Thbse are some of the conditions that 
exist up in that country. Big oil companies afc one time 
leased the land for oil. They had a lease of what was called 
the Rhea Place for ten years but then they cancelled it with 
in seven years. They decided if the government wa6 not going 
to back them up on this deep well drilling they would just 
drop out on it. Of course that's got us in part of the trouble 
ve're in now in t e lack of fuel. 


Now sptV'inr about the relatives on t* e Hannah side, my 
great grandfather Henry er David Hannah was very religious 
and he wouldn't allow any work to be done on Sunday. He 
had some brothers I'm pretty sure because just above Frank 
Hannah 1 s - Sam Hannah 's it used to be on the Billy Mac e place 
the corner there was a building a log house that bunnt down - 
and this in where this boy lived tKat~~diecPaway and came 
to again and the connectTornT there I'm not too sure about. 

Aunt Leah Hannah she married another Hannah or just how it was 
but Aunt Leah wTs mother to Josie Lewis and Edna Foster and 
I <aul and Silas Hann ah of Hinton. Of course Josie Lewis is 
in Huntington W. Va. And of course we are related to that 
bunch of Hannah's and we are related to Bowd (?) Hannah and 
Silas Hannah. 

(END OF TAPE THREE) 

(BEGINNING OF TAPE FOUR) 

I ran out of tape on that side. I don't know kiihether I 
stated that my aunt Lila Dlarried—Hob Gibson a brother 
of little Jim Gibson and they had several children, Otis, 

Allie, Florence and V/illie and Ona Gibson. Aunt Malinda 
married Ellis Hannah. They had a few children; Eva married 
Charlie Beale, Russell married andther Hannah and a sister 
of Ira of over around Marlinton no relation; Lana -married 
Moyd ■nxtor over around Wnrick and Veo married a Dumire. 

Lcas ' ?J ’" xtcr had one Veo ^nd his^Tife had oome~d^iiters 

an some sons..two sons died with cancer at a rather earlyage. 
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Getting back to my father. H 
^daughter (Rev. Samuel C. Morg 
«l £60^8 -8o-o;i M in the Va. conf 
the Ohio Conference and now a 
It 1 chard to^trn’ce those thine 
conference: they change to. L 
my possession the minutes of the Virginia 
ray grandfather*8 name in it. 
wife's side of the house was a 

married my wife's mother's sister. He gave us 
formation I didn't write down any points to try to keep 
things together# 

Anyway we are related to a lot of people indirectly and I 
have noway or have not taken t o time to do any research 
about them# Anyway getting to my father'6 family# My 
6ister Ada was married twice which I think I mentioned a 


the Edray charge- 
later transferred to 
of the W. Va. conference 
s because of the different 
If I remember right I have in 

conference with 
Uncle Wallace Sutton on my 
minister of the Gospel, he 

some in- 


helped my brother Dave out in Cincinnatti in the jewelry 
business, repairingwaTfrfres and things of that sort# 

That takes care of most of the history there# Of course 
there were a lot of people who used to live in that 
country there that like Vanderbritt6 and Slankers a d 
Varners- Earn Varner and his brother and Dave Varner who 
used to live about the Sam Galford property and moved to 
Cass. Alot of people sold out and moved elsewhere# 

The property the Kyle Hannah lives in (Russell Hannah) 

Hy dad bought two Tarns there from the Vanderbritts (?) 
and uncle Ellis Hanna h wanted dad to buy those Farms 
for him and seems as if he wanted to buy them and Vanderbritt 
wouldn't sell them to for some reason or another and 

when it came to a showdowrT^&hen dad told him he wanted the 
dee^rr.atfe out to uncle sEllis Hannah , he was about to back 
out on it hut finally went ahond and signed the deed f but 
in that agreement with uncle Ellis Hamah we Sharp f s were 
6Ui)pose<l to have liuhing privaleg es up and down the farm 
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dn't eo dry. It was good 
t seen to like too much for 
dad had Ruespll and Ellis 
od Uncle Hugh Gh->rp had 
. They seemed to have felt 
rt in it. Maybo they should 
•* ' j to take care of uncle Hugh 
•; of therecord there that I was 
tape didn't pick up was....My mother stayed 

home and cooked for uncle Hug h -w hll fi _ 

Was small. £ii_ and Pau j^waat, to ECkool^JXflm.. over there and 
that's when DacTand I batched over at the old home place. 

We had the Post office and the store. One of us stayed in 
the store while the other chores. One time dad sent me up 
to put on some beans and I didn't know about how many to put 
on. I thought a pint of red kidney beans wouldn't be too 
much . I put then ■* n a pot and they kept swelling and kept 
swelling and for long I hod every pot in the place full of 
beans. We had to send some over to mother and that is one 
lesson I learned about cooking. It's a good thing we cooked 
them before eating or we wouldn't be around... My mother 
took care of uncle Hugh that one winter. Dad hired Jiachcl 
■Showalter and Barney to come and do the cooking and help on 
the farm . Barney was one yeqr older than I was. He was £ 
on the fabm for a number of year. Th^s Mix boy that I could \ cn 
not remember his name was Cameron ' Mix . I think he was a twi n ^ 
to another Mix. Of course aunt EvIT" was there far a while 
but as I stated uncle Hugh couldn't get along well with the 
women folks bossing him around , but he could with the men 
folks. Uncle Hugh was likedby all over the county. People 
called him uncle Hugh whether they were any relation or not. 

He had a lot of bear stories he liked to tell. One story 
that Captain or somebody told on him. When he was a boy 
ho saw a hear and it started towards him and he took to 
running down over the hill about a half a mile and he crawled 
in a hollow log so the bear wouldn't see him. After uncle 
Hugh got n little older he knew that a bear did a little 
more trailii g by smell than by sight, he always said the way 
to get away from a bear if he attacked you it was best to climb 
a small tree for it was hard for a bear to reach apound to 
climb up seems as if that had happened a feww tirae6 in those 
days. Somebody would pick up a cub bear and th e old she 
hear would happen to he around there was a fight on their hands 
rirht then end there. Most of teSharps always enjoyed hunting 
and wild life. 

Let's see I think we came dewn to part of my dad's family. 

Ada being the oldest graduated from west Virgi nia •V/esle yan 
CbHege and went on to Argulia (spelling) up in j Ma&s » 

She t<ok a course in eloCli 11Sr', "and was very talented along 
that line and was very entertaining. After a few years she 
taup^t school at Slatyfor k. Then married Will Curtain of 
Baltimore. To that union v/"s born, Billj Curtain who was in 
World War 11 and v:..in r. 1 1 


mig Spring or isik mat m 
fishing territory but t\ey didn' 
u ~ to take that privilege nfter 
®nd some of them to witness a de 
made to my dad for some property 
that they should have a pn 
have but they didn't do anything 
and you might say that part 
giving and the 
°ver at the new 
Was small 
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lyfg M' IN DRIVES* IN Africa Sicily a d Italy and the 
front at Argonne and he came out alive but whb n very nervous 
type of nan after that. Another boy, Stanley became a 
school teacher and he and his wife wore both ochool teachero . 
There w >»3 .. daughter Clanmarried Bill Koene and probably 
still is there in Baltimore. They como out occouionally to 
Slatyfork to do a little hunting and so forth. 



My dad at one time owned seven of the best houses in 
C^ gpbclltown . When the Campbell Lumber co. went out of 
business dad heqrd about it and went over to Yeager who 
had charge of the sale of property. Dad bought the three 
houses on the hill used by the officials of the company and 
I think three or four houses over in town. He gave each one 
of us children a house. Of course Ada and Violet sold their 
houses and after so long a time Junior sold his, a few years 
ago my brother Si sold his house. Dad, during the depression 
sold one house to Woodell (he owned property around the hollow 
he wanted to trade for but dad sold him this property..So I'm 
t e only one that owns any property there in Cqjnpbelltown as 
of now. That' the middle house , lot two on plot three and 
so dad did quite a lot of investing. He lost in a lot of 
investments...coal mining, gold mining things of that sort. 

He invested inVegleyCosl company and Yeager bought a lot of 
coal lind in Kentucky, Ed Williamfe*8c J im Price was c onnected 
with it so dnd bought some stock in it and I bought some. But 
Dad's stock wa6 guaranteed” by the International Stock Food*(?) 


Co. He got most of hin money back. Trouble is the coal 
company left t 1 e property to be sold for taxes and either 
Yeager or Price or some of the folKs who are lawyers found 
a chance to make some money at it, whether they hung onto it 
or not or whether they lost their money. One time I invested 
in Q gji Pat ch^ Xq ctrie Railroad the first electric railroad 
train in this country that ran from Minneapolis to St. Paul, 

I invested S130.00 in it for I t‘ought it would eventually 
take over and be used in place of steam engines. Different 


ones who rode on it claimed it was wonderful and I guess it 
was alright but there is always somebody that knows how to 
buy out t>«e controlling interest, I also invested in Racer 
^sc Wheel and Rubber company which built an automobile wheel 
thotVac punc lure pr oof. It. had.a solid rubber tire about 
and inch and 0 half^Thiok on a rim and the rim fit down inside 
two di6cs and the innertube was the hub of the wheel and you 
rode on air yet there was no way to punoture the innertube. 

The only thing that could happen would be through friction. 

I happened to ride in a demonstrator car that had those wheels 
on. I happened to have two hundred and fifty dollars and I 
invested in that Disc compnay. Dr. Hutchison and several 
promxnnnt men of Richmond were officials of it and this racer 

Percent interest in the compnay and he went out 
to Cleveland or somewhere and he sold out the controlling 
interest to one of those tire companies and they knew that 

° to J uve ono tir * that would lost a lifetime of a 
car and they refused to put. it on the market and they did 

come around with some kind of dope that you could put inside 
an innertube that would fill U p any 
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©•all tack hole» but nevovth© lens 1 never did get very 
{ : ' r inventing for financial benefits. I have enjoyed 
^arming ind had n gasoline buaineas-American (ins nndhandled 
automobile supplies in t »e twenties nnd of course I sold 
°ut and turned my part over to dad and outside of the 

Parts etc. 6till have some racks etc that I had tires on* At one time 
^ robbers broke n window out and stole about three or four 
hundred dollars worth of tires, all that they could put in 
iheir car. We traced them, they went to Kentucky. The 
Policeman at that time wasn't too anxious to follow up like 
l he deal that we have today with the detective, so many of 
em of different kind6 that they probably would have caught 
UP with them. 

On the relatives on the Hannrh side, we have Forrest Hannah, 

William Hannah and Carrie Hannah lived at Valley Head. They 
were some of our realtions, they were cousins. They called 
my dad 'cousin'. Carries's mother must have married a 
Hannah, anyway she wasn't married and yet she carried the H 
Hannah name. I don't know whether they are related to Leah 
Hannah that bunch of Hannah's or not but t here were t 
PftlEid .H ann a h Vs . One on ourside was very religious and one on 
the other side didn't take much interest in church work but 
was more interested in land deals f and things of that 6ort. 

The two sets of Gibson's, on Elk. I t hink Jim Gib son and 
3ob Gibson and I think they had a brother"Sam who went out 
west and nev«*r ,l id come back so maybe we have come relatives 
out there. There were a lot of those Gibson boys. 

There were Sheltons and Jackson's. 
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Continuation of the "harp History--I keep running out of tape 
A~ I said I didn't have any points set down in order to keep 
the records to C ethcr as they should be. Speaking of my da d 
I would like to say that he started out in the mercantile 
business when he was twelve years old. He borr owed thi rty 
dollars from uncle ‘ Henry Hannah to buy th r£7 ca lves et ten 
ho lnrs a piece off of some Hannah. They had plenty of feed 
to winter them and dad wintered those calves and sold them 
the next fall for maybe twenty or twenty-five dollars profit 
on his serviccc for feedinr the calves. He probnblT^rrTyTee 
os much for them the next fall when he sold them. Go he went 

V nnd cellin ? them nnd made some money that way. 

; tlme the^C ho 0r y_l.umb er compnuy built a tram road 

trolly car s that wonTpulU ky 
- uT^They had to lay a w ooden flo or and a track out of 

lr 'T r7i.? U r?.. f T. V- * ruck ^ run onOTT order to haul the 
th r; wnniY?!!. 1 ? u and in that cction there ’ 

winter i Hi / r 1 ■ h °°r ' the o IT Jthe mountain nnd it was 

hook- «nd thin 1C ^.. nd Ulf ^ TT - '<1 to load thorn on with cane Cft/vT 

o? »ny e “ rt « th «* «ny ho~ts 




» W» r •* 
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( ’ny hoiatti to got thorn on t' o truck). I’ho mil la above 
the old muudow at the old home pl° c * Olntyfork. The 
Porto of the mill wore thoro up Into thn twontioo. Wo 
sold part of it no junk to o Junk doaler at Hlarkaburg. 

He wasn't t ere with them to »oe what they got- they wore 
not sup rocod to take tie blockn - the carriage blocko but 
they disappeared too. Whilo they were cutting the cherry 
timber all over Jllatyfork mountain and Buzzard mountain the 
mon that were dorrwTT^^»®T-t-of thing innisted on my dad 
Potting in a lit tlestore thor o in the lumber room. He got 
some rough lumber at the saw mill and put up a worehoun# or 
lumber room,'course later on t*ey built a ntoro• They 
bought tobacco and t 'ingo of that sort and got started into 
the morcantTTe buaineua that way. It enthuued him very much 
when he was making some money. He raised food on the farm 
to live off of and the stuff that he bought and Bold he 
considered that his. The funny port of it was in a way, 
he never once thought of asking uncl,e Henry Hannah how^ muqh 
interest he charged on the thirty dolla rs he borrowed and he 
just thanked him and of course l>ack at that time was probably 
about four per cent but four per cent was worth as much ss 
eight per cent now. But anyway that gave dad a start in the 
mercantile business and he built—-a store and ordered gooda 
from Baltimore and different wholaalers, The tobacco he 
ordered in drop shipments and he got it less than wholesale 
prices because of the quantity he bought not only bought 
furs andsold but bought b£j tl hides and bear hides and even 
wild animals such as pheasan ts and squirrels and beck at that 
time you could sell them. ^They brought a big price, the Jewo 
at that season of the year would pay top prices for them. 

Dad started buying wool and selling it to different companies 
that he wrote to ahd got prices and sometimes he would spend 
a half day with the wool buyer trying to close out the deal.. 
The./ brought wool from Randolph county and Webster county 
and Pocahontas into dad's store and so we had to une this old 
warehouse to put t e wool in and the barn and shed and he 
had to haul the wool to Marl inton to load in box cars toahip „ 
it Sway. Usually Jim u ib sorT'tlTe" Varner's - Marry and Sam 
Varner, the Shcltona and those people up there had a lot of 
horses and wago ns withthe big rac ks on them to haul hsyetc. 
so they could hauT'pretty big loads of wool. They ahul it 
in and load it at Marlinton to ship it to Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and those places so dad made some money on 
buying and oel 1 ’ og wool. And ho also bought t it nr - Bn fi and 
and ggliko-^senl, C^nseng was a plant the republic oT Chinm 
bought the most of it for medical purposes and some for good 
luck.. he roots of the gfnsnng when shaped like a man that 
brought ■» remium price for that me'jnt good luck and so he 
made some money off selling ginseng the wild roots. There is 
a lot of sport in diggin~ wild genseng, I tried it myself e 
time .or t/o with some other folks in a roiny time when we 

fi £e^r , /go“gc8cen^iJig.^ r,ythln f' nnd 006 would csyto another* 
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w ^ g**t our ^011 non/ boon rnrt nut. wo'D 00 ATI* M l G£NRl£NCi. 

(ltd ronnorod in the mercantile business and built up 
' Jjou honest trndc ind no I nnid people enme from Randolph, 
^••bnter md l’ocnhnnton county in to Bell thoir wool nnd 
buy their flour - dnd oven had n gri nt jp ill. At one time it 
belonged to Hrynon i Sri fTe n nnd he pot bo ho wasn't able to 
rur * the mill no Dad houpht the mill nnd got undo Sam 
r lih::on to run it until Die shaft or something tore up, :;o 

ti # i r I new mill put in nnd had the 121 hon ' a ( ? ) from Webster 
•>prini-a they were en r/ento rs anil had the nill designed and 
J-h y buil t t 10 shaft on* of wood. Dad ordered French burrs 
from France to tfriivT the corn men 3 nnd even corncobs for oil 
to feed the livestock. dut. the the corn ncnl was edible, 
be also out in 'volts 1 (?) where they could sift the wheat 
flour. The flour wns more or less dark, it didn't have all 
the vitamins taken out of it .and if you wanted to stick your 
tooth into a good biscuit with cow butter on it why, there's 
nothin' better than the bread made from the flour of the 
French burrs. This mill was run by w ater ^ugwer t the water 
went on t’ e inside of the drivewhoel instead of the overshot 

roill like my father-in lav/ hTTit up“MT Arbtfvale. ' 1 

Ho had 0 mill up there, .an overshot type of mill, that 
had buckets in nnd when they filled up the mill wheel moved* 
This new tyoo of * ill and ro forth, when it started up v/ould 
shako the whole building end you'd t ink it was going to 
tumbl down., it had :o iuch power about it. Anyway after 
::o long a time the business got sort of slack along line and 
we'd only grind maybe once a week and would haveunclo Sam 
Gibson grind one week ar.d maybe Dud the next.* V/e had to 

build a mill dan and a shoot for the water to run into.this •• 

wheel that furnished the power. 



And of course, my father rent into the general mercantile 
of "'ll tv/cs, re n iy made clothing, piece goods and groceries 
and hardware and anything you might need on the farm. Just 
mention it and he usually either had it or got it for you. 

D-'d also liked to sing, lie always maintained h pretty good 
choir it the church an developed a singing group that he 
would take to other churches to sing during revival meetings. 
■* ven t* e <]ou n t yfa i r, we won a plaque or a medal for being 
the b-gfft choir in Flic county, speaking about investments- I 
l ad 'JPJOToO* in the Pocahontas County Fair and it was like 
wOme of tho so other businesses. It was sold for taxes so 
T w : nut $rso.( 0 there but I enjoyed the fair. I took my 

fir;2t a mm by the n&m gj ftcofet- He 

was hauling riders »t the fair. My brother, Dave and I, 
my dad cuid, "Do you .all want to go Alp? 1 ^ We'“said, "Tea. M 
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We didn't know it, but th^ pilot wnc one of these fellows 
w ho nipped the battle a littJe hit and he told dad ns wo 
•' tm-ted to leave the ground, "I'm conns give them a real 
Cood ride. I'll play some stunts with them." 'dell, he 
did. Uo went up there and made a loop the loop once or 
twice and it seemed like we were just gonnn c° through the 
floorboard ns we came back down and as we went up we didn't 
know whether wc were conn-, stick on the upper side or not. 
Course we were strapped in, but we enjoyed that ride and it 
'•os a small plane. Wc landed safely. 

Most of the rest of the family and my wife especially have 
' riden a jet plane. She went to Chicago, I believe when 
Brian was born. She enjoyed the ride on the plane, it 
was comfortable even though she was aorta scared to start 
out. 

further, in regard to my dad, he was like my great uncle 
Hugh Sharp; he had a lotta bees. Dad studied scientific 
methods of taking care of bees. He advertised the basswood 
or white lynn honey throughout the state and built up a 
reputation of being the best flavored honey ever produced 
in the state of West Virginia. In a few years time the 
state decided the bee business was growing to such an 
extent that they needed to have some overseers and in¬ 
spectors to try to take care that they wouldn't get 
disease and the people wouldn't have to get out of the 
bee business. So they came to see my dad to be one of 
the bee in spectors. Mp. Massey from Wheeling, W. Va. 
was to ^e chairman of the^Bee inspectors, so dad had to 
spend quite a bit of time during the summer months in¬ 
specting bees. If they found foul brood either European 
or the regular foul brood, the instruction then was to 
destroy the hive and the bees. The honey was supposed 
to h-ive been edible and no harm in eating the honey. 

What they were trying to prevent was the spread of the foul 
brood and they are still trying to do the same tting 
today. We found out from experience that if you kept 
the bees watered, the bees like to have water for the young 
bees, and you put salt in the water and sometimes salt 
around the hives it seemed to protect them to a certain 
extent from taking foul brood. Of course there is a 
d.\ I'ference in thebreed of bees. The . Itali an bees were 
as mean as they ever get, about like yellow jackets. They 
were good housekeepers and would keep the weevils and 
worms cleaned out where a black bee would just accept them 
as part of the family and let them go ahead and destroy the 
brood and eat up the beehive. That's still true today. 

My dad was always active iri church work. He was layleader 
elass leader of the church. !!e and B rice Griffi n and 
uncle naj n Gib son and Sam ^ Ha nnah. my6el"? and two or three 

irV'bhe wxnter^lim ^ 6 numher that wcnrld be at prayer meeting 

* when the snow was deep. When it was 
pretty a lot of folks would come out to prayer meeting 
hack then that wouldn't have time or think about it today. 
They would rather stay home and watch television. 
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NOV, or cours- wo mention*.! nbout A fits'* onrocr. Vlol.t 
Kufutt Nsrklsnd who finally b.o.mo v la.-prnnltt.nt 
°r •smistnnt vlo.-prenid.ntl of tho C. nnd O rntlrosd. Thofo 
* position that oouain flaw Whnn^af % M Uhtaper nlno r»i\- 
ro.idcro finally attain«-l ~toT! My broth**-in-lnw, »<ufu. 

dind with heart trouble acvcrnl yearn if.o. My ntatei 
lived by heraelf for a number of yearn and finally decided 
to eell out and flo to the Methodiot llerm i tar.« • S*»» to 

pay, l believe, ten thounnnd dollarn invent in the Hermit >|'» 

Plus about on hundred and uovonty-fIvo dollar* a month Tor 
room nnd board for us lonp au uh* liven. Of oourne, oba r.ot 
all of the needed nursing f ioilitloK if she had to k.o into 
the hosnital, they have hospital nervtceri on the third floor. 

Ml she* had to do io nick U|> the telephone and call the nurno 
and she would bo there in u minute nr two if nh« were oiok 
or needed help. f.he wan very much satisfied with Ihta nort 
of a uot-up. She could still keep her own car and come and 
CO un she pleased. That'll fine, wo thought we had something 
oimilnr to tiiat here in Wool Virginia and when wo voted on 
it nt the Mot odiut conference, wo thought It wart for the 
ministers of the goapelu, retirod and the laymen, retired 
and didn't have n home to c° to. They could live in this 
Methodist Hermitage or pl®®« nnrt liVB ,,nM I'ractically free. 

'Course that was before nodal security and that sort of 
thine enm* into efroct, but today if you own property, you 
hove to disposo of it and turn it over to them and pay them 
probably two hundred dollnru a month for room nnd hoard, 
something on the sumo order of what my nioter haw in Hich- 
mond, V<.. She inspected three different plncon, nhs check¬ 
ed in Cincinnotti and V/.Vn. and Richmond. Violet married 
a mighty good man, they seldom come any bettor. Their non, 
started out to nturiy to ho a doctor, ho finnlly oddod up 
working For on electrical com; any. He in working for 
Mrignavox now an sort of a or.lou managor and of courno, hio 
wife toacheu nchool at timou :nd they had two chtldron, Ann 
and .John. Ann married a Znrr ,u painter contractor who work a *'FpK 
for his dad nnd he's a ni*co Tol low. They nil ooijm to he doing 
pretty well. ^ 

Nov/ my si/; ter, C;mpl.n t di in tho flu epidemic during the ft rat 
world 1 v//ir when i he w r, n eighteen years old. 11 he took some¬ 
thing like tonailli1un or dtpl h^rln nnd they lnnccrd her throat 
nnd che took blood poinonihf* They didn't have otroptomi can 
or ponocillnn or anything liko th:jt to kx 1 111 like they do to¬ 
day. fJh* 4 would [ robably be living today If they had thin kind 
of medical treatment. 

Iz for mynelf, I have one girl r»nd two hoyn. Hnmonn liver, it 
Pnrkorrburc# 'lhe went to school nt Morrla Harvey »nd nli;o want 
to school nt Mnrlinton High School and i’oen High School# She 
graduated at Marietta Collage nft#*r «ha wan married and in now 
teaching music in several elementary schools# She goes from 
one cchool to another nnd she liken it real woll in dealing 
with the children. They iiaern to be no enthused over nong* that 
they sing nnd that nort. The olrtent boy of kamona end Tom, 
framena married Tom Shipley a chemical engineer at the Dupont 
plant and did work at. the Dupont plant at Belle, John grad¬ 
uated from school and he i« now a clothing store manager In 
3t# Louis. He married Cindy, I forget her father and mother's 
n^mo but she ia a real nice, quiet girl. They have a eon, 

Jeremy that would be my groat grandson. 


(/V'> 
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Totnaa Alan i» still in school and he is taking what you 
mi £ht the Hollywood type of training of being in plays 
«nd movies and singing. He has a wonderful voice and 
has won two or three scholorships on that. The younger 



boy f David, he looks more like the Sharp's than the other 
two boys. He is at West Virginia University now. 

(END SIDE FIVE ) 

(side SIX) 


WHERE I LEFT OFF...I think I told the history of my 
daughter, Ramona. Then there comes Ralph and Evan. 

Ralph served a term in the army during the Korean War. 

He married Rogena Davis. They had four children of this 
union, Vickie, the oldest, Brian and Kathy and Diane. 
They bought a house, a fancy home in Albany Georgia. They 
been down, that was the second time..he had a job with 
Gravley Tractor company as an engineer and he was trans¬ 
ferred down there to manage the plant in Albany Georgia. 
The chance of promotion didn't appear too good and the 
suggestions that he made in regard to the company and 
the new motors that they were putting out and he decided 
that if they weren't going to pay any attention to his 
suggestions that he would look out for another job. He 
did, he went back to Chicago and while he was in Chicago 
he went to school and worked for a draftsman there in 


Chicago before he got t is job with Giavley and the man 
he worked for there in Chicago hired him back ar.d he got 
a job for another company and Ralph worked for him for 
a few years in making this remote over televisionusing 
cassettes in the television in place of the current pro- 
C r so ‘f ynu wanted to you just slip in a cassette and 
lio.l cn to your own programs. Tt w-s getting along pretty 
gaod rr.d lerrs Roebuck was supposed to be distributors for 
it but Ralph told them that if they didn't shvke a leg a 
bit and put out more production and try to perfect some of 
the 'bugs' in the system it wasn't going to work. Ralph 
v/ec right much to stand up for what he thought was right; 
so he quit there and went out to Fountain Valley in Calif, 
working for one of his old bosses he used to work for there 


in Chicago• He is vice-president or manager of production 
of this bearing plant where they make bearings for airplanes 
tine motors of that sort and they have more orders than they 
fill. .'hen be went, out there he had to hunt for a place 
to lj.v^r and when you are so far up in the company you have 
to buy for prestigious sake and had to live in a fairly decent home 
so 1 tiink he overbought there in Fountain Valley..paid too 
much for t ; is big house which is much bigger than they of course 
needed. ,hen the prices of utilities and everything went up 
it made it quite difficult for Ralph to take care of the one 
family in Mbany Georgia anti he married n Nanc y Darby % a quiet 
ty e i er:,on and they have one son, Richard in Fountain Valley 
California. be don't hear from them very often since they 
are that far away and T don't get to see them so very often . 

So far they are making good and the children, fiogena is 
r91 - ln J ^ rc nuking.good grades, one of them is going to school 

° 1 ' Virginia an;. I think Brian wantj to go to Charlottes- 
vi’le. ° 



(SIDK MX CONTINUED) 


V 


'll 


Brinn atarta college next yrnr. lie got « acholnrahip. 

He wont to tho governor ’u conference and made erodes 
that justified t> at flort of thin/;. 

Now, Kvan went to school at Poca then to V/est Virginia 
•'Hate for one year. He couldn’t get the subjects there thnt 
he wanted to talco *ior he wanted to be A forester. He went 
on to West Virginia University and practically worked his 
own way through school. We helped him out as we could. 

He graduated- During the summer months he worked with 
Mr. Dailey up in locahontos county, trapping turkeys, wild 
life-tagging them and trying them loose etc. He was at the 
camp over at Albon on Anthony's creek. Later on he got a 
job with the Virginia forestry division. They liked his 
work there and they hired him full time when he graduated 
Iron h'.V.U. He was over in Kockinghum County out frbm 
Staunton for.,a couple of years, bought a home and had to cell 
it when he rot n promotion and wao sent over to Madison in the 
eastern part of the state. He was put in charge of a 
district of three counties, I don’t know if I can name the 
counties; Madison was one arid two other adjoining counties. 

ThiL. year ho Ins set out 500,000 trees, he and some high school 
boy so he had to work long hourc to do that. His wife, 
daughter of Mr. McCutchcon and the sister of Calvin McCutcheon 
n Met ho ir.t circuit rider you night soy - he preferred to 
preach to the country people and has a charge up around 
Webster Curings, Craigcville and that section and has won 
server:. 1 plaques or medals for outstanding v/ork for serving 
the young people ns well ns O c old people of his charge. 

That .iort of taken care of my family. 

I might ray that my dad was quite a worker in the church. 

Of course, K-.nonn, Ralph and livan all sang in church choirs 
well as myself. I .war. iri hopes of raising a quartet of 
my own but they soon married off and moved away rind that 
didn’t seem to work out v^ry well. 

Come of the other things that. T left out regarding the history 
of the .Sharp's. On my mother's side of the houco. She was 
a Morgan and my grandmother was a Ramsey. My references mad e 
here to the Ramsey reunion history give the history of the 
Pamacy 1 5 : on my mothers side. They have a reunion «t a place 
they built at Alvon near the Methodist church there especially 
for their reunion - a sheltor. My grandfather, the preacher, 
di*d before I war horn. J did know his brother, uncle Clone (?) 
I.is brother, he married a sister of Mrs Hodges, I believe. Their 
daughter married a Luudermilk. .7 delated to the the .Sampson 1 -. 
Donne' and the \'A\ rngors and ’./arc's quite n number of folks 
around ; *oncev*rte• • ftharwnod, one of the Sherwood boys became 
proc : er. Dqn Sherwood was a railroader, he and his wife 

Ware was grandmother Ldith Morgan's sister* I think 
daughter's married a lioone.. Roy Boone, Rankin 
doone, /cl don and Ldith Hoone of theBoone Family 
us# 1 think aunt SaYTyfth n are and my grandmother 
Morgan acted an midwives during the births of p?rha'ps^myseTT - 

and rny brothers and si stern. Of course there were no doctor's 
close. Dr. Gamer 


01** ov er at Mace. Ur. Jim fcrice and 
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nnnt Gaily 
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I tni ht »ay that Dr. Camero n oi Mace owned one of the first 
gteaw nutnmnhi 1 Pfi~ in~ then hte of_W« V« * He had one thnt 

used kerosene to heat up the boiler for 


W.13 


run by steam f - - . , ., 

Steam he could m>ke seventy-five, ei.-hty or ninely miles on 

Hour with thnt thinj. It looked a wh ole lot like a jeep. 

Our first lutomohile that we owned whs a Gtudobaker and I 
had to huvc cushions l'ut behind me to reach the pedals to he 
able to drive it. '.'hen T bou-ht the thins; , Dud went over 
to town and old m-.n Hurr l et dad dr i ve t.bft t v i i^ around ^town 
for i v .r>ut thirty minutes" and turned him loose to drive the 
‘bin;* horn® ov r the wi^n roads, dirt roads. Thnt’s the 
way y -> 1 ;.rned to drive back in those days. '<e didn't have 
to h;iv<> • license for a f.w yc-rs there 'til they z ot some 
better ro ,<j F . : > n H there v/ouldhe some chance of speeding nnd 
bavin * wrecks. If you were going twenty or twenty-five miles 
arid lour you were going at a high speed over those roads. 


t&A- 



lack at the tir.° ny wife and I were married, I had bought a 
i: • ; ’t ir automobile not. lony before drove it to , 

Karlin ton and put it in n c nr ' , *3'? there^and fcode the train 
u. to arrd Genevieve's dad met us up there in his 

model "T" Ford and took us on over to the Orndorff home 
for the ni *ht. rot. married the next day about eleven 

o'riock. ’-Jr* '/ere starting to Washington D. C. on our 
honcynoon and there were mud roads up there then. Moody, 
Genevieve' s brot or, to messed up the horses and put the 
spreaders on and chnirs-log chains and went on down the 
road about .a quarter of 1 mile and was waiting t ere 'til 
we came along to fas.ter to the old model "T" in order to 
got through the mud hole. Go Moody c°t U P on the radiator. 

My wife and I were itting in the back seat and we had 
dad uf front - he v chauf f r •'irr^.pfr we v/ere riding in 
style fch.r.; onc-m—n-out on the radiqJ;o-r-as conductor, 
flagman or soziethirur driving n -team. After we got out of the 
mud hole, of course v/e made it all right over to Cass. 

got on t 1 e train there at Canr, and E°i n C down the Green¬ 
brier river down near betoga or thereabouts, a' freight 
train had wrecked and upset about ten or fifteen cars of 
coal. So v/e had to c et our baggage and tromp throuch the 
briers and weeds and walk nbout n half a mile around this 
wreckage. The railroad company had sent another passenger 
train up to meet us to take us on into Ronceverte. We made 
it into Ronceverte but we were about to be a little too late 
for the train to Washington D.C. V/e took a berth of course, 
it seemed we had to take an upper berth. While she went to 
the dressing room to dress, I went ahead and went to bed and 
I kept looking out the curtains, for her-. She kept delaying 
and delaying and here.her sister and another girl had taken 
a machine or a needle and thread and sown her gown all up, 
and she couldn't get inside of it, so she had been sitting 
in there in the train rocking backwards and forwards trying 
to cet those stitches out .o she could get her gov/n on..I 
thought her heart had failed her^ but she finally ap >eared. 
Lo wc- 1 mded in Washington the next morning, snent a few 
days there looking around at th*» .-ir'-ts, the museum of 
history and that sort of thing then came on back home. 





v® wore rone about two or throe feet or snow nno 
r *llon f Uhon we came to Marlinton T called home to my 

m °ther fo oee how the rondo wore and she sold thebe' hadn't 
anybody over them for two'or throe doyo and ' the.* m?ll 
hadn’t even run. She said I # d better go to'the hotel and 
Qt ay that night and wait until next day to see if the roads 
°Pened up. But I went over to C. J. Richardson’s and bought 
a shovel, I had this new car eo wo ctarted out. - o made it 
Elk mountain alright and coming down Elk the wind had 
bl ©wn the snow and drifted it over top of the fence along 
°anh side. I juct kinds butted my way through the snow. It 
w *e n kind of soft,fluffy-1ike sno ' but it was hard down in- 
Finally made *1 way through. My mother was over at the 
new home fixing our wedding dinner for us, she wasn’t ex- qV 
Pecting us co I stopped over at the old place, called over yMj 
asking if everything was all right. Che asked, ’’Where are 
you?” I told her we were over at the old place and she 
wanted to know how we ever got there. Of course, we 
started across the graveyard hill and the snow had dr:ft^d 
clerr over and you couldn’t tell where the road was going 
down the other side. But drivin’ made a road through and we 
got there. There were n lot of our friends and loved ones 
cane on anyway and v/e had n very nice wedding party. That’s 
been fifty ye^rs ^go ^nd we’ve lived happily together for 
fifty years. My health hns been bad for the last three or 
four year* and I don’t eVpedt to have too long to stay here. 

With the type of disease T have the doctor’3 are doing the 
best they can to care of it. I’ve been in the hospitul 
three timoj now in the 1-st year and am still not able to 
Cet out and stir oround much. I’M Btill thankful the Lord 
has spared ou. lives this long and give us hope of eternity. 
We’ve had lots of friends that have been very kind to us and 
we hope to meet them someday, whether in this life or the 
life to come. 

There are many more things perhaps* I should say.r On my wife's 
side of the house there are several preachers. Two of her 

sister’s married preachers. Stella married Hillary Finch and 
Gaynelle married Ollie Heavcner, a United Brethern preacher. 
Mary, a sister has a boy Billy is a Presbyterian preacher. 
Stella and Hillary’s two boys were preachers,.one of them a 
part time preacher. He w Q s with IBM and war making more money 
in the sales field and of course liked to take care of hie 
family. As a preacher I understand they got up good sermons 
and all like that, the Lord bless him and bring him back to 
the ministry where he belongs. It seem6 like we all have 
our troubles. Genevieve’s sister, Eloise lost her husband 
little over a year ago. He died in Waynesboro Va. Marie lost 
her husband several years ngo but she managed to raise her 
family, a very good family, one of them has an airplane taxi 
in Lemisburg, If you wanted to go somewhere in a hurry, he 
would take you. So I married into a good religious family 
and the Sharp's Ramsey’s and the Morgan’s were all considered 
very nice people. Fordy Morgan was uncle Tom Morgan’s son 
and tie went to Washington D.C. and had some children. We have 
relatives scattered all over the United States, I reckon. 

c)iO^>c to remain sinrle rather than get married. Dave owns 
tht store building at Slutyfork and has somebody to operate it 
The jev/olry rop in Cincinnatti, he repairs watches etc. He 

?* r ; 1 * * Sylvia they have an adopted daughterthat 

- von or ul girl an d hne beon a great halo to the. and a 

fTia a 11 t w 1 
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n e<rl y June, 19?1# Ivan Sharp returned home to f.lntyfork 
irom his studies nt West Virgina Wesleyan College, His 
father, L. D. had plans for him. He was to take Si, Paul 
anci Creoln Sharp to Arbovnle for J.H. Hall's Singing School. 
They would drive there in the‘*.ttudebakcr- and t-opm ijitb IJrs. 
Summers Sutton- for the week. 

local girl, Genevieve Orndorff, was also attending the 
school. Sometime during the week, Ivan asked to drive'her 
home. She suggested they walk. The unpaved North Fork road 

J.H. Orndorff's home was verYi: nuddy • 


Ivan Sharp became accustomed to the road to Genevieve's door. 
In the next t ren y-ars he v/ould make numerous Sunday trips, 

arriving in time for church, to spend the day with Genevieve. 
In 19?3, under 'in apple tree, he proposed marriage*. J # B. 

and Cora Ella (Ervin) Orndorff g n ve their blessing. 


February, C , 192^, Ivan Lilburn Sharp and Jeesie Genevieve 

c-ndorff W ere married in the front parlor of the Orndorff 

home.it eleven in the morning: Reverand Hairis, Methodist 

minister of Arbovale charge, officiating with Mary Margaret 

Orndorff and Si Sharp in attendance. .Martha, the organist, 

> * 

played the traditional wedding march for the processional 

down stairway and hall. The bride was dressed in a blue 

» 

suit with grey squirrel collar, grey shoes and grey silk 

hosej the groom in a blue serge suit. The guests were served 

a turkey dinner after the ceremony. (Some members of the 

family missed the ceremony- Eloise Orndorff, age six, was 

behind the stove crying.... Lila Orndorff and Aunt Lola 

Sheets had gone to the well.).... (Lola was probably trying 

to get the sugar from her hands for she had helped *ice' 
nine cakes.) 




y 


V/in .nnd Genevieve planned to honeymoon in VJushincton, 

C, They did. In that week, Woodrow Wilson passed away, 
'■'^itevieve remembers the pallor over the city. They visited, 
the **i thc.oni-.n, the Congressional Library and the Zoo. 

°<?ncvieve hid never seen a lc.^^ord; the one she sow at 
t *‘ e '-otional Zoo .resented her with an indeliabl® souviner, 
claw a. irks on a brand-new silk umbrella. 

For Ivan's recollections, here are his recorded memories 
taped in November 197^: "hack at the time my wife and I 
Wf? re married, I had bought n new Star automobile. I drove 
it to Marlin ton and put it in n garage. We rode the log 
train up to Cass, Genevieve's dad met us there in his model 
"T" Ford and took os on over to the Orndorff home for the 
night. We got married the next day about eleven o'clock. 

We started to '/nshingtor D.C. on our honeymoon and there 
were mad roads up there then. Moody, Genevieve's brother, 
harnessed u; the horses and put the spreaders on and chains, 
log chains, and wont on down the road about a quarter of a 
mile and was waiting there 'til we came along to fasten the 
old model "T" in order to get through the mud hole. Moody 
got u- on the radiator. I'.y v/ife and I were sitting in the 
back seat and v;e had my dad up front, chaufferirig. We were 
riding in style with a ran on the radiator conducting us 
through the mud with a team of horses! After we got out 
of t e mud hole, we made it all right over to Cass. V.'e got 
on the train there at Cosv and going down the Greenbrier 
river sown near ’./atoga or thereabouts, a freight train had 
wrecked and upset about ten or fifteen cars of coal. So we 
had to jet our baggage and tronp through the briers and weeds 
and walk about a half a mile around this wreckage. The 
railroad company had sent another passenger train Up to meet 
ur to take us on into Ronceverte. V/e made it into Ronceverte 
but were about a little too late for the train to Washington, 
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took /» berth of course, it ceemod we had to take an upper 
berth. 'JhiZe she went to the dressing room to dress, I wont 
''head and went to bed and kept looking out the curtains for 
hsr. Che kept deluying and delaying and here- her sister and 
another girl had taken n machine or a needle and thread and 
sown her gown all up and she couldn't get inside of itl Che 
had been sitting un there in the train rocking backwards and 
forwards trying to get those stitches out so she could get 
her gown on.....I thought her heqrt had failed her, but she 
finally appeared. " 

"We landed in Washington the next morning, spent a few days 
there looking around at the sights, the Museum of History 
and that sort of thing and then came on back home#" 

'•While we were gone about two or three feet of snow had 
fallen. *hen we came to Marlinton I called home to my 
mother to see how the roads were • Che said there hadn't 
been anybody over them for two or three days and the mail 
hadn't even run. Che said I'd better go to the hotel and 
stay that night and wait until next day to see if the roads 
opened up.. But I went over to C. J. Richardson's and bought 
a shovel, I had this new car so we started out. We made it 
u« Elk mountain all right and corning down Elk the wind had 
blown t c snow nnd drifted it over top of the fence along 
e »ch side. I just kinda butted my way through the snow. It 
a kind of soft, fluffly-li' e snow but it was hard down inside. 

t - 

T/e finally mode our way through. 11 , 

" M y mother w-»s over at the new home fixing our wedding dinner 
for un. She wasn't expecting us so I stopped over at the 
old place, called over asking if everythinc was all right. 

'’he '-r.kcd, ".here are you?" T told her we were over at the 
old place and she wanted to know how we evtir got there. Of 
course, we started over the *mveyard hill and the snow 
ha* ^rifted clear over --nd you couldn't tell where the 
rood war ~oir.- down the other ride. 2ut drivin' made a 
rood t» rnu -h >n-’ we t| ere. There were a lot of our 
friends and loved onnr Mho come on anyway nnd we had a 
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Vcr * "ice weddinc party. That* 6 been fifty yeorn ago nnd 
WL ‘'ve lived hn. i'ily together for fifty yearo." 

Ivnp. Lilburn Sharp WuS horn at Slatyfork, July 27, 1900 , 
c °n of Luther David nnd I.nura Jane (Morgan) Sharp. He 

died March 22, 1975 nnd is buried at the Ch^rp Ccmetary 

* 

• n t Gl.atyfork* Jessie Oenoviove (Orndorff) Sharp was 
torn in Arbov.ale, August 5, 1905 -and now re-ides in Waynes¬ 
boro, Virginia. Ivan and Genevieve had three children: 

Ranona Irene Sharp Shipley born at Slatyfork August 26, 1928, 
Ralph Myers Sharp born at Myers Clinic, Philipi* April 7, 1935* 
-van Lilburn Sharp born at Myers Clinic, PhilipDecember 
28, lo4o died November 1?, 1975* 










RANDOLPH MORGAN 


The Morgans were of Welch decent, having cot)e from Wales and 
Se ttled in Virginia. 

Randolph Morgan was born in Rappahannock County, Virginia on 
A Pril 2 , 1815. He came to Greenbrier County in company with Noah 
Morgan about 1833. Their relationship is not known, but it was not 
father and son. 

Randolph Morgan lived two miles below Ronceverte. It is said 
that he had the first flour mill in the town. He was married to 
Rollie "Mary” Myres, also of Irish decent. She was a sister of 

I 

Charles Myres. They lived near Ronceverte in the Irish Corner, 
District. Pollie Myres was born in 1810. 

The children of Randolph and Pollie Myres Morgan were: 

(ages according to 1880 census) 

(1) Albert born 1841 

(2) Charles Lewis born 1844 

(3) Samuel Craft born July 8, 1847 

(4) Columbus born 1851 

(5) Virginia 

(6) Unknown child 










ALBERT MORGAN 



Albert Morgan was born in 1041 in Greenbrier County. On 
Au 9ust 24, 1865 he was married to Rebecca Whanger (born 1847), the 
da hghter of David and Nelly Whanger. She was born in Greenbrier 


County, 

The following children's initials were listed in the census 
°* 1880. 


M. E. 

Female 

13 

years 

S. E. 

Male 

12 

years 

E. A. 

Female 

8 

years 

V. S. 

Female 

6 

years 

A. L. 

Male 

3 

years 

S. F. 

Female 

1 

year 


Added to this are two known children: Ernest and Grace. 


Grace Morgan was born October 19, 1886 and died in a Thomar,villi 
N. C. nursing home in November, 1974 after a long illness. She was 
married to Benjamin B. Brown. She was buried in the Ketron Cemetery 
near Ronceverte. Survivors include four sons: Guy of Indian Valley 
Covington, Va.; Ben B. and Archie, both of Highpoint, M. C. ; 

J*. three daughters: Mrs. Pauline Ford of Earlehurst, Va.; 
Mrs. Gladys Brisendine of Westwood, Covington, Va.; and Mrs. Margare 


Young of Clifton Forge, Va. 
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COLUMBUS MORGAN 

^-°lumbus Morgan was born in 18 51. He was married to Malinda 

Howard 

w no was born in 1856. Columbus died in 1927 or 28. 

They were the parents of two daughters according to the census 
and are listed as: 

N. A. Female 2 years 

M. F. Female 1 year 

A son was born later. His name was Ford E. Morgan. He was 
living at 330 Maryland Ave., N. E., Washington, D. C. in 1944. 

Columbus Morgan was living in the Fort Spring District when the 
census was taken in 188 0. 




/ 




Randolph Morgan - 6 
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VIRGINIA MORGAN 



Virginia Morgan was 21 years old when she married Charles T. 
Holliday, also aged 21 years. The marriage date is not known by me. 
He was a son of Israel E. and Mary Holliday. Charles was a farmer. 
They were both born in Greenbrier County. Charles and Virginia were 
the parents of a daughter, Mary Susan, who married John Ramsey. 

Virginia Morgan's second marriage was to Andrew Hutchinson. 
Their children that can be remembered are: 

(1) Sam married Anna(?) Green 

(2) Charles 

(3) Barbara Ann married Ed Morgan 

(4) Nancy Jane married Fink 


/ 

t 



Randolph Morgan - 7 
Samuel Morgan - 1 
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SAMUEL CRAFT MORGAN 

Samuel Craft Morgan was born near Ronceverte on July 8, 1847. 
died January 7, 1898. He was married on February 21, 1872 (note: 
Gr eenbrier County Court House records show January 21, 1872) to 
H. Ramsey by M. L. Lacy. She was born near Ronceverte on 
December 20, 1855, the daughter of William and Sallie Meade Ramsey. 

The following children were born to this union: 

(1) Laura J. Morgan born March 31, 1874 

(2) William Columbus Morgan born March 15, 1876 

(3) Sarah Virginia (Ninnie) Morgan born February 15, 1878 

(4) Edgar Randolph Morgan born April 18, 1882 

(5) Lena Florence Morgan born December 17, 1896 

The following is from an obituary notice: 

Rev. Samuel C. Morgan, of the Greenbrier Circuit, M. E. Church, 
whose injuries by his horse falling on him, were noted in these columns 
some weeks ago, died last Friday morning, January 7, 1898, at 11 o'clock 
at the home of George W. Whiting, near Falling Spring, of pneumonia. 

years *.se^k 

Mr. Morgan, while seriously hurt by his accident, would have recov¬ 
ered had he not suffered exposure by lying for several hours in the 
weather before he could make anyone hear his cries for assistance. 

This exposure developed pneumonia, but we understand that he was 
improving slowly until one week before his death, when he was moved 
from Mr. Abraham Snedegar's to Mr. Whiting's, a distance of some six 
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Samuel Morgan - 2 
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or seven miles. The change from a warm room to the outside air exerted 
P«rhaps an injurious effect upon his wejfakened frame, and he could not 
r *lly from the shock. 

We give below from the pen of J. W. Sampson, a brief sketch of 
• Morgan's life. 

"Rev. Samuel Craft Morgan, the subject of this article, was born 
on the 8th day of July, 1847, in Greenbrier County, near the location on 
which the town of Ronceverte now stands. He was the third son of 
Randolph and Pollie Morgan, and on his mother's side sprang from among 
the oldest citizens of Greenbrier — the old Myres family. Deceased 
was converted at a protracted meeting conducted by Rev. Addison Weller 
of M. E. Church, South, at old Pleasant Grove school house, in the 
Coffman neighborhood, in the year 18 66. From the time of his con- 
version to the day of his death, he was an active and zealous worker 
in the church. He was licensed as a local preacher in the M. E. 

Church in the year 1887, and in 1888 was received on probation in the 
Virginia Annual Conference of the same church. His first pastoral 
charge was the Edray^ circuit (in 1889 in Pocahontas County), where 
he remained the full time limit of five years after which he was 
appointed to the Greenbrier circuit, where he served until called 
from labor <r > 

Bro. Morgan was a kind friend and neighbor, a— kind —£*i-end_aad 


neighbor, a raithful and loving husband and father, and above all 
e.se, was a raithful, self-denying, crossbearing servant of his Divine 
Master. He labored faithfully for the salvation of precious souls. 


Randolph Morgan - ') 

Samuel Morgan • 3 

y\\ 

nd f °r tha •ilvancamant of ths ohuroh of hia choice, an a ministar 
ft>1 n *«rly alovnn yaara, and diod at hia pOlt of duty. Doubtloaa 
t,K ’ Maatar said, "It la enough, coma up highar." "Mark tha upright 
mAn «nd boho Id the Just, for tho and of that man in peace." Wo mourn, 

Ut n °t aa thoae who have no hopa, for thia groat looa to tho church, 
^•liaving an wo do that our loan in hia groat gain. Wo extend to the 
*’*’*onvod wife and children our warmest nyinpa thian, and exhort them to 
follow the example of tholr beloved one, and trust in Him who promiuad 
to ba a father to tho orphan and a husband to tho widow." 

The following appeared in a Greenbrier newspaper: 

A Dream 

Our hoveridgo correspondent writes of a curious dream 
which aoemed to have a quick fulfillmunt in the death of a 
Methodiat minister sometime ago. He says: 

"In tho death of Rev. S. C. Morgan, whose obituary 
appeared in the Wo n t V irgi nia Nows, wu realize a great loss. 

While some do not pay any attention to droamu, many reflect 
ovor Bro. Morgan's dream the night before ho preached hie last 
sermon at thin place and which he related at that time. 

Me dreamed he wan on the bank of the Greenbrier River, 
opposite tho old homestead, not far from the present site of 
Monrevarto. lie saw tho old birch tree to which he used to hitch 
hl» canoe, but: hia canon was gone* Ho wanted to got across but 
HIM not know how. He saw a boat up tho river, but it was not the 










Morgan - 


b °* t used to havo. In some way ho cronnad, ho maid, 
ot know how, but on thu other Hide ha mat him father, 
®«n dead Home time. 




but did 
who had 


Ho said he did not know, but it might bo thot hia earthly 
st *y wa 3 short.” 

Poll 6 ReV ' S * C * MOrgan Wa9 buried nt the Oak Grove Cemetery. 

Wing hls death, the church was renamed Morgan Memorial Church. 
i,ls wife was buried at hi3 sido . shQ died SQptombor 25f 1932 

at the h 

onio 0 f her son> w c> Morgan of Lobelia. Her second marriage 

was to flu , 'C-ib'/fO/ 

• Wesley Irvin^of Edray who preceded her in death. A week 
before ho 

r death, she suffered a stroke of paralysis. 

children of the Rev. S. C. and Edith Ramsey Morgan will 

n ° W be Presented. ». , .. 
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Randolph Morgan - 11 
Samuel Morgan - 5 
Laura Morgan Sharp - 1 



LAURA JANE MORGAN 

Laura Jane Morgan was born March 31, 1874 near Ronceverte. 

She died at her home at Slaty Fork, Pocahontas County, October 17, 
*932. She had been ill for many months with heart disease and com¬ 
plications. she was buried in the Sharp family cemetery, the funeral 
being conducted from the Slaty Fork Church by Rev. T. H.Taylor. 

On February 16, 1893 she united in marriage with Luther David 
Sharp, born June 8, 1872 at Slaty Fork, the son of Silas and Sarah 
Hannah Sharp of the "Old Field" on Elk. "L.D." died March 13, 1963 
and was buried in the Sharp cemetery. The following was taken from 
his obituary notice. 


"Mr. Sharp was the only son of his parents. At the early age of 
12, he started his mercantile business, buying and selling fur, live¬ 
stock, and merchandise. For many years his merchandise was hauled froti 
Millboro, Virginia, and Beverly by covered wagons. Mr. Sharp was the 
first Postmaster of Slatyfork and gave it its name when the office was 
opened. He loved to fish and hunt, killing his last deer at the age 
of 39. He was one of the first group of apiary inspectors in W. Va., 
and raised bees to produce the famous Pocahontas County white lynn 

"L.D." as he was affectionately called by his close friends, 
helped organize and was a charter member of the Slatyfork Methodist 
Church. He was a lover of sacred music and organized the Slatyfork 
Choir, well known ir. Pocahontas and surrounding counties for its 



Randolph Morgan - 12 
Samuel Morgan - 6 
Laura Morgan Sharp - 2 
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* r * * ••cond marriage was to Mabel ^Hansf ord ^ ^ \ 

c hildron of L.D . and Laura Sharp are listed below. They 
a 11 

er 'iled WeBt Virginia Woslyan College except Creola. 

78H> till- J ohnson 


a) 


Ada 


Their children: 


^< < A > 


Donald married Lcxie 


and lives in 


n d,*j aiP***^^ Portland, Oregon. Child 


<3 


r/v. 


ren: Paul, Linda, Donald Jr 


• i 


-AT 


, fa* sy 


(B) 


and Bruce. \ . 

( 'yvitij 

Helen married Eugene Hannah, the son of Lee and 

% 

Virginia Daft Hannah. Widowed Helen lives at 
Slatyfork. Their son Eugene H. married Jewell Mullins. 

4 *• 

( ,r u* , )-a J Children: David and Douglas. They li ve ^ t Fairmont 

V j f I </-/! *' - * -• ( - J ^Offijfj 9 j ' _/ 


• l axL-nivjit l • v \ 

rV^Ojcr<rV vi^u^ f 

Following the death of Mr. Johnson, Ada married ^ illiam^.lr^in / 

of Baltimore, Md. </,<&«? 


iptg) .1 Their children: 


»r> 



(2) 


(A) Stanley married Shirley Bell. He is a school principal 

near Baltimore. , fl#< a . 

(B) Clara married William Keene. They live in Baltimore. 

(C) William "Billy" has been married 2 or 3 times in 
Baltimore. 

/ ^,4 ■ * * ® / 

y7 — — 

Violet ^)5orn March 15, 1897, married Rufus Markland^and lives 
in Richmond, Virginia. He is deceased. 


Their child, Rufus Melvin,Jr., married Nancy 


and 


live* in Indiana. Their children are: John and Ann. 
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jvan born July 25, 1900. Married Genevieve Orndorff, 

daughter of Jesse Brown Orndorff of Arbovale. Ivan and 

Cx- y-fO ^ 

Genevieve live at Nitro, W. Va. & 


(A) Ramona married Tom Shipley. Lives at Parkersburg 


Children: John, Thomas Alan, and David 


Ralph married Rogena Davis. 
Chrildren: Brian, Kathy, and 


Evan married Phyllis McCu 

fj. * 

Virginia. Their two sons 

/<f v' / .. y . I m . /_ \'-sl "7^ ft. 


Silas was bqr 
Slatyfork. 


1907 


^aul born November 25, 17/1/ . Married Vonda Lowe. He lives 

in Port Neches, Texas. Ml Ihc^liM 


(A) Thayer married Nancy Simpson. Their child is 

Timothy ^» j£ ,y 

(B) Barbara married Glenn Smith 

** | % * - 

After Vonda's death, Paul married Ketha A^i hrlliW 


Luther David Jr 


born June 8 


Ohio 


Their child is Linda 
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tv * n Li lbem Sharo 

B ‘ 1® 191,0 

p nili ppi> W# va. 

D. /9 .Vi /? 7 V 

iflr.nyi, ^ .. _ 

bur^ 4 *-'*■ h«»£,u i a /j-^ f , ^ -s / 

^ L ,uf:4 

For ester ; 

1 T 1 PcrO t Jc»Vu<CC 

Resided; Staunton,Va. 

P arso „. n 0 4 

t£: Ivan Ulbern Sharp 

“ Je sse Genevieve Orndorff 
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2 Ch'n 



1. 


2 . 


Arthur Todd Sharp 

B. 1 Oct. 1965 Norton,Va 

B. 

Md. 


Roderick Evan Sharp 
3. 13 Mar. 1967 Staunton,Va. 

Md. 


5. ^ 


Md. 6 Mar. 1965 
Weston, W.Va 

Jacksons Mill 


Ptyllis Jeanette McCutheon 


B. 21 Aug. 19iii| 
Beedy, W.Va. 

D. 


&AtfS*tx«e f VUje<P 

To 

,u 


C'4 


our. 


Parents: Thomas Edgar McCutcheon 

« bona West 
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William Columbus Morgan 

William Columbus Morgan, the second child of the Rev. S. C. 
dnd Ed ith Ramsey Morgan, was born March 15, 1876 just below Ronceverte. 
Went to school at the Old Pleasant School House for a while which 
ln the Coffman neighborhood. He then went to the Oak Hill School 
n Ronceverte. The Morgan family moved to Edray in Pocahontas County 
n March 1889 to the Methodist Parsonage. He then attended the Edray 
Scho ° 1 until he finished the sixth grade. He worked for Isaac Sharp 
a - Edray for two 8 month hitches and also during sugar making time. 
xa'94 the Morgan family moved to the old log parsonage just below 

W5De ~ la and Rev. Morgan preached at 7 or 8 churches in the Green- 
^ r ^ er Charge. 

William C. married Jemima Frances "Fannie" Hill on November 10, 

■‘■897. She was the daughter of Aaron and Miriam Jordan Hill of Lobelia, 
w- C. and Fannie were married by his father at Lobelia. They started 
housekeeping in a house owned by Christopher Hill. They then moved on 
to Droop Mountain. Returned to Lobelia and bought a piece of land 
from Chris Hill where he built a house. He sold the land. In March 
1307 the family moved oi^Elk Hounta'injfKo the home with Hugh Sharp 

( ““ le ° f L - D ' sh “P>- In October 1907, they returned to Bruffey's 

a - in -.-.e o-; house of his brother-in-law, Winnie Kennison. 

His Wife, Fannie, died there on February 21, 1908 of pneumonia. Charlie 
Anderson, a school teacher at Bruffey's Creek, closed his school and 


preached the funeral cn February 22, 1908. 


She was buried in the 


nuel Cesetery on Bruffey’s Creek uni ^ . 

J s ureek. Will's sister, Ninnie, kept 

house for hi» _. .. . ’’ 

-nw-j. he broke up housekeeping. 


i 




Randolph Morgan - 15 

F Samuel Morgan - 9 

I W. C. Morgan - 2 

Dr. t. G. Cook attended Fannie during her illness. 

William stayed with Winnie Kennison on weekends and worked in 
the woods during the week. The children stayed with: 

(A) Miriam stayed with her Uncle L. D. and Aunt Laura Sharp. 

» 

(B) Georgia made her home with Nathaniel Kennison near Hillsboro 

(C) Laura stayed at Winnie Kennisons, also at Nat Kennisons, at 
Chris Hills, and with Mr. and Mrs. Harry K. Wilson who lived 
at Winterburn on Williams River and then moved to Thomas. Mr. 
Wilson was a sawyer and noted as a good one. Laura was 11 year* 
old when she went to live with Will and Sallie Irvin at Fair- 
view. She made her home with them until her marriage. 

(DJ Samuel was taken by his Grandmother, Mrs. Edith Morgan Irvin 
at Edray until his father remarried. 

(E) Fannie was 6 weeks old when her mother died. Mrs. Mary Brock 
took her until Mrs. Brock died and then Fannie went to live 
with her father and step-mother. 

William C. was married the second time to Miriam Hill Morgan. She 
had married and divorced his brother, Edgar Morgan. She was the daughter 
of Isaac Hill and they lived on her father's farm on Bruffey's Creek 
near Lobelia. W. C. and Miriam were married in April 1916 in Cumberland, 
Maryland, w. C. continued to work in the woods some after his second 
marriage. He also did some farming at their place. He raised bees and 
many different kinds of birds — bantams, turkeys, guineas, and chickens 
His son-in-law, Charles Hollandsworth y recalled how Will would put grain 
under a piece of glass and watch an old hen scratch away trying to get 
the grain. He had and old mule that was used to ride newly weds on when 
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W. C. Morgan - 3 
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***• s^ionAdtfd. The mule died the same day that W. C. ' s grandson, 
*^ in D al« Hoi land a worth, was born on Nov. 16, 1925. W. C. nicknamed 
**** ’Jack*, a name that he became known by. 

William C. and Miriam Morgan carried on many pioneer habits. 
r *x»ed broom corn and made brooms. Both were expert weavers on 
loom. she did carding and spinning of wool. He enjoyed hunting 


and 


Was not keen enough to use a rifle. They both played the accordion and 
he also played the fiddle. 

After Miriam's death on March 26, 1952, he continued to live at 
tr,e -arm until he became too feeble to be alone. He would then stay 
a : ev months with each of his children. In early 1957 he was admitted 
to Denmar Hospital where he died December 22, 1 957. He was buried 

December 24 in the cemetery at Emmanuel Church on Bruffey's Creek. 

The families of his children will now be presented. 


was 78 when he killed his last deer with a shotgun as his eyesight 
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MIRIAM EDITH MORGAN 



Miriam Edith Morgan, the oldest child of W. C. and Fannie Hill 
^° r 9an, was born August 13, 1898. Following the death of her mother, 
stayed for a while with her uncle and aunt, L.D. and Laura 
Sharp at Slatyfork. While there she learned to play the organ. 

She married Jonah Roy Sparks (born October 5, 1889, died June 19, 
^■ 972 ), son of Adam and Emma Griffith Sparks of Tazewell County, Virginia 
iater of Lobelia, W. Va. on Hill's Creek. Roy Sparks was a veteran of 
WorId War I. 

Miriam died July 4, 1916 following the birth of her only child, 
Miriam Edith, on July 3, 1916. Miriam was buried at the Emmanuel 
Cemetery on Bruffey's Creek. 


The following is a part of a news item in the Pocahontas Times . 

* 

"On the 18th of April (1917) the angels came and carried away 
from the home of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sparks near Lobelia, the soul of 
Miriam Edith Sparks, their little granddaughter, aged nine months. 

The child’s mother, Mrs. Roy Sparks, having been called to her reward 
last July. The grandparents gladly took the care of the little babe. 
For a time they thought they would not be able to raise the child, 
but for some time it seemed to be doing well and was the pride of the 
home. But almost suddenly, its sickness being only two days, the 
Heavenly Father who doeth all things well, saw best to take the little 


«»hild to a better country where death and suffering will be no more. 
We know the father, Roy Sparks, cannot help but feel a sense of 


loneliness, 


his companion and only child having been taken from him 


; / / i 
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GEORGIA VIRGINIA MORGAN 


Georgia Virginia Morgan, the second child of W. C. and Fannie 

H i | 

* *° r 9*n, wai born 8aptomber 2, 1900. - a t a 

Georgia racallod when the Morgan family lived on- Elk. Mbftntafcn 
At h * r brother, Sam, punched the bo«a while they were ploying. lie 

W<j | 

■tUng All ovor. Th# other children wcjre «tuncj too. A very old 
n dian and wife lived nearby the Sharp farm. The Indian took Georgia 
to *tay all night at hi« houuo. She woe afraid and faked illness the 
n °*t morning ao aho could go homo. 

A ^ter her father broke up housekeeping, Georgia lived in the 
home of Nathaniel "Uncle Nat" Konniaon near Hillaboro. Ho was a 
Confederate vetoran. At hia death ho gave Georgia a cow, parlor organ, 
* nd oth «r things. 

r v ( 1 

Georgia waa married to Jamas Wintorn Jordan )of Hillaboro on 
^Lr jlV 'l41fl Ha wan the aon of JameM J. and Fannie Jordan. 


Goorgia died in the Pocahontaa Memorial Hospital March 12, 1974 
of a heart disorder. She waa buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery near 

The six children of James Winters and Goorgia are: 

ffy&nc os n, born June 2, 1920. Sho was trained and practiced 
ati a nurse. On July 30, 1945 aho wan marriud to George 
William Trader, born June 25, 1916. They live in Oak Harbor, 

Children: 

, (A) George Winters "Butch" born Juno 5, 1947. Married 

i _ _ 

vy<> „ r-A A’f-i </*!** > ' s -■ 
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Samuel Morgan - 14 
W. C. Morgan - 7 


Donnis W. _ born March 5, 1947. 

Their twin children born October 23, 1966 are 
David William and Beverly. 

(B) John William born October 5, 1953. 

James William born April 10, 1922. He first married and 

3 j) <=u *^**’*- u/ * • H't-vAb &!£<.'■**■<■ j-P 

divorced Mattie Beverage of Marlinton. Their daughter 
IS tf H ^ ^ 



His second marriage was to Edna Beatrice 

She was born June 4, 1922. They live in Gulfport, Florida. 
They were married March 22, 1954. Their child is James 
Stuart born February 14, 1956. 

(3) Lucy Ellen born April 15, 1924. She was trained and 

practiced as a nurse. On June 5, 1947 she married William 
Levi Vandergrift who was born October 17, 1922. They live 

at Fairmont, W. Va. 

(4) Mildred born March 24, 1926. She married Imol\ Walton on 

May 15, 1946. He was born September 4, 1921. They live 
at Hillsboro. 

Their children: . 

(A) Nancy born April 25, 1947 

(B) Charles Winters "Pee Wee" born December 14, 1949 

(C) Clarice born March 3, 1952 

(5) Nanc^ Virginia born October 16, 1928. On November 11, 1947 

she married George Warren Fowler who was born July 28, 1919. 
They live at Hillsboro. 





*»*■ 
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Their children are: 

(A) Linda Lou born May 12, 1950 

(B) Georgia Diane born October 28, 1952. On Dec. 

24, 1968 she married Gordon Wayne Madison of 
Marlinton. 

(C) Nancy Carolyn born November 23, 1960 

(D) David Wayne born May 7, 1963 

(6) Harry Winters born March 20, 1931. Died at his home in 
Street, Maryland on August 5, 1961 of cancer. He married 
Agnes M. Brock, the daughter of Gilbert and Nancy Brock. 
Agnes was born August 18, 1928 and died January 31, 1968. 
Both are buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery near Hillsboro. 
Their child is Kathleen Ann who was born January 23, 1956. 
She lived with her Grandmother Brock at Street, Md. after 
the death of her parents. 


i 


Laura Rachel Morgan 


^ aura Rachel Morgan, the third child of W. C. and Fannie Hill 


Mor 


was born February 14, 1903. The Pocahontas County Court House 



is incorrect. 


° n May 27, 1925 she was united in marriage with Andrew Warwick 
~ a yior, the son of Henry L. and Early Tacy Taylor of Dunmore. He 


b°rn February 11, 1899. He was a woodsman and farmer near Dunmore 


Their children: 


(1) Marvin Lee born March 31, 1926. He was married to 


Zula Grey Taylor (born August 9, 1931) on December 21, 


1949. He is a farmer and lives near Dunmore. Their 


children are: 


(A) Rachel Elizabeth born June 3, 1958 


(B) Naomi Virginia born January 4, 1961 


(C) Marvin "Marty" Wetzel born November 24, 1966 


(2) Eula Mae born December 23, 1929 was first married to 


Ralph Dempsey Ritz of Charleston on September 24, 1949. 


They were divorced and she married James Richard Curzon 


(born February 4, 1922) on October 3, 1970. She attended 


Capital City Commercial College in Charleston and has 


held several secretarial positions. They presently live 


Atlan ta 


V ' (3) Hubert Henry k born December 27, 1931. 


* 


i< 


he was married to Ann Holmes Hargitt of Durham, N. C. 


They were later divorced. He was graduated from Glenvil] 
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State College and George Peabody College for Teachers in 

Nashville, Tennessee. He was a teacher for 15 years. 

# • 

(4) William Orville born September 5, 1935. On June 12, 1954 

he was married to Margaret Lillian Barnhouse (born 1934) of 
Painesville, Ohio. He died June 1, 1973. She died July 21, 
1973. Both are buried in the Wesley Chapel Cemetery near 
Dunmore. Their children are: 

(A) William Orville II born January 10, 1955. Married 

i-7 

Charlene Hogan on July JXA, 1973. Their child is 
William Orville III born October 20, 1974. They 
live at Arbovale, W.Va. 

(B) Mark Antony born January 23, 1956 

(C) Barbara Jo born January 31, 1958. On December 30 

1974 she married Robert Wendell Wilfong (born 

* 

August 5, 1956) . They live at Marlinton. 

(D) Christine Marie born December 18, 1959 

(E) Carl David born March 9, 1963 

(F) Roberta Lee born June 3, 1964 

% 

(5) Samuel Ludy born November 11, 1937. At Monterey, Va. on 
December 5, 1959 he was married to Carol Janetta Galford 
(born October 1, 1938). He was graduated from Glenville 
State College and taught in the Pocahontas County Schools. 
Their children: 


(A) Teresa Sue born September 14, 1960 

(B) June Allison born June 10, 1962 

(C) Cheryl Lynn born August 1, 1-9W" 

- m 
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Samuel Aaron Morgan 

-amuel Aaron Morgan, the fourth child of W. C. and Fannie Morgan, 

born 

n at Lobelia on April 23, 1905. He was married to Luna Margaret 
H Ul /k~ 

'°° r n April 10, 1914), the daughter of George Forrest and Mary 
Morrison Hill of Hillsboro. Mary Hallie Morrison was born 

J *nuary 25, 1894 . 

Samuel died in the Pocahontas Memorial Hospital on April 14, 1964, 
a victim of cancer. He was buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffey's 
Creek. He was an employee of the State Road Commission and a member 
the Odd Fellows Lodge at Lobelia. 

Their seven children are: 

(1) Samuel Albert born May 30. 1934. On January 17, 1966 at 

Streeter, W. Va. he was married to Judith Ann Harvey (born 

November _, 1945, the daughter of Champ and Edna Harvey 

of Streeter. Their child is Andrew Albert born November 26, 

1968. They live at Hillsboro. 

(2) Alvadore Nevada born November 14, 1936. In Berlin, New 
Hampshire on June 13, 1959 he was married to Mary Violet 
Caovette (born November 3, 1937). They live at Hillsboro. 
Their children are: *. 

(A) David Aaron born June 27, 1965 

(B) Susan Dawn born December 4, 1968 

(3) William Austin born December 13, 1938. On July 25, 1962 at 
Alexandria, Virginia he was married to Barbara Lee Workman, 
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the daughter of George and Dale Workman of Hillsboro. 

They live at Woodbridge, Virginia where he is manager of a 
service station. Their children are: 

(A) William Aaron born January 30, 1968 

(B) Kenneth Edward born August 30, 1969 

(4) Arlie Hill born April 8, 1941. At Marlinton on June 9, 1913r 

he was married to Mary Magaline 't£iuIe*te«OTr: They live at 

'S'-IJ- ft 77 

Arbovale, W. Va. Their chilcfis Carol Ann born March 22, 1973. 
(5) Roger Page born at Green Bank on March 20, 1943. At Hillsboro 
on November 7, 1970 he married Wanda Lou Roberts, daughter 
of Durwood and Estie Roberts of Hillsboro. They live at 
Arbovale, W. Va. Their child Jody Lynn was born February 
27 t 1973 ( ; ~ 

(6) Janet Virginia born April 22, 1945. She lives in Washington, 


D. C. 


(7) 


t ~i 


Ka 


Randall Gary born June 6, 1947. He married Dorothy Arbogast 


/V-■L'f-tfiy tl I 1 

daughter of Ralph and Eleanor Arbogast of Marlinton. They 

live at Marlinton. Their child is Crystal Gail born January 

5, 1970 . 


Before his death, Samuel and Luna adopted their granddaughter, 
Maria Margaret born February 25, 1963. 
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Jemima Frances Morgan 


Jemima Frances "Fannie" Morgan, the youngest child of W. C. and 
4nni ° Hill Morgan, was born January 12, 1908 at Bruffey's CreeKon 

* * of Winnie Kenniaon. She was six weeks old when her mother died. 

™ /N /? X) 

°n June 10, 1945 she was married to Charles Marvin Hollandsworth 
^ ^ __ _ _ Cllands- 

wf T-f" !^?{j 

w °rth of Lobelia. 


or n September 22, 1099), the son of Nathaniel and Ellen 


Jemima Frances Hollandsworth died April 12, 1950, a victim of 
cancer. she was buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffey's Creek. 
The seven children of Charles and Fannie Hollandsworth are: 

JL»Jl t *->-W 

(1) Melvin Dale " Jac k” born November 16, 1925. He retired from 
the Air Force and lives at Marlinton. On January 16, 1947 
he married Rebecca Sue Hannah (born January 16, 1930), the 
daughter of Ira and Hazel Weatherholt Hannah of Marlinton. 

The children of Jack and Sue Hollandsworth are: 


(A) 


<B) 


Melvin Dale, Jr. born August 26, 1948. On Ju 
24, 1967 he married Rita Goodykotz. Their child is 
Deserrie who was born February 3 , 1968, 4cn+» II ,/9?J 
Charles Michecil born June 12, 1954 . In September 
1974 he married Evelyn Pritt. 


(C) Marzella Ann born September 11, 1956 

(D) Kellea Sue born February 24, 1968 

j ^ * 

(2) M ary A nn born August 19, 1927. On January 8, 1945 she 


married Anthony Joseph Pantuliano who was born May 20, 1923. 
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‘ n WUmln9t ° n ' • — children are, 

’ Angelo Charles born Ootobar 10> i9<5 He 

m ‘ rrl ‘ d t0 Sar “ A " n L * rr V (b°rn November 6, „ 44) 


A 


on April 20 , i960. 
Thoir children: 


’’boy live i„ wil mlngton> Delauare 


Nancy Margarettc born December 31 , i 970 

Anthony Larry born February 5, i 972 

Angelo Charlo 3 Jr hnm t i 
_ Wa b ° rn Jul l' 17 • 1974 

(B) Fr ’ nccs born November 24 fZ?/'" l/ f >' 

I ' 1952 - "no married April 

' - bo Ronald Lee Gray ( bor„ July 6 , 1947) . 

Th#y UVO ^ Wil "-^9bo„. Tholr chUdren 
in In 1c Lynn born August 3 , i 972 
Konald Leo, Jr. born January 16, i975 
(O Deborah Marie born October 28, l 955 

(0> ' : ' irah Ann November 12 , i 9S9 
(C) David Anthony born October 8, 1 965 
Madeline Lucille "p nn » . 

28, 1946 -- April 10, 1,30. on September 

ahe married Hubert Seal Rose (b orn July 27 

(A) Sandra Faye born October 27 , 1 947 

x , ' 1347 * She married 

Andrew Curtis Pritt , 

it:t ' son of Andrew Pritt nn 

5 lorn on January 


Thoy live at Airvillo, Maryland. 


- !*-"«■ Their 

NobU,,., Deni no, was born December 2 , l 969 . 

° naid Eugene born July 17 i 94Q ^ 

/a ' ' 1 49# °n February 1, 

l 94a , U ; 7 rJOd ViCki ^ MO ° re (bo ™ November 29 , 
- > < the d . ught . r o£ Jo , )n Moore< Qf 

' CMld ' — w.. born December 6. 1, 


( 11 ) 
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William Nathaniel born March 7, 1932. On September 17, 1959 
he married Mrs. Doris Ann Jones Lemon (born October 29, 1930) 
the daughter of Theodore Easter and Mary Glick Jones of Wilm¬ 
ington, Delaware. Their children are: 

(A) Kathleen Ann born September 21, 1952. On May 25, 
1972 she married Christopher Cowan (born February 
2, 1949). 


(B) William Charles born October 20, 1966. 

(5) Samuel Barton born April 14, _. 0 n November 2, 1962 

he married Betty Marie Dulaney, daughter of Luther and 
Lucille Dulaney of Marlinton. He is a carreer navy serviceman. 
They were married at Warm Springs, Virginia and make their 
home at Buena Vista, Virginia. Their children are; 

(A) Betina born 1965 

(B) Carmella born 1969 

(C) Dawnita 

(6) J oseph Kenneth born June 5, 1940. On September 26, 1964 
he married Carol Letcher (born June 27, 1943), daughter of 
James and Margaret Hill Letcher of Wilmington, Delaware. 


(7) 


(A) Joseph Kenneth II born March 20, 19^5 

(B) Bonnie Lynn born October 17, 1966 

(C) Lori born December 29, 1970 

Laura Virginia born July 21, 1943. Married and divorced 

July e 22^°l96l ° f Hlllsboro * Child, Veronica Dale born 

born May 1964^nd^ied^larc^igeg St ’ L ° UiS ' Mo ’ Child ' Donn 
October 22? lllT/ Chilc1, Le ° William Click, Jr. born 


» 
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Sarah Virginia Morgan 

S * r *h Virginia Morgan, the third child of the Rev. Samuel and 

Ramsey Morgan, was born near Ronceverte on February 15, 1878. 
was nicknamed "Ninnie." 

She kept house for her brother, William, after his wife died in 1908 

for awhile. 



She was a school teacher for several years. 

During the 1930's, she was committed to the Weston State Hospital 
w here she died in mid 1940 J a. ( (^^2— 

She is buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffeys Creek. 


I 


t 
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Randolph M org an 


Edgar Randolph Morgan, tho fourth child of the Rev. Samuel and 


Edith Hainaoy Morgan, was born near Ronceverte on April 18, 1882. 

Twine nfilob.„•<**- 

He first married'vind divorced^Miriam Hill of Bruffey's Creek. 


She later man rod Ills brother, William. 




His second marriage was to Lula Mae C fl* • *j H 1 '**'''' • who wa 


s 


born in 1891. They were married July 1, 191V 


Lula Mac; wa a the widow of J. Whoelor Bobbitt. Issue of this marriage 


was Ivan Bobbitt of Richwood and Mrs. Irene Shaver of Camden-on-Gauley 


Lula Mae died July 1966 in a hospital in Pasadena, Texas. She was 


buried in the McQueen Cometery at Hookersville, W. Va. She was a 


member of the Beulah Baptist Church at Hookersville. 


Kdg.ii R. Morgan died at his home at Hookersville on December 11, 

-f n rK‘ J > - 6 "' 

V hi 


1932. *He was buried in the McQueen Cemetery at Hookersville. 


Six children were born to the union of Edgar and Lula Mae Morgan 


One child died as an infant. 


The others are: 


lo 


j;*’ 


O Jl >1 ^ C 

(1) MO 


«» 



HBBMorcja 11 , Crwwwur, W. Va. , k* 1 ’ J"'*' d 

(?) M rsj, Anna zinu iiorcr, 220H Fenwood St., Pasadena, Texas Z.*« 

•. .. ^ 


( 


Q, is IVjir* ,f‘ 

3 ) Mrs. Violet Holman, 


Sk • % u. \ 


J, i Ivol I 

* ^oKfi^Morcjan, Zanesvill®, Ohio 

(Jr ^ i9Jo 

(5) i:ucjone^ Mor (jan, 130H Cooper Mill Road, Zanea 
A1 t/frsfA Tunkhn // Q L hi1<br 


539 Douglas Way, Tipp City, Ohio^IwirT- Uo1 
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. Lena Florence Morgan 

- fifth and youngest child of the Rev. 

lena Florence Morgan the firtn ana ya y 

Samuel end Edith Ramsey Morgen, was born December 17, 1896. She 
die d April 27, 1927. She is buried at the Fairview Cemetery near 


Edray, w . V a. in an unmarked grave. 




rtf -Mt 


She first married Charles Wade Mitchell^who died January 1918 
and is buried beside her. 


The two children of this marriage are: 


f 


u 


(1) Ruby Pearl born March 10, 1915 and died March 15, 1930 of TB. 

(2) Edith born March 10, 1917. On December 12, 1935 at Covington, 
Va. she was married to James M. Workman (born June 6, 1912) 

of Hillsboro, W. Va. 

Their children: 

(A) James Madison born November 22, 1938 . Was married on 

September 1, 1959 to Judy Loury (born November 4 , 1940). 
Their children are James Madison II (born July 9, I960) 
and Elizabeth Ann (born February 14, 1965). 

(B) Naomi Elizabeth born February 28, 194 6. Graduated from 

Glenville state College and taught school in Berkley 
County, *. va. On dune 26, 19 68 she was married fcQ 

Denver Joseph Hollandsworth (born February 26, 1944, 

They live at Martinsburg, w Va Th • 

— hynn (born May 17 „ J « 





Randolph Morgan - 33 
Samuel Morgan - 27 
Lena Morgan - 2 

(C) Laurence Thomas born June 10, 1947. He was graduated 
from Glenville State College. He taught school in 
Maryland a few years and is now a teacher in the 

Pocahontas County High School.O- 
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Lena Morgan Mitchell's second marriage was to Forrest Ellis 
McKenney, son of J. V. and Lena Moore McKenney of Marlinton. Ellis 
was born May 25, 1900 and died in Wheeling on March 5, 1968. He was 
buried in the Indian Draft Cemetery near Marlinton. To this union were 
born two children. 

(1) Clyde William born April 19, 1920. He was a carkeer officer 
with the Government Forces. He is now stationed in Japan. 

He married and divorced Dorothy Door. Their children were 
Thomas and Lena Mae. 

(2) Naomi Gladys born September 17, 1922. She married Patrick 

Anderson and they live in Warren, Ohio. Their three children 
are William, Patty, and Edward. 

Following the death of his wife, Lena, Forrest Ellis McKenny 
irried Vicie Orr Wingler and they lived in Wheeling. She died January 






1975 and is buried in the Indian Draft Cemetery near Marlinton. 
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